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PBEFACE. 



In producing the following chapfcen, the object 
of the author has been to supply, in an attractiye 
form, as much reliable information upon the life and 
labours of this remarkable man as possible* 

The principles and practices of the Papacy, in 
which the Reformer was trained, haye been, in all 
&imess and charity, contrasted with the doctrine 
and grace of Christ, to which he was conyerted. 

Many admirable works, and some much more 
yoluminous than the present^ haye since John Calyin's 
day appeared upon his life and times. But it is to be 
regretted that some of his biographers haye, through 
natural ayersion to his doctrine, formed harsh 
judgments of his motiyes. This, howeyer, is not 
surprising, for man's dignified notions of tho freedom 
of his owji will are so ayerse to the unconditional 
predestination of elect sinners to eyerlasting life, that, 
although this truth shines as clearly in the Bible as 
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IV. 



PRKFAOI. 



the sun in the firmament, he is found constantly 
opposing it, while he thinks he is doing God service. 
While giving a faithfnl record of this remarkable 
Beformer, great care has been taken in the following 
pages to avoid ascribing undue honour to the 
creature. To glorify the God of grace, who delivered 
John Calvin from the power of darkness, translated 
him into the kingdom of His dear Bon, and made him 
an able, &ithful minister of Christ, has \eea the 
sincere desire of the writer. 



Thos. Lawsok. 



109, Ditchling Kise, 
Brighton. 



''Let the beauty of the Lord our Grod be upon 
us: and uiablUh Thou the work of our hands 
upon us; yetk, the work of our hands bstabush 
Thou nJ^—P§dlm c»l 17. 
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^^OD^.wlio created tlie smitli that bloweth the coala 
^^ in the fire^ and that bringeth forth an instru* 
^ ment for His work (Isaiah liv. 1 6), never allows 
His operations to stand still through lack of means to* 
accomplish His purpose. He sent Moses to be edu* 
cated in Pharaoh's court to qualify him to return to 
that court with all the accomplishments of a prince> • 
and demand the freedom of Jehovah's sons. 

Young Saul, of Tarsus, a Jew, yet a free-bom 
citizen of Rome, is sent to Jerusalem to be brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, to be 
taught according to the perfect manner of the law of 
the fathers, thai he may be fitted to deliver his elo- 
quent address before King Agrippa, and to preach ther 
Gospel to CuBsar's household. The sacred language 
of Philippians ili. 7, 8, dropped not from the lips and 
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pen of a man who knew not the valae of relationship 
to Abraham and the mortification of being brought to 
renounce all life's most cherished associations. Bat 
as a Hebrew of the Hebrews and touching the law a 
Phariseei Paul was qualified to appeal to his brethren 
as no other man couldi saying, '' What things were 
gain to me^ those I counted loss for Christ. Tea, 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 
excellencj of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.'' 

So young Calvin, destined of Grod to be, without 
exception, the greatest of the Beformers, nay the 
greatest divine and politician of the age, was trained 
in the bosom of that chnrch which he afterwards so 
successfully opposed. 

This eminent Reformer was bom on the lOth of 
July, 1509, at Noyon, a city of France, about fifty- 
eight miles north-east of Paris. To the church of his 
childhood he Was most devoutly and sincerely attached. 
When only twelve years of age he was made chaplain 
of the church La G^ine. Chaplaincies were then 
given in France as they are now too often given even 
in this country. Not perhaps to very young persons, 
but they are often given as/avottr« to those who are 
desiitate of the grace of God and not more qualified 
to preach the Gospel than children. 
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CHAPTER IL 



'Em oarly dajn^ appearanoe and praotioe— The laws of nature to 
be regarded— Hi« natural piety and great talents— First 
Principles of true Beformation— A Pharisee of the PhariseJBS, 

fHEN the young Chaplain of La G^ine had en- 
joyed tl:ds title bat two jears^ the pestilence 
broke oat in Noyon^ and nambers of personi 
fled from its ravages. The chapter was then petitioned^ 
and in Aagost, 1523^ liberty was granted to joong 
John '' to go where he pleased without the loss of his 
allowance." This^ in the providence of God, broaght 
him to the College of La Marchci in Paris, and under 
the tuition of a most renowned scholar, whose &me 
reaches down even to oar own day. 

Between this remarkable roan and young Calvin 
an attachment was formed which lasted till the end of 
their days. The high mental powers of the young 
scholar, combined with his uprightness and sinceritj, 
drew forth the attention and affection of Mathurin 
Gordier, his teacher ; and the profound learning of 
the latter could not fail to- gain the admiration and 
esteem of the former. 

Avoiding the usual sports provided for recreation 
between school hours, that small delicate form, with 
pale &ce, and bright penetrating eyes, might be seen ' 
aooompanying the teacher; and when all others were 
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locked in deep, this diligent young stndent would be 
punning liis studies. 

TBI hkWB or KATURI TO Bl RIOARDIO. 

This, indeed, is not a practice we would recom- 
mend to any of our youthful readers. We would rather 
remind them that what they obtain at the expense of 
one of nature's laws, they must pay back by another* 
Gk>d has so wisely constituted us that, when in health, 
there is both pleasure and profit in satisfying all 
nature's lawful demands. If the body be habitually 
robbed, either of its needed rest or exercise, it must 
be paid back by the usual signs of old age before that 
season arrives : the bow that is nerer unstrung will lose 
its strength ; and the lock unused will soon become 
rusty. Avoid, then, that excessive mental labour 
which causes a neglect of the body, and above all 
avoid idleness. 

HIS NATI71UL PIITT AND GREAT TALINTS. 

Calvin was naturally religious from his childhood 
as &r as natural religion goes. '' No one at Noyon 
was so rigid as he in the observance of ecclesiastical 
regulations.'' 

** When very young he was accustomed to pray 
in the open air under the vault of heaven. And, aa 
his adversaries assure us, he was seen when a child 
joining in the religious processions, and carrying a ~ 
Sword with a eros$-9hap6d kill, by way of a erucifix/* 
as persons now unwittingly carry crosses on their 
nmbrellss, &c. 

'' Filled with horror at sin, he would often repri- 
mand the disorders of his school-fellows with severity 
and even bitterness. . Hence as a canon of Hoycn 
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informs ns, his fellow-stadents nickname him the occm- 
sative case. Among them he was the representative oE 
conscience and of duty, so far was he from being what 
some of his calamniators hare depicted him. The 
pale face and piercing eyes of the scholar of sixteen 
had already inspired his comrades with more respect 
than the black gowns of their masters; and this 
Picard yoath, of timid air, was even then, by the 
serioasness of his conrersation and life, an nnconscious 
minister and reformer. 

'' It was not in these particulars alone that the 
youth of Noyon was already far above his school-fel- 
lows. He comprehended everything with inconceiy- 
able facility ; he ran in his studies while his compan- 
ions were lazily creeping along, and he impressed 
deeply on his profound genius what others spend much 
time in learning superficially. Accordiugly, his mas- 
ter was compelled to take him out of the classes, and 
introduce him singly to fresh studies.*'* 

These are some of the gifts with which Calvin 
was ncUurally endowed : the time for God the Spirit 
to grant him true wisdom by regenerating grace had 
not yet arrived. 

THI HRST PRINCIPLIS 01 TSUI RIfOSlLkTIOK. 

A reformer without the grace of God in his heart 
is a reformer without any ruling principle save his 
own fluctuating fttncy. 

But for the enlightening, sustaining grace of Gk>d 
the great leaders of the changes which took place in 
the sixteenth century would have fallen back horror- 
stricken and terrified at- the persecution and death 
which threatened on every hand. ^ 

• D'AubigM SBs. B«£. vol liL 47e. 
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Bat enlightened by the light of Grod, and sustained 
by fiuth in Christ, they plodded forward determined ^ 
nerer to sheathe their swords (their Bibles) nntil they 
had wrested from the Mother of Harlots the rights of 
men and the honours of Grod. 

The first principles of true reformation in personal, 
national, or ohurch goyemment, were sung by the 
heaTenly host when the greatest Reformer, King, and 
Priest lay a babe in Bethlehem's manger. 

" Olory to Ood in tke highest, and on earth peace, 
good will towards men" Luke ii. 14. These are the 
first principles of sound government and true reforma- 
tion, and principles to which all the children of God, 
by grace, are fttvourable. 

A PHASISBI or THi PHASISBIS. 

Calvin is now about 17 years of age (1526). He 
has finished his studies under his esteemed friend 
Cordier, and has just entered the College of Montaigu : 
one of the two seminaries in Parid for training priests. 
But before calling the reader's attention to his conver- 
sion we had better leave him for a time, a Pharisee of 
the Pharisees, while we walk about the land of his 
nativity and review the solemn events transpiring 
around him. 

The true servants of Jesus are now being freely 
martyred, but Calvin is a rigid Papist, wrapped in the ~ 
darkness of the times, and, like young Saul, of Tarsus, 
he is ready to give his voice against them. Indeed, 
00 &r from their sufferings drawing forth his sjrm- 
pathy they, in his estimation, magnify the crimes of the 
martyrs and increase his detestation for men who dare 
to question the anthority of the chnroli. 
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CHAPTER III. 



James PaTanne, a yoathful Martyr— The Hermit of LiTry— 
GalTm*a oonyiotioiis. 

?HE youtlifal martyri James Pavannei could not 
Barely liave passed Calvin's notice. Pavanne 
liad a living in the churcli, but being enlight* 
ened by the Spirifc, whose work it is to take of the 
things of Christ and show them to the peoplei he be- 
gan to preach Christ, and to oppose the worship of 
the Virgin. This in the Church of Rome is a great 
offence, for Mary is the greatest idol. James was, 
therefore, soon arrested and thrown into prison. 

" The youth, amiability, learning and uprightness 
of Pavanne,'' says (yAubigne, ''created a general 
interest in his favour. Nothing was spared to bring 
him to retract his supposed errors, neither sophistry, 
promises nor threats. The unhappy youth, seduced, 
agitated and shaken, sunk at last under these perfidious 
attacks." Tes, like Peter, he was suffered to fall 
to learn his own weakness, but like him, whmi 
put to the test again, he found the strength of the 
Lord. On Christmas eve, 1525, he had to walk bare- 
-headed and barefooted, with a rope round his neck, 
and a lighted taper in his hand, to the Church of 
Notre Dame and there publicly beg pardon of the 
Virgin for having spoken lightly of her. 
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This act of idolatry broaght no peace to poor 
F^Tannei bat from that day an horror of great dark- 
ness came over his soul. Bitterness of spirit seised 
him; like Peter he went oat and wept bitterly. He 
was continually sighing, ** Alas I there is nothing but 
bitterness for me in this life.'^ 

He felt that he had denied his Lord. From that 
dreadful hour he did nothing but weep and walk 
about with melancholy air, with his eyes fixed on the 
earth, and groaning inwardly. Tet the Great High 
Priesti Jesus Ghristi Who can hare compassion upon 
the ignorant and upon them who are out of the way, 
did not cast him oft. Through fear he had denied the 
Lord with his lips; in heart and mind he never had. 
But he had sinnedi and deeply he felt it, and he re- 
pented and abhorred himself. At Heaux, about 23 
miles N.B. from Paris, Protestantism was taking root. 
Here the Gt)spel of the grace of Qroi was preached, 
and from this place and people the poor broken- 
hearted youth could not keep. He feared not the fire 
and the stake; he longed for them. He was seen at 
Heauz, immediately arrested and brought before the 
judges. This was all the youthful James required. 
He felt comforted as soon as he was in chains, and 
found strength to confess Jesus Christ with boldness. 
His trial was soon concluded ; a pile was^ erected on 
ihe Orftre, and Paranne, strengthened by the consola- 
tions of Christ, died rejoicing. At the pile he 
deliTered such a testimony upon the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper that a doctor said^ ''I wish P^yanne 
had not spoken, eren if it had cost the Church a 
millim of gold.'' 
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THI UIBMIT or UTRT. 

About nine miles from Paris lired a poor bermitp 
who, haying receired the tmth into his heart, began 

*' To tell to nonert round, 

What A dear SaTionr he h«d loand ; 
To point to His redeeming blood. 
And say, ' Behold the way to God.* ** 

He visited the poor peasants in the villages aronnd his 
hut, and told them of a full and free pardon for bur- 
dened souls by the blood of Jesus, without priestl/ 
absolution. 

The news reached the ears of the doctors and 
magistrates of Paris. The humble missionary was 
seised and dragged from his hermitage, cast into 
prison and condemned ''to suffer the exemplary 
punishment of the slow fire.'' 

To render the occasion more solemn and terrify- 
ing, the martyrdom was to take place before the 
cathedral of Notre-Dame; all the clergy] were con- 
voked, and therefore Calvin among them, and as much 
pomp was displayed as on the most solemn festival. 

''The great bell of the church of Notre-Dame was 
solemnly tolled to arouse the citizens, and people 
flocked in crowds: the workman from his toil, the 
scholar from his book, the merchant from his traffic, 
the soldier from his idleness.'' But what are these 
accumulated thousands so eager to behold? They 
are anxious to see how the poor hermit's new religion 
will stand the fire* Well, there he is, calm, firm and 
Vx>llected* The cross is presented to him with exhor- 
tations to repent. His only hope is in the pardon of 
€k>d, he says, and he is resolved to die in the faith of 
ihe Lord Jesus Christ. 
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The stunniDg Bounds of the great bell are at 
length ftilenced, and the martyr is in the midst of the 
flames. The doctorsi enraged at his calmness, declare 
lie is going to hell^ but the consolations of Christ sus* 
tain him until his spirit takes its flight. 

OALTIN'S OONYICnONS. 

Calvin is now about 18 years of age, and 
*' Th' appointed time lolls on apaoe, 
Not to propose, but cell hv grmoe.'* 

The difference between the old and the new 
docirintl^ now form the subject of conversations everj* 
where, but nowhere of such importance as in the 
apartment where Calvin and his cousin Olivetan hold 
their friendly dissensions. 

" The contest," says Dr. Wylie, " between the twa 
cousins is renewed day by day. 

'' ' There are two religions in the world,' we hear 
Olivetan saying. ' In the one class invented by men, 
man saves himself by ceremonies and good works ; the 
other is that one religion which is revealed in the 
Bible, and which teaches men to look for salvation 
solely itom the free grace of God.' 

** * I will have none of your new doctrine,' Calvin 
sharply rejoins ; * think you that I have lived in error 
all my days T"' But Calvin is not so sure of the mat-. 
ter even as he looks. The words of his cousin have 
gone deeper into his heart than he is willing to admit, 
even to himself, and when Olivetan has taken farewell 
for the day, Calvin, bursting into tears, falls upon his 
knees, and gives vent in prayer to the doubta and 
anxieties that agitate him. 

* Men had been so long aoeoetomed to the doctrine of 
i merit that the dootrinee of the l^Ue were oooi^ted new* 
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CHAPTER IV. 



* There ATe only two Beligions in the World '*—-Hiimatt 
Authority or IMTine BeTelation ?— Deed Works— Cbnfeeriua 
»The (jonfeesional has no scriptoral authority, and was- 
unknown to the early Fhthers. 

^HAT is tliat great sentence uttered bj the jonng- 
man, Oliyetan, near the close of onr last 
chapter f 

'^ THERE ABE ONLY TWO BELIGIONS IN THE WOBLO," 

he says. '' In the one class inrented by men, fvum 1 
saves himself ( or supposes he can) hy ceremonies and 
good works ; the other is that one religion which is 
revealed in the Bible, and which teaches men to look 
ior salvation arising solely from the free grace of Ood!*k 

Many and varions shades of doctrine hay/ 
appeared since Calvin and Olivetan discussed the 
points of difiEerence between human merit and Ooffs 
sovereign favour, and many schools of thonght, of 
coarse, existed long before their day, bat, stripped of 
their respective set forms and phrases, the great fact 
remains that there are only two religions in the worlds. 

These two great principles have ran side by side 
from the beginning of the world. Cain and Abel, 
when they appeared before Grod with their sacrifices,, 
were the first representatives of them. Abel was a 
man ot faith; hy faith he offered his more excellent 
sacrifice. He therefore represented salvation hy grace. 
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i mmi QoA liad respect unto liim^ and from God be 

f -obtained witness tbat be was rigbteons. 

* Gain was not a man of faitb. He did not believe 

\ in tbe fayonr of Gtod. He represented all snob as 

i ^tmst to tbeir ceremonies and good works. He was 

I wrotb witb bis brotber; be counted bim a beretic, 

I and dew bim. Abel was, tberefore, tbe first martyr 

for tbe Word of Gh>d and tbe testimony wbicb be bold. 
From tbe deaib of Abel we pass oyer about 5,406 
yean, and two otber representatires of tbese two 
raU^fioiif appear before us. Calvin and Olivetan are 
y tbougbtfully and prayerfully attending to tbe Divine 

admonition, ''Prove all tbings; bold fast tbat wbicb 
is good." 

HUXAV AUTHOBITT OB DIVINB RIVILATIOK f 

Olivetan, like a wise builder, digs deep. He sees 
ibe sandy foundation upon wbicb bis cousin is build- 
ing. He points to tbe sacred page, and says, ''It is 
written." 

Calvin, mistaking eampuUory uniformity in tbe \ 
Oburcb of Bome, for tbe unity of the Spirit in tbe true l 
Cburcb of Gk>d, points to tbe greatness, universality, j 
and autbority of tbe Cburcb. He bas been trained / 
witbin ber pale, be loves ber, be adores all tbat be- 
\l longs to ber. He bas never ventured to question 

^ antbority so universally received and admired as tbd~ 

Obnrob. All tbe great doctors of tbe universities 
support ber. For Calvin even to admit tbat there is 
any force in bis cousin's reasonings is to admit tbat 
tbe Cburcb witb ber millions of followers bas for hun- 
dreds of years been in delusion, and wbat to bim is 
piriiaps even more solemn ii, to admit tbat tbe f onn- 
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Nation upon wluch his Boal is resting for eternal sal- 
Tfttion may after all be a sandy one. 

niAO WORKS. 

Bat we mnst not rest satisfied with simply tracing 
tlie outlines of the life of this remarkable Reformer. 
To understand his oonrersion we mast look into his 
very soul, and enquire into the nature of his confidence 
in Bomish ceremonials. 

There he stands before his cousin employing all 
the powers of his capacious mind to defend theun- 
scriptural doctrine of salvatian by warJu. The Bible, 
it should be remembered, although admitted as an 
important authority by Papists, is never put forprard 
and is allowed oidy to be believed according to the 
interpretation of the Church. 

Calvin is therefore at this time, although well 
acquainted with the great authors, quite ignorant of 
the truths of the Word of God. 

Among the numerous ceremonies upon which his 
hope rests may be named Invocation ofSainU, Prayen 
/or the Dead, Worship of the Oro$it, Images and Belia, 
Sacrifice of the Ma$8 and Confession. 

The last of these carefully examined from a 
Bomish point of view will show us how easily even an 
intelligent person, trained in the Church of Bome, 
may place confidence therein. 

coimssioH 

Was first formally adopted and enforced by the 
Church of Bome in the year 1215. And although the 
Council of Trent did not commence until 1545, when 
John Calvin was about 86 years of age, its Catechism 
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will, nererUieless, most clearly show as what be did 
belierej and what Boman Catholics still belieye in re- ^ 
gard to auricular confe8»ian,^^tha,i is, confession by } 
whispering into the ear of a priest all the sinfol ' 
thoughts, words, and deeds, the penitent has been 



it guilty of. 

: I In the Catechism of the Council of Trent,* p. 278, 

\ we read— 

i '* Ck>nf688ion, then, is defined to be a taerammtial deewuttion 

T 0/€m*9 Melfwuid* with a view of chiamtiig pardom hjf wirhu of ike 

%«. ^ 

" We know from'ezperienoe, that to those who hsTO led an 
immoral lifejnothing^it so ueefol towards reformation of morals 
as sometimes to disdose their secret thoughts, their whole words 

and deeds to a i^udent and faithful friend to lay open 

the diseases and wounds of their souls to the jirtetl as the Tioe- 
gerent of Ohrist the Lord. 

*'Take away saoramental confession from Ohristian dis« 
ci^inCy and it is erideut that all things will be replete with 
eeerft mud luuiiierahie erimee, 

** When any one has arriyed at an age to consider the work 
of salration, he is then bound to eomfees kie euu to the prieet, 
without wldch act no one who is weighed down witii the 
consciousness of guilt, earn hope/br eahaiioH. 
I "AU sins should individually be detailed in confession 

(883). 

** The circumstances of sins are to be mentioned in coc» 
Isssion (284). 
^ " But abore all* the faithful should be careful to eUtmee 

^ their eomaeieneeeftwm eim by frequent confession (280). 

i '* Of this ministry an illustrious testimony is furnished in 

- the words of our Lord, in St John : Whoee eine ye ehall remits 

theg mre nmitM wUo fUtsi t ^^ whoee ft ehaU retain, they ore 
reidnedf wofds sfiidently addressed not to all, but to the 
Apostles only, to whom, in this function, priests succeed** (287). 
After what we haTe thus heard the Church 
* Theodore Alois Buckley's Translation, 
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of Borne witness aboat confessioD, we may safely 
conclade that we haye the mind of yonng Calvin open 
before ns, and that he sincerely believed that to be 
saved he mast— 

1st. Accuse himself before a priest with the view 
of obtaining pardon. 

2nd. That nothing was so usefnl towards a 
reformation of morals as to lay open the diseases and 
wounds of his sonl before a fellow creature. 

3rd. That the priest in the confessional was vice- 
gerent of Christ the Lord. 

4th. That without it the church would abound 
with unutterable crimes. 

5th. That without confessing his sins he could 
have no hope of salvation. 

6th. That all sins were to be individually 
detailed. 

7th. That by frequent confession he was to 
cleanse his conscience. 

8th. That the words spoken to the Apostles, 
namely, " Whose sins ye shall remit" &o., were, spoken 
to the priests who possessed power, when the sins were 
confessed, to grant complete absolution. 

This must be taken as a sample of the numerous 
ceremonies which formed the false hope of the future 
Reformer of these subtle pretensions. 

THI CONFESSIONAL HAS NO SCKlPrURAL AU1*H0RITT AND 
WAS UNKNOWN TO THE EARLY FATHERS. 

'' Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light 
unto my path,'' said the Psalmist (Ps. cziz. 105), and 
the prophet Isaiah added, " If they speak not accord- 
ing to tiiis Word, it is because there is no light ia 
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them,'* (Is. viii. 20). Let ns tben examine the fore- 
)j the light of truth. 
It is easy to perceive that the whole fabric of 
vfessional, priest and ahsoltUion, rests upon the 
hi of the priest to assume such a position. If he 
no Scriptural authority^ either for the title of 
Jprieetf or for the office of mediator, then; being without 
IXvine right, the whole institution must be an impos- 
ture and the so-called priest, eyen though sincere, a 
ir of deceivers. 

) I Now, strange as it may appear to those who have 

'I learned to kneel reverently at the feet of a fellow 

^' J mortal and hear him say, " Ood hears you, hears you 

i I r^rough me ; through me, Ood toill answer you,** there 

I ' \ is not the slightest foundation in the Word of God for 

i Vaay mortal man to assume such a position. 

The term ** priest ** is indeed found and applied 
to all believers in 1 Peter iL 9 and Revelations i. 6 ; 
but the title in these cases is entirely repugnant to the 
idea of a consecrated priesthood vested with sacerdotal 
functions. 

^ I Under the Gospel no such thing is known, and no 

V I such thing was heard of for centuries after apostolio 

times. Even Ambrose, the Latin father, bom about 
the year 340, to whom the Te Deum is ascribed, says, 
^'All the children of the Ohureh are priests. The 
heathen/* he says, " accuse us, because we have neither 
temples, altars nor victims** 

And TertuUian, another &ther of the Church, 
bom about the year 160, who became a Christian 
from witnessing the heroic firmness of the martyrs, 
says, ''We are the trae worshippers and the trae 
priests, who, by praying in tiie Spirit, sacrifice 
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personal and acceptable prayer to God^ wbich is 
addressed to Himself/' 

The idea of a human being as a priest-mediaid^ 
was unknown nntil the Chorch declined from thai 
simplicitj and parity of her first principles. None oij 
the Apostles ever claimed snch a title^ and among the 
gifts granted by Jesns for the perfecting of the saints 
are found apostles^ prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers, but no prients ; no mediators. 

Paul, it is true, entreats the members of the 
Church to pray for him, but never to come between 
his soul and God. 
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CHAPTER V. 
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Jeflus the Mediator.^The Keys, or objeotions Answered— Does 
the Confessional prodace Good Besolts ? 

fBULY the sinner, who is bronght to feel something 
of his unworthiness in the sight of a holy Grod, 
and can say with the Apostle, " The law is 
spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin " — ^feels the 
necessity for a mediator. But Jesus Christ is the on1y<^ 
mediator, the only priest over the house of God, tho 
only atoning sacrifice known in the Church of God, 
and made known by Divine revelation. ^ 

By Him the Spirit-taught people of God offer the 
fruit of their lips, giving thanks to*^ His name, and 
therefore they all are said to be a spiritual house, a 
holy pr%e8th4)od to offer up spiritual sacrifice acceptable 
to God by Jesus Christ ; and again, *' a chosen gener- 
ation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar 
people ; that ye should show forth the praises of Him 
Who hath called yon out of darkness into His marvel- 
lous light,'' 1 Peter ii. 5, 9. 

Nothing can possibly be required in a mediator 
or in a priest for a poor sinner that Jesus Christ is 
not. He is still a man, and better than any other 
man to confess to and to plead our canse ; He is Crod 
•• well as man. How precious and complete is the 
declaration of the Spirit by the Apostle, in Hebrews, 
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ii. 17: '' Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to 
be made like nnto His brethren, that He might bo 
a merciful and faithful High Priest in things per* 
taining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins 
of the people. . For in that He Himself hath suffered 
being tempted, He ie able to auceour them that are 
tempted" 

" Wherefore He is able also to save ihem to the 
uttermost that come nnto Grod by Him/' Heb. vii. 25. 
What more can a needy sinner require than this f 

THE KITS, OB OBnCCTIOKS AKSWSBED. 

Bat does not James say, ''Confess your bolts 
one to another ?" 

Yes ; bat does this any more mean that the people 
should confess to the priest than the priest to the 
people f Surely the Apostle meant that we were to 
confess our faults to those against whom we had 
committed any offence. 

But how can priests pardon sins unless they know 
what and how many there are ? 

We answer that priest, confessional, and ahsolu^ 
tion are altogether a human invention, without Divine 
right, and therefore a great fraud. 

But did not Jesus say to Peter, ''I will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven,'' &c. 7 And 
did He not breathe on His Apostles, and say, '* Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Ghost : whosesoever sins ye remits 
they are remitted unto thom V* John zz. 22, 23. 

Tes, certainly ; but what were the keys f and how 
did Peter and the rest of the Apostles use them f 

We must not overlook the fact that Jesus first 
Bud, '' Beceive ye the Holy Qhoet,* and then follows, 
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*' WHosesoerer sins ye remit they are remitted" and 
turniDg to Acts x. 43, we find Peter preaching Josas, 
and saying, '' Through His name whosoever believeth 
in Him shall receire remienon of sins, and while he 
spake these words the Holy Ghost fell on all them 
that heard the word.*' It is therefore by the Holy 
Ghost blessing the preached or written Word that the 
believer receives the remission of sins from his con- 
science, and is loosed from his burden. The whole of 
the sins of God's chosen people were atoned for by 
the death of Christ, but the removal of guilt from the 
conscience is by the Spirit bearing witness with their 
spirits. 

DOIB THB CONrESSIONAL PBODUCB OOOn RESULTS f 

Let those who have had experience of it . speak for 
themselves. The Catechism, aA we have heard, says, 
'' Nothing is so useful towards reformation of morals.'' 

Perhaps, in the first instance, the confessional was 
established with the hope, that the shame of opening 
the secret thoughts and actions to a professedly 
religions minister, would check the abounding iniquity 
that everywhere prevailed soon after the Church of 
Borne usurped the authority over other churches. If 
this was so, time certainly proved it to be a mistake. 
It, however, gave immense power to the clergy which 
they have never been willing to relinquish. 

Pkstor Chiniquy, the "Canadian Luther," ad- 
dressing the Popish vicar, says :-^'' With a blush on 
my face and regret in my heart, I confess before Gt>d 
and man, that I have been plunged twenty^three years 
in thai hotUmUss sea of iniquity, through which the 
poor blind priests of Borne have to swim day and 
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nigbt. I was boand in conscience, aa you, are hound 
io-day, to pat into tbe ears, tbe mind| tbe imagination, 
tbe beart, and tbe soul of females, questions of sacb a 
natnre tbe immediate and direct tendency of wbicb — 
you know it — is to fill tbe minds, tbe memory, and 
tbe bearts of botb priests and females witb tbongbts, 
pbantoms, and temptations of sacb a degrading 
nature, tbat I do not know any words adequate to 
-express tbem. Pagan antiquity bas never seen any 
institution so polluting to botb soul and body. The 
-confeaifional is a school of perdition,** 

Miss Eliza Smitb/ wbo was for fire years a con- 
vert to Rome, says, " Every delicate and better feeling 
prevents full delineation bere. Nor am I blaming 
individuals; it is tbe system wbicb is at fault. A 
system wbicb teacbes tbat tbings, at wbicb degraded 
bumanity must^-blusb even at tbe remembrance of, 
fibould be laid open, dwelt upon and exposed in detail, 
to tbe sullied ears of a corrupt and &llen fellow 
mortal ; wbo, of like passions witb tbe penitent at his 
feet, is tbereby exposed to temptations botb dark and 
'dangerous. 

" But wbat sball we say of woman I Draw a veiL 
Ob 1 purity, modesty and every feminine feeling, — a 
veil dark as oblivion over tbe sad outrages too often 
committed against tbee. 

'' I appeal to converts, to converts of tbe gentler 
sex, and ask tbem, fearlessly ask tbem, wbat was tbe 
Jirst impression on tbeir minds wben some of tbe 
truibs of the confessional struck homie? Was not 
your first impression one of dread and bewilderment 
almost stunning, to be followed by a sense of humili- 
ation and degmdation, not easily to be defined "or 
supported f " 
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Lei VLB hear the poet, and return io the m 
definite history of John Calvin. 

** Here tits the priests ; and fsint end loir» 
Like the sighing of an eyening hreeie» 
Comes through those painted lettioes 
The eesseless sound of human woe. 
Hers, while her hosom aches and throbs 
"^th deep and agonising sobs, 
That half are passion, half contrition, 
The luckless daughter of perdition 
Slowly confesses her secret shame— 
The time, the place, the lover's name t 
Here the grim murderer, with a groan. 
From his bruissd conscience rolls the stone, 
Thinking that thus he can atone 
For raTages of sword and flame ! 
Lideed I marre), and marrel greatly, . 

How a priest can sit here so sedately, 
Beading, the whole year out and in. 
Nought but the catalogue of sin, * 
And still keep any faith whaterer 
In human rirtue I Kerer ! never I'* i 

Lo]rofXLLOW*e CMtUn Legend 
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CHAPTER VI. 



The Sorrows of Death and the Source of Beligion — Th» 
Bedeemed Sinner's Need— The Prisoner Beleesed and Pktfdon 
Sealed. 

fHE absurd ceremonies we have noticed, onr 
Beformer was trained to believe in. The arrow 
of conviction bad, however, entered, and when 
sent by the Spirit to the heart, human hands can 
neither withdraw it nor heal the wound. It sunk 
deeper, and Calvin's trouble of soul increased. The 
sorrows of death compassed him, and the pains of hell 
got hold upon him ; he found trouble and sorrow. 

But Bobert Olivetan persuaded him to study 
religion iu its source, for which he was obliged to 
oome to the Bible. From the history of the Church 
he could find when the various ceremonies, were 
adopted; he knew that, compared with the Bible, 
they were but of modem date. But to be seen study- 
ing the Scriptures was to incur suspicion ; to turn to 
them to see if the Church were right would be ta 
commit a mortal sin. 

What could he do f Ood was convincing him of 
his need of a Saviour and of the insufficiency of all 
human inventions. 

With agitated mind he opened the old Book 
wherein hundreds of thousands have read iheir justifi* 
cation by the eye of &ith. 
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Tfll BEDBIXID sinner's KIED. 

He opened it and he read ; he read to discover, 
like Paul, that God required spiritual service^ that 
His law was spiritual^ but that he was carnal, sold 
binder sin. To his ceremonies he returned again with 
•double energy, but found no more relief than did the 
prophets of Baal by calling upon their god. 

No, relief was not here ; dead forms may satisfy 
% dead sinner, but a new-bom soul thirsts for the 
living God. Urged by the doctors, who saw his 
distress, Calvin went to confession. But what could a 
poor sinful mortal, man-mediator do ? Alas, nothing I 

Calvin had discovered that his secret sins were 
«et in the light of God's countenance ; that there was 
an infinite distance and an infinite difference between 
God and himself. The law had entered; sin had 
revived and death was working within him. He 
needed a Mediator that could make an atonement for 
sin; span the infinite distance between God and his 
aoul ; reconcile the difference; abolish death and bring 
life and immortality to light. 

THl PBISOHIB BBLIASID AND PABDON SBALBD. 

In this state he went on reading till light began 
to dawn upon his mind, and the sacred healing balm 
from Jesus' wounds began to flow into his soul 
through' Isaiah liii. 5. "He wae wounded for our 
tranegreeeione, He wae bruieedfor our iniquities : the 
ekaetieement of our peace was upon Him : and with 
His stripes we are heaiedJ' 

At length he found the relief his soul needed, not 
in Bome^s dead ceremonies, but by faith in a crudfied 
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and risen Christ, his burden rolled off. Now as a 
reconciled sinner John Calvin could look np to Gk>d as 
his Father. The Spirit of adoption had entered his 
heart. " Father/' he exclaimed, " Father, flit 
$acrifice has appeased Thy vrrath; H%9 blood has 
washed away my iniquities ; Sis cross has home my 
ewrse ; His death has atoned for me f 

Thns tried and thus liberated, John Calvin was 
being fitted for a Reformer. No longer conld this 
enlightened, liberated believer in Jesns worship the 
material cross, nor any of those instruments of torture 
employed by the crucifiers of Jesus. Ignorant and 
deluded indeed must that poor sinner be who thinks 
he is pleasing the Lord by honouring the instruments 
of His torture. Yet man, left to himself, will worship 
and serve the creature more than the Creator, Who is 
blessed for ever. Amen. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Our Bltutrfttio&s.^A gnat atnifgle— Oalvin tho 1aw7< 
OftlTin the Oospel mmiiter— His Fi^tlier'i Deftth. 

SELDOM do artists, who sketch illustrations 
booksj so strikingly depict in the coantenai 
^ the I'^haDge of the mind as is seen in our 1 
representations of Calvin on pages 19 and 44, 1 
bcardlesa youth of eighteen with shaven croi 
haggard featnres, and despairing soul, appears 
yearfi older than when he, near two years later hav 
found the way of Life, is visiting the cottage of 
peasant and castle of the haron in Bourges, sayi 
" Come nnto me all jo that fear God and I will 
yon what He has done for my souU" 

Delivered from the entanglements of the mai 
sin, and made free by faith in the blood of Jesus^ 
countenance soon indicated the joy of his soul, 
could now walk in communion with the Psalmist, \ 
find the very secrets of his soul expressed in wc 
like these, " He brought me up also out of a horr 
pit J oat of the mirj clay, and set my feet upon a n 
md established my goings. And He hath put a i 
■ong in my mouthy oven praise unto our God ; m 
fthall see it and fear, and shall tntat in the Loi 
Pudm xl. 2, 8. 
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A QBBAT STBUOQUB. 



But Calvin had yet a g^reat' battle to fight before 
he could disentangle his mind from the idea of the 
church of Rome being the church of Gk>d. 

That there were numerous evils within her, 
calling for a reformation, he could not doubt, but the 
greatness, the learning, the wide-spread influence, the 
wealth and splendour, and the outward uniformity of 
thsit church in many lands; together with her arrogant 
claims, lying legends of saints, pretended miracles, 
and flattering lips, things by which millions of her 
devotees have been enchanted, held, and fatally 
deceived, were brought to bear upon the mind of the 
young convert with all the bewildering, &scinating 
power of the arch-fiend. 

Where could he find the true church of Gk>d if 
not in this mighty organization I 

Could it be possible that a few strangers scattered 
abroad, hated, and counted the scum of the earth and 
the ofF-scouring of all things, were really the Church 
of the Bible ; '' the body of Christ ;'' " the pillar and 
ground of the truth V 

These were staggering considerations, and, when 
presented to the mind by the g^reat enemy, were too 
much for human natare to stand against. But Calvin 
was helped; helped by One who had endured the 
same temptation, — One wh6m the same adversary had 
shown all the^kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
. them, saying, ''All these things will I give Thee, if 
Thou wilt fall down and worship me" Matthew iv. 9. 

He was brought to the Bible and there led by ihe- 
Spirit to see the true Church, as the whole body ^ of 
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liroe believers with Jesas Christ as their onlj Head 
:aiid Mediator. 

When the great body of Jewish priests professed 
to be the children of Gk>d^ Jesus, rejoicing in Spirit, 
said, "I thank Thee, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that Thon hast hid these things from the wise 
and pmdent, and revealed them unto babes ; even so. 
Father ; for so it seemeth good in Thy sight.'' So in 
the dajs of John Calvin, and in everj other age, the 
tme Chnrch has been composed of a few spiritual ^ 
worshippers who have been hated bj the world, 
whether professedly religious or profone. 

CALVIN THI LAWYER. 

''0 Lord,'' said Jeremiah, ''I know that the way 
of man is not in himself : it is not in man that walketh 
'to direct his steps," and this is especially noticeable in 
the way God prepared Calvin for the high position he 
had to fill. 

Designed of God to be as a prince of princes and 
the centre of the Reformation in Europe; to give 
influence to the destinies of nations and light to the 
churches of the saints throughout the world, his 
wonderfully capacious powers needed stores of know- . 
ledge of various kinds. Let us trace a few of the 
steps which, in the order of a Divine Providence, 
fitted him to be the Great Reformer. 

''The design of maldng him a priest was inter- 
rupted," says Beia, ''by a change in .the views of 
both father and son, in the former because he saw that 
the Law was a surer road to wealth and honour; and 
in the latter, because having been made acquainted 
with the reformed faith he had begun to devote him- 
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self to tlie stady of the Holy Scriptares; and from an 
abhorrence of all kinds of superstition, to discontinue 
his attendance on the public services of the Church. 

" Having set out for Orleans to study Law, which 
was there taught by Peter de FEtoile, by far the first 
French Lawyer of that period, Calvin, in a short time, 
made such astonishing progress that ho very often 
officiated for the professors, and was considered rather 
a teacher than a pupil. 

''On his departure, he was presented with a 
Doctor's Degree, free of expense, and with the 
unanimous consent of the professors, as a return for 
the services which he had rendered to the Academy. 

''Meanwhile, however, he diligently cultivated the 
study of sacred literature, and made such progress, 
that all in that city who had any desire to become 
acquainted with a purer religion often called to 
consult him, and were greatly struck both with his 
learning and his sseal.'' 

His custom at this time was after a very light 
supper to study till midnight, and in the morning to 
spend some time digesting what he had read in bed 
over night. By this close application he acquired 
much learning, but no doubt undermined his consti- 
tution. 

About this time a lawyer of great repute from 
Italy was flourishing in the Academy of Boui^ges. 
Thither, therefore, our Reformer bent his steps to study 
linder Andrew Alciat, the Italian celebrity. 

At Bourges he formed a friendship with Melchior 
Wolmer, a Professor of Greek, from whom Calvin 
obtained great assistance in studying that language. 

8 q 
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CALYIK THK 008PXL MTHISTIR. 

Margaret, Qaeen of Navarre, of whom we hope jet 
to speak, was at this time the defender of the Protes- 
tants ; and Bonrges, being a province of Berry, was 
under her immediate jurisdiction. ''Under Margaret,^ 
sajs Dr. Wylie, *' it became a centre of evangelisation. 
For some time previoos no little religions fermentation 
had been going on among its population. The new 
doctrines (as thej were called, although as old as the 
everlasting hills) had found their way thither; they 
were talked of in its social gatherings; they had 
begun even to be heard in the pulpit ; certain priests, 
who had come to a knowledge of the truth, were 
preaching them with tolerable clearness to congrega- 
tions composed of lawyers, students, and citizens. It 
was at this crisis that Calvin arrived at Bourges. 

" His fame had preceded him. The Protestants 
gathered round him, and entreated him to become 
their teacher. Calvin was averse to assume the office 
of the ministry. Not that he shrunk either from the 
] J j labours or the perils of the work, but because he 

cherished a deep sense of the greatness of the function 
and of his own unworthiness to fill it. 'I have hardly 
learned the Gospel myself,* he would say, 'and, lo ! t 
am called to teach it to others.' 

"Not for some time did Calvin comply with these 
solicitations. At last he consented. 'Wonderful it 
is,' he said, 'that one of so lowly an origin should be 
exalted to so great a dignity.' 

"But how unostentatious the opening of his 
career 1 The harvests of the earth spring not in deeper 
■ilenee than does this great evangelical harvest, 
whidi beginning in the ministry of Calvin is destined 
to cover the worid. 
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*' Gliding along the street might be seen a jonth 
of slender figore and sallow features. He enters a 
door; he gathers round him the fomilj, and, opening the 
Bible, he explains to them its message. His words 
distil as the dew and as the tender rain on the grass. 
Bj-and-bye the citj becomes too narrow' a sphere of 
labour, and the young evangelist extends his efforts 
to the hamlets and towns around Bourges. One tells 
another of the sweetness oi the water, and every day 
the numbers increase of those who wish to drink it. 

'' The castle of the baron is opened as well as the 
cottage of the peasant, and a cordial welcome is 
accorded the missionary in both. His doctrine is 
clear and beautiful, and as refreshing to the soul as 
light to the eye after long darkness. And then the 
preacher is so modest withal, so sweet in his address, 
and altogether so unlike any other preacher the 
people had ever known ! ' Upon my word,' said the 
Lord Legindres to his wife, 'Master John Calvin 
seems to me to preach better than the monks, and he 
goes heartily to work too.''' 

HIS fatbir's death. 

Bourges, however, was not designed long to be 
the sphere of his labours. While thus happily engaged 
in his new calling, tidings were brought of the death 
of his father. 

Quitting this fruitful field of toil he therefore 
repaired to his native city. The journey from Bourges 
to Noyon was fraught with singular trials ; yet it may 
be that one trial was sent to. take the edge from 
another, or, that multiplied trials might drive him in 
greater need to his only refuge. 
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Those tender and sacred associations^ formed be- 
tween the yonng ambassador of Christ and the newly 
regenerated spirits who found J07 and peace in 
belieying under the Word, had to be severed. And 
the man who had so manj hard battles to fight by 
naked faith' in Gk>d, nestling too long under the royal 
patronage of the Queen would lean unduly to an arm 
of flesh. 

Carrying with him on his journey that inexpres- 
sible feeling of void which death occasions, helped 
perhaps to turn his thoughts from the many serering 
threads of friendship at Bourges. 

Passing through Paris on his way he found the 
city full of commotion. One of the greatest nobles of 
France had to yield up his life at the stake that day 
(April 22, 1529). Berquin, a much admired and 
devout son of the church, had referred to the 
Scriptures to enlighten his mind upon a certain 
subject of dispute, and to his astonishment found that 
the doctrines of the Protestants were the really oldand 
Bible doctrines, and that the doctrines of the Papacy 
were but novel, human inventions. 

What more suited sight could the young Reformer 
witness than the martyrdom of this valiant servant of 
Christ r 

He had witnessed the reforming power of the 
truth among his hearers at Bourges: he had tasted the 
sweetness of it in his own soul, and now to witness the 
sustaining power of it in the martyr, contrasted with 
the persecuting spirit of Popery, was just the thing 
tobringliim to a resolve to forsake everything else 
for the work of the ministiy and the reformation of 
theohuroh. 
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CHAPTER Vm. 



Calvin visits his native dty— He returns to Paris and laboon 
as a Missionary— Boossel preabhing in the Bojal Palaoe-7- 
Light rejected, Grace communicated. > 

jH^BOM the time that the joang scholar and chaplain 
V of La G^sine left his home, till his return to the 
^ scenes of his childhood, only six years had 
|)a8sedaway, bnt what a remarkable change had taken 
place in him ! 

We know of no Scriptural narrative so forcibly 
illustrating the change as the account of the Gadarene, 
who was found at the feet of Jesus clothed and in his 
right mind. 

Far be it from us to speak one ancharitable word 
of any, Roman Catholics or others, who are left in 
their darkness. Gk>d has divided the light from the 
darkness ; and God only can translate a sinner from 
the power of darkness into the kingdom of His dear 
Son. Yet we think every candid reader, acquainted 
with the histories of Roman Catholicism and Protes- 
tantism must readily admit thai no greater, although 
more perceptible, change took place in the Gradarene 
than took place in John Calvin. 

It is true that he was never, like the possessed, so 
£eree that no one could pass by where he was. He 

neither fierce nor frolicsome. He was not eren 
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like other boys: in fact, in mind and manner he 
nerer was a boy. Tet blinded by the god of thia 
world, taking the commandments of men for the- 
doetrines of God, he was as ignorant of the right 
way as the man among the tombs; and, had not 
DiTine grace prevented, he no donbt wonld have- 
grown np as decided, and as sincere, a persecutor of 
the saints of GU>d as the Church of Borne ever had. 

Such indeed was the state of young Calvin when 
he left Noyon and the stately mansions of the Mom- > 
mors, the lords of the neighbourhood, with whose sons 
he was educated. But he now returned to his native 
city to publish how great things Jesus had done for 
him. The Church of Pont FEv^que was opened for 
I him, and crowded with persons anxious to see and 

hear the cooper's grandson. The reception of the- 
i Gospel at Noyon was little better, however, than tho 

j; reception of Christ at Gkidara. ''The light shined in 

. the darkness and the darkness comprehended it not.*' 

j' The Gadarenes saw the ftian, once possessed with 

i: devils, sitting calmly at the feet of his Deliverer, yet 

*; desired they that Jesus might depart out of their 

I coast. Luke viii. 85, 87. Oh, astonishing manifesta- 

' tion of the blindness of human nature, and the awful 

^ depths of the &11! The best gift the eternal God 

^ could bestow upon fallen man was despised by tho 

Gadarenes ; despised by the people of Noyon ; and this. 
\ same Christ rightly set forth is still despised and ever 

I I will be by all who are not taught of God. " He was 

despised, and we esteemed Him not'' (Isaiah liii. 8);. 
''No man can come to Me," said Jesus, '' except the 
Father which has sent Me draw him ; and I wikl Riisi. 

mUXitAX TEE LAST DAT/' John tL-44. 
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Noyon no longer possessed the attractions of 
earlier days. What Calvin had in former days counted 
gain^ he now counted loss for Christ : so after a f eir 
months he left the city. 

Where should we expect next to find himP 
Well, considering his age, now a little over twenty,, 
his natural timidity, the patronage and associations at 
Bourges, we should naturally suppose he would return 
thither, but it was not so ordered. 



HB RETURNS TO PARIS AND LABOURS AS A MISSIONARY. 

Paris, the seat of the Ooyernment, the centre of 
learning, was then the scene of theological strife, where 
the merits of the old and new doctrines were being* 
freely canvassed by the students. Calvin was familiar 
with both systems. He had studied them, tried them 
and withal he had the grace of God in his heart, and 
was seeking the place where he could gain most 
knowledge and be most useful. 

Paris was adopted. Here he soon became 
acquainted with all who were seeking a purer religion 
than Roman Catholicism. 

The time for Calvin to come to the front as the 
leader of the Reformation in Europe had not yet 
arrived. But as we trace his onward, upward course, 
we see in him that peculiar characteristic discernible 
in most or all of earth's great worthies. 

He loved labour; quiet, humble, unobtrusive 
labour, in the cause of truth. Few persons, who 9eeh 
prominence, accomplish any good for themselves or 
others if they attain it. Even the greatest of ail 
teachers washed jQis disciples' feet, and declared that 
He came not to be ministered ante, but to minister. 
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"*' Whosoeyer slial) exalt himself shall be abased; and 
he that shall hnmble himself shall be exalted/' 

From about 20 to 24 years of age it appears that 
Calvin continued his studies in Paris, and at the same 
time worked hard with his pen, and as an humble 
missionary, visiting from house to house to diffuse the 
light of truth. 

There were other and apparently more powerful 
oppositions being offered to the Papacy in Paris at 
that time, which caused the quiet, youthful, mission- 
ary to be overlooked. No doubt our Reformer took 
« lively interest in all around him that affected the 
Reformation, and was often under the royal roof to hear 
the tidings of salvation, and at the martyr's stake to 
witness the holy triumphs of departing spirits. 

We may safely conclude that we have him in our 
•company, or that we are at least tracing his footsteps 
while we turn aside to notice some of the great events 
of that day. 

BOUSSBL PSBACHINO IN THB BOTAL PALACB. 

Margarate, the Queen of Navarre, under whose 
protection Calvin laboured so successfully at Bourges, 
was sister to Francis I., the reigning King of France, 
who was then absent in Picardy. 

Francis was no friend to Protestantism ; he was 
sometimes its cruel persecutor. Yet, as a matter of 
policy, to alarm the Pope or gain &vour with Protes- 
tant princes, he would at times support it. 

Margarate, holding the reins of government and ' 
oocnpying the royal palace during her brother^s 
absmioe, resolved upon having the Gospel preached 
in the chorohes of Fluns. But the opposition of the 
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doctors of Sorbonne (one of the colleges of Paris) 
thwarting her purpose, she threw open the royal 
apartments for the reception of all, from prince to 
peasant, and invited Roussel, a converted doctor of 
the Sorbonne, to preach daily. 

Here thousands of persons, with the King and 
Queen of Navarre, daily listened to the strange but 
glad tidings of salvation full and free by grace, with- 
out Romish mass, absolution, purgatory, or any other 
priestly intervention ; and we may rest assured that 
young Calvin was not often absent from those joyful 
gatherings. We know that he was in Paris at the 
time, that he was deeply interested in and learning 
from such movements, and that the Queen had an 
interview with him and freely expressed her admira- 
tion for and confidence in him. 

John Calvin, however, had not such confidence 
in the Queen. Not that he doubted the genuineness 
of her religion, but he doubted her clearness of under- 
standing. Much good nevertheless resulted from her 
love and seal for the truth. Five thousand men 
and women are said to have daily passed in at the 
gates of, the Louvre to listen to Bonssel, and numerous 
churches throughout the city were opened and filled 
with crowds that seemed to thirst for the water of 
life. 

UOHT BUICTBD, QRACB OOlDCninOATSD. 

Protestantism at this time seemed in full blase, 
yet France did not become Ph>testant. 

She rejected the Gospel of Christ, and therefore 
never reaped its naliandl advaniages. 

Qoi, in Hit govermnent of the nations of the 
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, etaih, does not undertake to supply them with grace- 

I to make them willing to receive the Gospel. This is 

; \ reseryed for His chosen people, according to the words 

} of the Psalmist, " Thy people shall be willing in the 

I day of Thy power/' Ps. ex. 8. 

ii ^ France, as a nation, therefore occupied a similar 

\ position to the Jewish nation. The light was sent 

t among the Jews; it exposed their superstitious regard 

for the doctrines of men, but they loved darkness 
! rather than light. " If I had not come and spoken 

'j unto them,'' said Jesus, ''they had not had sin, but 

now they have no cloak for their sin," John xv. 22. 
\} Like Paul at Antioch, Roussel preached the 

I Gbspel at Paris, and as the Jews, filled with envy^ 

:* spake against the things which were spoken by Paul^ 

oontradictiog and blaspheming, so did the Romanists 
* at Paris. Every priest, monk, and friar that could be 

ll found was employed to excite and inflame the people 

I against the Queen and her preachers. Processions 

were organised in the streets, and crowds of persons 
>^ were seen with sackcloth on their loins and ashes on 

their heads. 

Tet the Word of God was not without effect. 
f ' '' The churches where the Gospel was preached were 

|f filled, not with formal auditors but with men who 

\ received the glad tidings with great joy. Drunkards 

ji became sober, the idle industrious, the disorderly 

I peaceful, and libertines had grown chaste." 

/ " It was neeeseary/^ said Paul and Barnabas to 

J the Jews, " that the Word of God should first have 

i been spoken to you ; but seeing ye put it from you, 

and judge yourself unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we 
I turn to the (Gentiles. And when the Gentiles heard 
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this thej were glad, and glorified the Word of the 
Lord; and as kakt as webs oedaikbd to btebnal lue,. 
bbueved/' Act ziii. 45, 48. Of the preaching of* 
Boussel and others in Paris the same thing may be 
said. It wasne6c(ftfZthattheGospelshonld bopreached 
to gather ont God's chosen people; it was needful that 
the light should shine in France that the awful depth 
of man's ruin should be revealed by the natural rejec-^ 
tion of the light. 

Thus, lest we should dishonour the Spirit, and 
limit the Holy One of Israel, let us carefully distin- 
guish between the light of the truth being brought to 
shine in the midst of a nation and the life of God' 
being brought by the Spirit into a sinner's heart. In 
the former case the Gospel appeals to the natural 
understanding, and as the burglar dreads the break 
of day and flees from it, so men can and do reject the 
Gospel. ''How often would I have gathered thy 
children together even as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under hor wings and ye would not i " said Jesus, 
Matthew xxiii. 37. In the latter case God writes His 
law in the heart (Jer. zxxi. 88) ; the sinner is horn 
again by the Spirit (John iii. 6). Faith and repen-^ 
tance are given (1 Cor. xii. 9 — ^Acts v. 81), and the 
sinner is thus made willing in the day of Christ'a 
power. This grace cannot be rejected. 
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Thib Mirtyidom of AlezAnder— Tbe time for OalTin to oome 
forwmid— Hit Oratioii iMd befoio the Sorbonne— The 
AMembly arose and the 8tonn hunt— Oalm*a Eaoape— 
^ j OalTin on the Worship of Imagea. 

• ttfUBNINO from the halla of state and those 
'I ^ brilliant animated assemblies under the royal 

* roof, let as visit another spot where a gathering 
: of equal magnitude is to be witnessed; a spot where 
j I ' the Gh>8pel preached by Bonssel is tried bjr fire, and 
j I where fruit to' eyerUsting life is gathered. 

Among the thousands present to witness the 
martyrdom of Alexander, the Dominican friar, none 
surely more solemnly considered the spirit of Popery 
there exhibitedi and tbe long*sufforing graoe in tho 
martyr, than John Calvin. 

This trophy of divine grace, Alexander, was 
plucked by the Spirit from the ranks of the enemy in 
Paris and brought to a knowledge of the truth. He 
fled to Geneva and there, being instructed inlho way 
of Gh)d more perfectly by Farel, he returned full of 
holy fervour to preach the Gospel m Lyons. There 
he waa apprehended, loaded with chains and sent to 
Paris, but not before a great work waa accomplished 
by hbn. The Word flew from his lips, by the power 
of the Spirit^ into the hearta of men like shafts from 
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the bow of the mighty. Let as follow him and 
carefully watch whether the Spirit of Christ is more 
exhibited in him or in his parsners. After being 
brought before Parliament he is seated npon a chair, 
his legs are placed between f oar thick pieces of board, 
strongly chained together, and large wedges are 
driven between them with such force as to crush one 
of his legs. ''O God/' he groans, " there is neither 
pity nor mercy in these men ! Oh, that I may find 
both in Thee!*' "Another blow,*' cries the execu- 
tioner ; but it is enough, and the martyr is carried to 
the dungeon a cripple. 

This amount of torture is only a foretaste of what 
win be administered to compel him to yield to their 
wishes. But he fears not them which can kill the 
body. His faith is firm in Jesus. 

Again he is brought forth to hear his doom. " To 
be burnt alive*' is no pleasant thing for flesh and blood, 
yet a gleam of holy joy is seen to light up his 
countenance as the dread sentence falls upon his ear. 
Yes ; the happiest person in all the vast assembly was 
Alexander, 

When the martyr's robe was put on, he said, ^'0 
God, is there any higher honour than to receive the 
livery which Thy Son received in the house of 
Herod." 

Unable to walk to the place of execution he was 
coDveyed in a cart, — and although one leg was 
crushed, and he was going to be burned, the joy of 
his soul surmounted everything, as he preached Jesus 
to the gazing multitude through which he passed. 

'' He is going to be burned," said the people, " yet 
no one seems so happy as he." 

4 D 
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" Surely there is nothing worthy of death in this 
man/' said they. Weeping and smiting themselves 
they exclaimed, " If this man is not saved, who then 
can be r 

I At the stake the martyr showed no signs of anger 

I towards his persecutors. He exalted the Lord Jesus 

with his latest breath, and met his last enemy with a 

I smile, whom he viewed not as " the king of terrors,'* 

I , but as 

I * ' ** A porter at the heayenlj gftte 

: ! I To let the pilgrim in.''^ 

• : I THS TIMS FOR CALVIK TO COME FORWARD. 

] I « These are samples of the things which agitated 

H { • Paris, and helped to give shape to the mind of our 

) ! I Reformer during the four years of his quiet missionary 

! I labours there. But that richly endowed and capacious 

I I * mind, sanctified by divine grace to take the lead in 

il the Great Beformation, could no longer be hidden. 

, f God's time had come for setting before the nation 

1 I ; a man, young and retiring, that should confront the 

great adversary of the human race, and roll back 
those thick clouds of error which had overspread the 
«arth. Yes, God's time had come for giving to His 
church a man, who, by the power of God's Spirit, 
should clear away the superstitious veneration of men 
and material things ; a man that should dig up and 
build up Grod's eternal truth higher and more lasting 
than the pyramids of Egypt, — truth which shall stand 
firm when all Bome's Babel buildings have crumbled 
into dust, and her deladed followers have sunk down 
to hell. Nothing better can we expect for them, 
seeing that ''no idolater shall inkerit the kingdom of 
God." 1 Cor. VI. 9, 10. 
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HIS ORATION BEAD BVFOBE THS SOBBOKKB. 



At the head of the Sorbonne, was Nicholas Cop, 
and on the Ist of November, 1538, he, as its rectori 
i¥as expected to open the sessions by delivering an 
appropriate oration. 

Cop was the intimate friend of Calvin, and a 
favourer of the reformed faith. Calvin, earnestly 
desirous of britging the troth more clearly before the 
professors and students of the university, suggested 
this as a grand opportunity, and it was resolved 
between the two friends that Calvin should prepare 
the oration for his friend Cop to read. 

" The ist of November arrived. It saw a brilliant 
assembly in the church of the Mathurins. 

'' On a bench apart sat Calvin, with the air of 
one who had dropped in by the way. Cop rose and 
proceeded amid deep silence to pronounce an oration 
in praise of 'Christian Philosophy.' But the 
philosophy which it extolled was not that which had 
been drawn from the academies of Greece. 

'' The key note of the discourse was the ' Grace of 
God,' the one sole fountain of man's renewal, pardon, 
And eternal life. 

** Blank astonishment was portrayed on the faces 
^f the roost part of the audience at the beginning of 
the oration. By and bye a countenance here and there 
began to kindle with delight. Others among the 
listeners were becomiog uneasy on their seats. The 
monks knit their brows, and shooting out fiery glanoea 
from beneath them exchanged whispers with one 
another. 
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THl ASSBMBLT ASOSK AND THE 8T0RX DURST. 

" Cop was denounced to the Parliament and 
t I sammoned to appear, bnt he fled to Basle, and so 

- escaped the fate already determined on for him. 

''Calvin, who deemed himself safe in hia 
obscurity, was sitting quietly in his room in the 
^ M ! College of Fortret, when some of his comrades came 

[ I ; I ^ ninning into his chamber and nrged him to flee that 

I j I instant. Scarcely had they spoken when a load 

i ; knocking was heard at the outer gate. It was the 

r I officers. Now their heavy tramp was heard in the- 

\ V corridor. Another moment and Calvin would be on 

( I his way to the prison, to come out of it only to the 

lih 



stake. That would, indeed, have been a blow to the 
* j j f Beformation, and probably would have changed the 

whole future of Christendom. But God interposed at 
this moment of peril. 



Calvin's sscapb» 

** While some of his friends held a parley with the 
officers at the door, others, seizing the sheets on his 
bed, twisted them into a rope, and Calvin catching 
hold of them, let himself down into the street of the 
Bemardins.'^* 

Thus escaping from the hands of the enemy he 
fled from the city to the cottage of a vine-dresser. 
Here he changed his clothes, and dressed as a 
labourer, with a garden hoe upon his shoulder, he, 
like Jacob when he fled from the hand of Esau, set 
forward to flnd a place where he could serve the God 
of the Bible without endangering his life. 
. *Wylio*flmrtoryofPkot6ttMiti8m. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



61 

This tempest the Lord dispersed by the instm- 
mentality of the Queen of Navarre. 

Bat Calvin soon after left Paris and went to 
.Saintonge> an old province in the west of France, 
where, at the request of a friend, he wrote some brief 
Christian exhortations which in some parishes were 
read during divine service to stimulate the people to 
<an investigation of the truth. * 

At Angoul^me, the birth-place of Margaret of* 
Navarre, he spent six months in the mansion of his 
friends the Du Tillets. In this mansion a library of 
«bout 4000 volumes, a very rare thing in that age, 
was placed at his service. Here, night and day, with 
his thirst for knowledge, he drank like the hart at the 
water brooks. 

The Apostle John was banished by the enemies 
oi Christ to the isle of Patmos, for the Word of God 
«nd for the testimony of Jesus Christ. But the Lord 
by this means called him there to receive the substance 
of the Book of Revelation, which we still have for our 
profit ; and John Calvin was driven by his enemies to 
this town of France ; yet Grod, who 

'* Deep in unfathomable mines 
Of never-failing ckill, 
Treasures up His bright designs. 
And works His sovereign will,'* 

•called our Reformer there to give him the materials 
for a book, which, by the blessing of Grod, sprang a 
mine under the Papacy, and which book we still have 
ior our profit. 

In this library it is said he laid the plan and 
collected the materials for his famous *'In$t%iute$ nf- 
tBesa*sLilsofaavin. 
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(he Ohri$tian Religion/^ the following extracts borxk 
which most dose the present chapter. 

CALTIN ON THK WOBSHIP Of IKAOBS. 

** The whole sum of our wisdom consisteth in two- 
parts, in the knowledge of Gk>d and of ourselves. 
Again, it is evident that man doth never come to the- 
perfect knowledge of himself, unless he hath first 
beheld the face of Gk>d, and so come down from 
beholding the same to view himself. 
f ^ " Pure and true religion is faith joined with true- 

! fear of God. 

*' Also, we must mark, that the Scripture, to the- 
i ! ! end it may direct us to the true God, doth plainly 

I exclude all the gods of the Gentiles ; for religion was. 

Corrupt everywhere almost in all ages. 

** 1. But seeing that this blockishness did possess- 
the whole world, to desire visible figures of G^d, and 
so to make and frame to themselves gods of wood,. 
! jj stone, or other matter, we must hold fast this prin* 

I ciple, that the glory of God is corrupted with wicked 

* &lsehood, so often as any shape is made to represent 

ij Him. Therefore, after that God hath in the law once- 

ii challenged to Himself the glory of the Godhead, He- 

|| added forthwith, 'Thoushalt make thee no graven. 

I image, neither any similitude.' 

j! "2. That may easily be gathered out of the- 

|{ reasons which He adjoiueth unto the prohibition l 

Then heardst a voice, thou sawest nobody. Therefore 
\\ take heed to thyself, lest, peradventure, being 

\ deceived, thou make thee any similitude, &o. He 

j aetteth His voice against shapes. Therefore, thos^ 

forsake QoA who .worship visible forms. 
'' 8. OiJ. Qod hath sometimes given a presence of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



63 

His Godhead, so that He was said to have been seeiti 
faoe to face. 

" A, Those things did plainly teach men concem<- 
ing the incomprehensible essence of Gk>d. Not that 
he offered Himself to be known in them as He is. 
Because it was said to Moses, ' That no man can see* 
Gtod and live.' 

" Ohj, The Holy Ghost appeared in the likeness of 
a dove. 

**A, When he vanished away forthwith, the faith* 
fol were admonished, by that token of short contin* 
nance, that they mast believe that He is invisible^ 
that being satisfied with His power and grace they 
might not invent to themselves any visible shape. 

'' Ohj. God did sometimes appear in the shape of 
a man. 

**A. That was a foreshowing of the revelation, 
which was to come in Christ. Therefore it waa 
unlawful for the Jews so to abuse this pretence, tha^ 
they might erect themselves any token of the Grod* 
head under the shape of man. 

*' Ohj, The cherubims, which with their out* 
stretched wings did cover the mercy seat, were made 
in honour of God, and why may not we make imagea 
of God and of saints ? 

** A. Those small images did import nothing else 
but that images cannot fitly represent the mysteries of 
God : forasmuch as they were made to this end, that 
they might shadow with their wings the mercy seat,, 
and so keep back not only the eyes of men, but all 
their senses from beholding God, that by this meana 
J;hey might correct their boldness. Moreover it were 
an absurd thing to bring in shadows, seeing we hav» 
the truth itself.'' 
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CHAPTER X. 



French Beformera before GalTin— Le Feyre and Oalyin Con* 
tratted— Beasont for protesting against Popery— Culyin 
administers the Lord's Supper in both kinds— The Decree of 
the Council of Oonstanoe for withholding the Cup from the 
Laity— Tested by the Word of God and Eeason— Calvin 
resigns his lirings and secedes from the Church. 

% #ANY years before the career of John Calyin, 
2S other reformers appeared in Paris, and although 
3^ advocates of more moderate measures, tbej 
pioneered the road for something better than they 
had conceived. 

Le Fdvre, a professor of philosophy in Paris, and 
a truly learned man, was the first to introduce 
measures of reform. The instincts of self-preservation, 
however, were sufficient to stimulate the monks and 
the bigoted doctors of the Sorbonne, with childish 
prejudice, to resist the slightest improvement. 

Although our illustration, " Le Fivre lecturing at 
ike Sorhonne" is but a rough sketch, it is sufficient to 
mark the scorn with which some heard his eloquent 
oiaiions. He introduced the doctrine of ubiquita- 
rianism, that is the doctrine which teaches that the 
ti { body of Christ is present in the £ucharist, by virtue 

h| of Hit Divine omnipresenoo, even as He is present 

ij; I eveiywhere. This enraged the priests, who blasphem- 
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oasly arrogated to themselves the power to change* 
the bread and wine into the divinity and humanity 
of Christ. 

Le F^vre also translated the New Testament, 
which was published in ] 523. His learning did not 
escape the notice of Francis I., who wished to bestow 
sotne ecclesiastical dignities upon him. He was 
entrusted with the education of Charles, Duke of 
Angouldme. But, in 1515, he was banished from 
France, and some few years after retired to St. Mar* 
ga'ret's court at Ndrac. 

LE FEVBK AND CALVIN COKTSASTID. 

While Calvin was at Angouldme he visited Le 
Fdvre. Thus, while the veteran of 88, in his retirement 
meditated upon the oppressed state of the people, the> 
corruption of the priesthood, and the failure of his 
very limited measures of reform, our young Keformer 
of 24 stood before him, with a capacious, cultivated 
mind, such as the aged philosopher could well admire. 
His measures of reform, however, were enough to 
make the old man tremble. 

The reformation of John Calvin and the refer- 
mation of Le F^vre differed as widely as their ages. 

To reform the abuses and patch up the Rocnish 
system was Le F^vre's plan. Calvin, in a matter of 
such infinite importance as the soul's eternal destiny, 
regarded no human considerations, but tested the 
whole fabric by the Word of Grod, as by the plumb- 
line of truth, and found it no better than a bowing 
wall and a tottering fence. He discovered the Church 
of Bome to be then, what she still is, a huge system 
of superstitious doings built upon Bupposed traditions 
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I «od human inventioDS ; a systein whicli had full well 

j rejected the commandment of Grod for haman tra- 

i ditions. Cidyin's plan was to thoroughly cast away 

j the old building with all its rotten materials and 

I erect a new one according to the diyine plan, with 

I Jesus Christ, the stone which the builders refused, for 

I a foundation, and the Bible alone for its rule of faith. 

Le F^vre was charmed with the interview, and grasp- 

ing the joung Reformer by the hand he said : " Young 

man, you will one day be a powerful instrument in 

i the Lord's hand. God will make use of you to 

I restore the kingdom of heaven in France/' France 

I was, however, too limited a sphere for the Beformer; 

the boundary of Europe could not limit the vibrations 

of his voice. His usefulness and influence have gone i" 

I on increasing until now, and where there is an assembly \ 

of saints, loving the truth as it is in Jesus, there the \ 

name of Calvin is known and his doctrine loved. \ 

[ This meeting of the two Reformers, it seems, was \ 

j commemorated by the naming of a vineyard, which , 

I . bore the name of Calvin 150 years afterwards. 

BIASOKS FOB PBOTESTINQ AGAINST POPBBT. 

I After about six months' stay at Angoul^me, 

^ Galvin left it for Poitiers, a town of France on the 

^ river Clain. Here he gathered around him many * 

lovers of the truth and formed a mission for the 
evangelisation of France. 

In a large cave called " Calvin^s Grotto," about 
an hour's walk from this town, the followers of Christ 
assembled in secret^ as in days of old, when men '' of 
whom the world was not worthy, wandered in deserts 
and in dens and caoet of the earth!* Thdj met here 
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not to oontrive some diabolical gunpowder plot, nor 
secret means of assassinationi bat to worship tbe 
living and the tme Qod in the simplicity of faith, ob 
in apostolic times, 

Protestants should ever remember that it is not 
on account of the general denial of the truth by the 
Church of Bome, that we are called upon to protest 
against her : there is scarcely a doctrine of the Bible 
which she denies. But she has nullified tlie truth by 
surrounding it with human inyentions. Truth, in the 
midst of her carnal pretensions, is as good seed among 
thorns, i,e,, unfruitful. ''Making. the Word of Grod 
of none effect through her traditions.'' Mark rii. 13. 

Error is most dangerous when it comes, not as 
an aze in the hand of the woodman to fell the tree, 
but when, like the little creeper Bata, of New Zealand, 
it grows up by its side and twines around it until by 
its might it destroys the life of the tree. 

Failing to observe this fiict, many sincere persons 
have, by the show of truth, been entangled in the 
meshes of Popery. 

CALVIN ADMINISTXBS THX LOBD's SUPPIB IK BOTH KINDS. 

The Lord of life and glory who condescended to 
come out of little Bethlehem Ephratah ; He who, 
without the modem millinery, trumpery, styled eccle- 
siastical vestments, proclaimed the Word of life with 
holy fervour from a fisherman's boat, did not disdain 
to meet His humble, ardent, persecuted followers in 
Calvin's tirotto. 

Here, hidden from the strife of tongues, our 
young Beformer preached what he had tasted and 
handled and felt of the Word of life. And here for 
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the first time in France, as &r as is known, the Lord^s 
sapper was administered, after the Protestant order,. 
IK TWO KINDS : bread and wine. 

i; i THI DBCBIK or THE COVKOIL OF COMSTAHOl VOB 

ii I WITHHOLDINO THI OUP FROM THE LAITT. 

1,1 r 

I I ■ In the Council of Constance, which was called at- 

; ! the end of the year 1414, it was decreed in the 

ji thirteenth session, that no priest, nnder pain of ex- 

ii I communication, shall communicate unto Jbhe people 

! j under both kinds, that is, of bread and wine. From 

j that time, therefore, it has been the custom for the 

Ii [ priest to drink the wine, and to giye the bread ta the 

j laity. The reasons given in the " Catechism of the 

f Council of Trent *' (page 248, Buckley's translation) 

[ I for this remarkable dividing of the Lord's ordinance* 

'I are as follows : 

**Iii the firat place, the greateet oaution wm neoessary to* 
avoid ipiUifig (hi hlood of the Lord on the ground.... Lithe> 
next place .... that it might hum aad. Bendee, there are many 
who cmikmot at all btar the tatte or eren mull tff wm$., . .that in 
many oountriee, wine is extremely eoaroe. ..inourxing heaT]r 
expeneee and very tedious difficult journeys. 

*' Finally, a eireumstance of the utmost importance, menns. 
were to be taken tx^ uproot the heresy of thoee who denied that* 
Ohrifit, whole and entire, is oontained under either species.*' 

These five reasons are given by the Church of 
Borne herself for thus laying aside the commandment 
of God for her tradition. -- 

LIT us KXAXINl THIH BY THI WOBD Of OOD AND 
I llASON. 

First, there is the dread of epilKng the wine, or 
Hood ae they call it, upon ihe ground. May we not 
reasonably ask why t^ere is such a horror of this 
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wine being spilled npon the gronnd seeing that the 
real blood of Jetut fell in great drape to the ground ! 
Lnke zxii. 44. 

Next, there ii the possibility of this vnne turning 
iacid. 

But may not this and all the other reasons giyen 
-for thus withholding the cnp from the laity, t^PPV 
with equal f oroe to the clergy f May they not leave 
the wine till it turns acid f 

Then there are many who cannot at aU bear the 
iaete or even the emell of wine. Does this apply only 
to the laity f 

Are there no priests who cannot bear the taste 
4ind smell of it ? 

The difficulty of obtaining it and the expense 
4ittached to it will apply as mnch to the clergy as to 
the laity. It is generally found in countries the most 
remote from wine-growing districts that that article 
can be too easily obtained and is too freely used. 

The fifth reason assigned for thus setting aside 
the commandment of Grod is supposed to be of the 
^' utmost importance.'' It was to uproot the idea of 
** Ohriet tohole and entire" not being "contained 
imder either species.'' 

By Christ "whole and entire/* the Church of 
Home means the body and blood, the eoul and Divinity 
of Christ after consecration, and that nothing but 
Christ remains, although He has the appearance of 
bread and wine. 

Here let us pause and ask. Is this Christ, which 
is supposed to be offered in the Sacrament, dead or 
alive f It the answer be "He is dead," we ask, 
^' Can Divinity die 1 *' If the answer be that " He is , 
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a liying Sacrifioe/' we again ask. Can this living- 
Christ, whole and entire. Divinity and hnmanitj, by 
being left in the onp turn acid f 

Thus by Calvin administering the Lord's sapper 
in both kifkoU he laid himself open to excommunioation 
with those fearfnl corses in which Rome so fireely deals. 
Yet it was his satisfaction to know that he waa 
in company with Paul and Jesns, for they both 
administered the Lord's supper in two kind", and 
therefore are both nnder the curse of the Church of 
I • Borne. 

I - Paul said to the church of Corinth, " I received 

of the Lord thai which also I delivered unto you. 
I That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was- 

I betrayed took bread : and when He had given thanks 

I He break it, and said: Take, eat, this is My body, 

j which is broken for you: this do in remembrance* 

I of Me. 

j ''After the same manner also He took the cup, 

when He had supped, saying: This cup is the New 
Testament in My blood : this do ye as oft as ye drink 
it in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat thia 
bread and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 
till He come,'' 1 Cor. zi. 28-26. 

Thus the apostate church lightly seu aside the 
commandment of Grod, and curses, and when she has 
the power, bums those who do not follow her. What 
if the curses should fall upon her own head, and the 
fire return to her own bosom I 
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OALVm BI8IOK8 HIS UVIKCM AXD SICBDIS PROM THI 
I CHUIOH. 

Calvin had not yet openly broken from the church. 
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of Rome> bat still held the two livings whioh were 
conferred upon him in yonth. 

Bat, nnlike oar modem ritaalistic dissemblers, he, 
having separated in heart from the chorch, ooold no 
longer remain in her communion or reoeiye her pay. 
On May 4th, 1534, he retamed to Noyon, and formally 
resigned his livings, and sold his paternal inheritance. 
He next visited Paris. Here the fires of persecation 
were scarcely oat and errors of varioas kinds were 
&st spreading. fChe latter was not to be wondered 
at considering that by the mighty spread of Lnther- 
anism men were roused to think, many of whom took 
not the Bible as their rule of thought. 

Without the Bible, as the rule of religious 
thought, the opinions of men would be as numerous 
and various as their countenances. 

Servetus, of whom we have yet to speak, was 
then in Paris warring against the Divinity of Christ. 
Others were reviving the old Arabian error that the 
soul on leaving the body falls into a state of sleep ; 
against tiiese Calvin published a valuable work, and 
then retired to Basle, a canton of Switaerland. . 
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CHAPTEB XI. 



ti i A Md AdTV&tora in the Dtrk— Morning and its Berektiont— 
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Btftliolom0ir Ifillon^Sapontiiation, Pomp and Barbarity. 

N October, 1&34, soon after Oalvin bad left Paris, 
a tragio scene was witnessed presenting alike tbe 
follj of impmdent seal, the horrible fruits of 
blind saperstition, and the constraining influence of 
the grace of Jesas. 

The &voarer8 of tbe Beformation in Paris, en- 
couraged by the good news from Switserland, sent 
one of their number, Petre Fer^t, to enquire of the 
Swiss pastors whether they thought it wise for them 
to continue to meet in private, or whether it would be 
more to the honour of Gk>d to make some bold stand 
for the truth. 

The messenger arrived, and a conference was held 
at which it was decided to prepare a stirring placard, 
to have vast numbers of them printed, and to post 
them up in Paris and in all the towns and cities of 
France in ooe night. 

The printers were set to work; arrangements 
were made, and in the night of the 18th or the 24th 
October, 1684, hundreds of faithful men, after solemn 
prayer, sallied forth with their bundles of bills. The 
waUs of France were evefywhere thoroughly posted 
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«nd ready as soon as the sun shoald rise to bear 
iritness against the nnscriptoral errors of Poperj. 

Farrel, in preparing the placard, had allowed his 
seal to exceed his judgment, but certainly not to ex- 
•ceed the truth. His warm expressions might inspire 
the enlightened Genevese with good feding, but were - 
more calcuUtted to inflame the anger o£ the bigoted 
Papists of France than convince them of their wrong. 

THE MOBNINO AND ITS BBVSLATIOV. 

The morning soon came, and the sleeping popu- 
lace arose with a cry and intense confusion something 
akin to that which prevailed in Egypt when the Lord 
«mote all the firstborn in the land, from the firstborn 
«f Pharaoh that sat on the throne unto the firstborn of 
the captives that was in the dungeon. 

The land had been visited in the night, the 
streets were strewn with handbills, and every wall 
was calling heaven and earth to witness against the 
Popish Mass and transubstantiation. The testimony 
of the Holy Scripture and the Fathers were cited, and 
common sense was appealed to against the absurdity 
of playing with a god of dough, like a cat with 
a moose, of breaking it in pieces and calling it the 
Lamb of Ood. 

'' By it," said the placard, '' the preaching of the 
Gospel is prevented. The time is occupied with bell- 
ringing, howling, chanting, empty ceremonies, candles, 
incense, disguises, and all manner of conjurations. 
And the poor world, looked upon as a lamb or as a 
«heep, is miserably deceived, cajoled, led astray — ^what 
do I say f — ^bitten, gnawed, and devoured as if by 
ravening wolves.'' 
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When VmI preached at BpheBos the whale oitjr 
mm filled with oonf osioti. llie makers of shrin^a 
aaw their eraft in danger and they therefore stirred 
tp the people to cry, ''Great is Diana of thSF 



The priests of Borne acted in like manner. The/ 
seised the opportunity for spreading numerous &Is» 
reports, of slarming the people and stirring theiif* 
indignation to its very depths. Francis, the king^ 
was agitated and enraged, for the dreaded placard 
had, like the frogs of Egypt, reached even to Ids bed* 
chamber. '' Let all be seised,'' he exclaimed, " and 
let Lntheranism be totally exterminated.'' 

No time was lost in putting this order into 
execution. Under preienes of making atonement for 
the offence offered to the wafer god^ but really to 
atone for the wound inflicted upon the pride of the* 
priesthood, many of the sincere followers of Christ 
were dragged from their homes to the flames. ' 

BABTHOLOXXW XILLOH 

was one of these poor sufferers, and the interesting* 
I account of him given by Dr. Wylie we must not over* 

look. 

''Millon was a dwarfed, deformed, miserable^ 
looking hunchback. His limbs were withered and 
their power gone. But Bartholomew had not alwaya 
been the pitiably mis-shapen object we now behold' 
him. He Was formeriy one of the most handsome 
Inen in all Fitris, and with the gifts of person he 
possessed also those of the mind. But he had led a. 
youth of boisterous dissipation. No gratification 
which his senses craved did he deny himself. Oay in 
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disposition and impeioons in temper, he wm the ring>- 
leader of his companions, and was at all times eqnallj^ 
ready to deal a blow with his powerful arm, or let fljr 
a sarcasm with his sharp tongne. 

" But a beneficent Hand, in the gnise of disaster^ 
arrested Bartholomew in the midst of his mad career. 
Falling one day, he broke his ribs, and neglecting the 
needful reme^es, his body shrank into itself and 
shrivelled np. The stately form was now bent, the 
legs became paralysed, and on the face of the cripple 
grim peevishness took the place of manly beauty. He* 
could no longer mingle with the holiday sport or the 
street brawl. He tot enchained, day after day, in his 
shop, presenting to all who visited it the rueful speo^ 
tacle of a poor deformed paralytic. His powers of 
mind, however, had escaped the blight which fell 
upon his body. His wit was as strong as ever, and it 
may be a little sharper, misfortune having soured his 
temper. The Protestants were especially the but of 
his ridicule. 

*' One day a Lutheran happening to pass before 
his shop, the bile of Millon was excited, and he forth- 
with let fly at him a volley of insults and scofb. 
Turning round to see whence the abuse proceeded, 
the eye of the passer-by lighted on the pitiful object 
who had assailed him. 

''Touched with compassion, he went up to him 
and said, 'Poor man, don't you see that Gk>d has bent 
your body in this vray in order to straighten your 
soul V and giving him a New Testament he bade him 
read it, and tell him at an after day what he thought 
of it. The words of the stranger touched the heart of 
the paralytic 
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'* Millon opened the book and began to read* 
Arrested bj its beantj and majesty, 'he continued at 
it/ says Crespin, 'night and day.' He noir saw 
that his soul was even more deformed than his 
body. Bot the Bible had revealed to him a great 
Physician, and, believing in His power to heal, the 
man whose limbs were withered, but whose heart was 
now smitten, cast himself down before that gracious 
One. 

''The Saviour had pity on him. His soul was 
' straightened.' The malignity and spite which had 
blackened and deformed it were cast out. ' The wolf 
had become a lamb.* He turned his shop into a 
•conventicle, and was never weary of commending to 
others that Saviour who had pardoned sins so great 
and healed diseases so inveterate as his. The gibe 
«nd the scoff were forgotten; only words of loving- 
kindness now fell from him. Still chained to his seat 
he gathered round him the young and taught them 
to read. He exerted his skill in art to minister to the 
poor; and his powers of persuasion he employed day 
after day to the reclaiming of those whom Us 
former conduct had corrupted, and the edification of 
•such as he had scoffed at aforetime. He had a fine 
voice, and many came from all parts of Paris to hear ' 
him sing Marot^s Psidms. 'In short,' says Crespin, 
''his room was a true school of piety, day and night, 
jre-edhoiog with the giory of the Lord.' " 

Such was the change effected by the Spirit of 
God in Bartholoiiiew Millon by means of the New 
Testament. 

His martyrdom took place on the 10th of Novem- 
ber* Words of peace and kindness only escaped his 
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lips in the flames. Deformed in body he was straight 
in son!, and now he walks in the uprightness of Jesns. 

SUPERSTITION, POMP AND BARBASITT. 

In order to cleanse the c?ty from the defilement 
it had suffered the king ordered a solemn purification. 
This of course must be of a ceremonial nature, and so 
arranged as to excite tho admiration of the super- 
stitions populace. 

A procession was arranged in which all the relics 
that could be brought together were borne through 
the streets to do honour to departed saints. Among 
these, as the poor deluded creatures believed, there 
were, ''a bit of the true cross, the real crown of thorns^ 
one of the nails, the swaddling clothes in which Christ 
lay, the purple robe in which He was attired, the 
towel with which He girded Himself at the last supper, 
and the spear-head that pierced His side, fifany saints 
of former times had sent each a hit of himself to grace 
the procession.'' 

'The image of the patron saint of Paris was carried 
through the streets ; the wafer god was carried with 
pomp by the bishop; the king followed on foot, bare- 
headed, carrying a white taper. After him came 
princes, the great ofiioers of state, cardinals, bishops, 
and ambassadors and others, walking two abreast in 
profound silence with lighted flambeaux. The monks 
and clergy of Ptois, the council, the parliament, in 
their red robes, and public oflScers according to their 
degrees, swelled the ranks of the procession, whose 
course was from the Lonyre to N6tre Dame, where 
solemn mass was performed.* 

* For a fnllir soooont see Br. Wylis*s mstoy ^ Frofcettaaftism, 
YoL 3, p. 214. 
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This pomp and supentiiioas show, with the offein 
ing of the wafer christ, shows the absurdity, idolatry, 
and pride of Popery, but the solemn soene of the 
evening reveals its troe spirit. Six poor oonricted 
Lutherans were burnt in a slow fire. 

" They were suspended by a rope to a machine, 
by which they were sereral times let down into the 
flames and again drawn up, till at length the execu- 
tioner cut the rope and precipitated them into the fire. 

Oh, how vastly different to this superstitions 
pomp and barbarity is the religion of Jesus ! 

Before the storm of persecution broke out, as we 
hare said, Calvin left Paris, and, in company with his 
friend Dn Tillet, set out for Basle. When near Mets, 
one of their servants being mounted on the best horse, 
suddenly fled with all their money, and with such 
•peed that it was not possible to overtake him. The 
other, however, as Providence would have it, had ten 
crowns which he lent to his masters, and ilins with 
difllonlty they srrived at Strasburgh, and after a short 
stay went on to Basle. — - 
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thorongh dependence npon Gk>d and Divine Revelation* 
Here, in the Bible, he foand the Apostle, who, like 
Himself, was brought ont of a system of human 
doings, saying, ''If ye be circamcised Christ shall 
profit yon nothing,'' Gal. v. 2. And again, '' By the 
deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His 
sight." 

'' Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by 
&ith without the deeds of the law," Rom. iii. 20-28. 
And, " as Qoi is true, our word to you was not yea .^ 

and nay." | 

'.-5 
INTXBVIBW BETWEEN ERASMUS AND CALVIN. , ^ 

One of the most remarkable of these half-way 
reformers was Erasmus, whom Calvin met at Basle. 
He is said by his biographer to have been reverenced 
as the monarch of learning in the West, and was dis- 
tinguished among his contemporaries for his classical 
style, refined taste, and delicate but withering sarcasm. 

He published a Greek New Testament in the year 
1516; but wrote against Luther. He poured his 
satirical spleen upon the monks, but took care to | 

retain favour with the popes and high church 
authorities. 

Erasmus uras a reformer for the sake of reforming 
abuses and reviving literature; Calvin was reformed' 
in his own soul by the Spirit of Qod, and the refor- 
mation which he aimed at was the liberating of the^ > ^ - 
true church from the bondage of superstitions slavery | ' 
and the bringing of light and immortality to light by ' i 
the €k)spel: j ? 

The interview between the two scholars was brief. * 
Calvin plainly expressed his oonviotions, bat there 
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was no room for the troth in the bou) of Erasmus* 
He winced under the bold statements of Calvin and 
■aid, ''I see a great tempest about to arise in the 
Church against the Church/' 

oaltim's distinouishbd bcholabship. 

At Basle Calvin applied himself to the studj of 
Hebrew, and published the first edition of his famous 
InstituieM of the OhrUtian Religion. This able pro- 
duction, said to be the comer stone of the Reformation, 
was intended to vindicate the Reformers, their fol- 
lowers and their sentiments, from the base calumnies 
heaped upon them. 

As one of the Jesuitical intrigues in our day for 
undoing the Beformation of the 16th century is to 
vilify and degrade the Reformers, it may be as well to 
call in a few witnesses to testify to the scholarship of 
our great Reformer. 

"Calvin," says lyAlemheri, "justly enjoyed a 
* distinguished reputation, and was a scholar of the firsts 
order. He wrote with as much elegance in Latin as 
a dead language admits; and the extraordinary 
purity of his French style is even now admired by 
our skilful critics, and gives his writings a decided 
superiority over the greatest part of his contem- 
poraries/* 

"A new worid opened before the young man in 
the metropolis of letters. He profited by it ; he be- 
came iamSiar with Cicero, and learned from this great 
master to employ the language of the Romans with a 
iMJlity, purity and ease that excite the admiration 
even of Us enemies.' But at the same time, he found 
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riches in this language which he afterwards trans- 
ferred to his own. 

" A new world opened upon society, and for a 
new world there must be new langaages. 

'' Calvin, when called npon to discuss and to 
prove, enriched his mother-tongue with modes of 
•connection and dependence, with shadows, transitions, 
and dialetic forms, that it did not as yet possess." 
lyAuhigne. 

''It is remarkable surely that the two great 
Beformers of Europe should have been each the 
•creator of the language of his native tongue. Calvin 
was the father of the French tongue, as Luther was 
the father of the German. There had been a language 
in these countries, doubtless, since the days of their 
first savage inhabitants, — a " French ** and a '' Ger- 
man " before there was a Calvin and a Luther, just as ! ^ 
there was a steam-engine before James Watt. But it 
is not more true that Watt was the inventor of the 
steam-engine by making it a really useful instrument 
than it is true that Luther and Calvin were the 
•creators of their respective tongues as now spoken ^ 
and written. Calvin found French, as Luther found f 
Gorman, a coarse meagre speech^of narrow compass, j 
of small adaptability, and the vehicle of only low f 
ideas. He breathed into it a new life. A vastly { 
wider compass, and an infinitely finer flexibility, did i i 
he give it. And, moreover, he elevated and sanctified ^ \ 
it by pouring into it the treasures of the €k)spel, | i 
thereby enriching it with a multitude of new termsy ^ 
.and subliming it with the energies! of a celestial fire. 
This transformation in the tongue of France the Be* 
iormer achieved by the new thinking and feeling he 
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taught his countrymen; for a language is simply the* 
outcome of the life of the people by whom it is spoken/' 
Dr. Wylie. 

ANOTHER JOHN CALVIN. 

Let US here remind our readers that there was. 
another John Gauvin or Calvin, as we call him, con- 
temporary with our author. D^Aubigne says: ''We 
know what the Popish writers are accustomed to dc 
They take advantage of the misdeeds of John Canvin 
at Noyon, and ascribe them to the Reformer. They 
tell their readers gravely that he was driven from his. 
native town for misconduct, after having been con- 
demned to be scourged and even branded/' 

But the facts of the case are thus related : '^ Some 
years after Calvin had quitted Noyon, another indi- 
vidual of the same name arrived in that city. John 
Cauvin was a young man of corrupt principles, but as he 
came from another part of France, and was a stranger 
in Noyon, he was received among the priests who 
chanted in the choir, and in a short time a chapel was.- 
given him, as in the case of the first Calvin. 

'' As this took place when our Reformer had al- 
ready 'turned to heresy,' (as they call it) the good 
canons looked upon Gauvin's arrival as a sort of 
recompense and consolation; but it was not long^ 
before the disorderly life of this wretched man excited, 
alarm among his protectors. 

^Ile was reprimanded, punished and even deprived, 
of his stipend : but to this he paid no attention, con- 
tinually lapsing again into incontinence. ' Seeing- 
then,' says the canon, ' his hardness of heart, which, 
made him neglect every kind of remonstrance,' the 
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csiDons deprived Jolin Caurin of his chapel and ex- 
pelled him from the chDir. James Desmay, a priest 
atid doctor of divinity who studied at Noyon^ adds, 
that he was privately Bcourged and then driven from 
the town* 

" The Dean of Noyon, however, believing John 
Calvin the Reformer to be a greater sinner for 
lenouncing the Papacy than John Gauvin for all his 
acts of wickedness, takes pains to relate that John 
Cauviti, who had been expelled in 1552 for incontin- 
ence, died a good catholic. ' Thanks be to God/ adds 
he, th[Lt he never turned his coat, nor changed his 
ooat, nor changed his religion, to which his libertine 
life and the example of his namesake Galvin seemed to 
inclino him. He thought it his duty to add this 
chapter for fear the catholic should be taken for the 
heretic.*' 

Our thanks are due to the bishop for his kindness. 
We would not rob him of such an ornament to his 
church, his libertine life included. We are thankful 
to say John Calvin the Heformer, like Paul, changed 
his religion, or rather his religion changed him, and 
ho adorned hia doctrineB with a holy life. 

CALVIH AEREBT£D IN ITALT BT THK OFFICEBS OF THE 
INQarSITION. 

Having pubHshed the first edition of his Insti- 
tutes, Calvin's next bu sines was to visit the Princess 
Ben6e, daughter of Louis XII. of France, wife of 
Duke Hercules of Este, a town of Italy. His pnblica* 
tions had, Ikowever^ by this time brought him to the 
&ant as a leading Beformer, and rendered it pmdent 
to travel under a feigned name. This ho frequently 
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•did, as the oflScers of the Inquisition ^ere in constant 
pursuit of him. 

The prinoess Bende, like her friend Margaret, * 
*Qneen of Nayarre, was the favourer of the Reformers. 

Calvin arrived at her residence in 1535. He held 
meetings in her room and chapel, and expounded the 
way of (}od to all who came. While thus happily en- 
ga^d in his work news came that the oflScers of the 
Inquisition were at hand, and before Calvin had time 
to escape ho was seized and sent off to Bologna for 
trial. Never, under heaven, was there a more dread- 
ful institution formed than the Inquisition. With all 
the determination of the Philippian jailor, who thrust 
Paul and Silas into the inner prison, and made their 
feet fast in the stocks, would these officers therefore 
Iiold their prey. But God, who delivered Paul and 
Silas, could deliver His servant John Calvin, and 
He did. When they had got about lialf way on 
their journey a body of armed men. surrounded 
the whole company and demanded the prisonar's 
release. Thus God arose and delivered His servant ~^ 
from the jaws of the lion that was greedy of his prey. 

*' Phiiae Him for Hit grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress I 
Pndse Him ntill the same for ever, 
Slow to ohide, and swift to bless ; 

Praise Him I Praise Him I 
Glorious in His faithfulness." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



fieflectioTi after Deliverauoe— CalYmlsm— LiVsTarning PoiqU 
^Geneva, 

4FTER tbis remarkable deliirerance from the hands 
ol the enerayj Calvin left Italy and returned to 
his native place, N^oyon, He was called there 
hy the death of hie eldeat brother, Charles, a pri^st^ 
who died in 1536, bj which event the paternal iuheri* 
tanoo devolved on Calvin. 

When referring to hia visit to Italy he was ever 
wont to say that " he only entered it that he might be 
able to leave it/' No doubt the remark had reference 
to his signal deliverance by the hand of God^ or to 
some special token of Divine favour granted as he 
•escaped from such imminent danger. 

We can well imagiae Calvin, in hia solitary secret 
flight from Italy to Koyon, lifting up hb hearty and 
praising G-od in the words of the Psalmist : "If it 
had not been the Lord who was on oar side when 
men rose up against us, then they had swallowed us 
up quick, wheu their wrath was kindled against ns^ 
Blessed be the Lord, who hath not given us as a prey 
to their teeth. Our soul is escaped as a bird oat of the 
snare of th^ fowlers ; the snare is broken and we are 
escaped* Oar help is in the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth," Pealm cxjcir. 
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Leaving Calyin for awliile to go on his waj to 
France, let us give a few moments thought to the 
groundwork of 

CALVINISM. 

Those principles of religion which are honed upon 
the perfections of Ood, are sometimes called Calvinism. 
Not because thej were unknown till Calvin's day, but* 
because he was employed by God to remove the veil 
which ages of superstitious darkness had drawn over 
those rays of eternal truth which emanate from the 
Gt)d of truth. 

On the infinite perfections of Jehovah John 
Calvin took his stand. He believed God to be ''a 
Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable in His beings 
wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.'^ 
Whatever harmonised not with these perfections 
Calvin could not receive as truth. 

He, like Paul, saw God working all things after 
the council of His Own will (Eph. i. 11), and any 
ancertainty about the final issue of even the smallest 
of events he saw detracting from the perfections- 
of God. 

Absolute, unconditional election of the people of 
God in Christ, together with their predeetincUion U> 
be conformed to the image of Christ, and the absolute 
predeetination of all means to bring about this end 
were therefore some of the fundamental principles of 
religion with our Reformer. 

He, too, like P^ul (2 Tim. i. 9), was cateful U> 
■how that God's purpose of mercy and grace wa$ not . 
heued upon any good worke foreseen in the persons 
ohosen from. the mass of &Uen humanity. * t 

No uneoriaiiUy did he see aboat the result of the . 
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great sacrifice offered on Mount Galyary ; but, in tko 
language of the inspired prophet, lie could saj, " He 
shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be stUu' 
fied," Is. liii. 11. 

The tancHfication of the Spirit and the gracious 
obedience of God's elect, too, were with him no matters 
of doubt. He could hear Peter saying, "Elect 
according to the foreknowledge of God the Father 
through sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience/* 
1 Peter i. 2. 

Neither did^he believe it possible for anj of these- 
to fall away and be lost. With the following emphatic 
uttorance of the Lord Jesus, his spirit blended, '' I 
give unto them eternal life ; they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of My hand. 
My Father, which gave them Me is greater than all, 
and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's 
hand," John x. 28, 29. 

Like Paul, he was confident of this very thing, 
that He which begins a good work in His people, 
will perform it until the day of Jesue Christ, Phil. i. 6. . 

UFl's TUKNINO POINTS. 

Having settled his affairs in Noyon, Calvin 
quitted it for ever, and taking with him his brother 
Anthony, his sistor Maria, and a few other friends, he A 

proceeded towards Basle or Strasburgh. But the t] 

Emperor, Charles Y., having penetrated with his army 
into France, Calvin must needs go ihrough Oeneva^ 
TJiis event, apparently small in itself, gave a turn to 
t\e whole, odurse of Calvin's life. It was one of those ! ( 

remarkable little pivots upon which, in the order of a '1 

Divine provideniee, the most momentous oiroumstanoes- « • 

turn. . 
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OENITA. 

G^neyiii like Bethlehem-Epliratah, was small, and 
on that account despised. Bat, as Jehovah had 
designed that the sublime, prophetic anthem of Isaiah, • 
^' Unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Bon is given,'' 
&c., should hare its accomplishment in Bethlehem, . 
«nd that out of the little city of Judah the Buler of 
i j Israel should come forth, so had He appointed little 

i despised Geneira as the place where the Gospel should 

; I take root, and send forth its fruit to the nations. 

It is well-known to the Papacy, that where Cal- 
yinism takes root, its adherents generally become, not 
only &ithful followers of Christ, but most loyal and . 
patriotic. Nothing is therefore more dreaded, hated, 
and misrepresented by the priests of Rome than the 
Oospel, as believed in and preached by Calvinists. 

From the little city, which became the favoured 
«cene of our Reformer's labour, there is much to 
learn. Some of the most desperate,, yet most noble 
battles for freedom from the arrogant claims of a., 
•deluded priesthood were fought both by the sword of 
«teel and by the sword of the Spirit in Geneva. 

William Farel, Peter Yiret, and Froment were 
'among the true soldiers of the cross, who took the 
lead in the strngglee for life and liberty before Calvin 
arrived in Geneva. A brief sketch of these worthies, 
their wars and their victories it will be needful to give 
in order to understand Calvin's work at Geneva. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



Church and Statfl, —Geneva. — ITillUm 'Pmrol.— Promeiifs 
schooL 
^Y kingdom is not of this world: if My king- 
dom were of tWs world then wonld My 
servants fight/' is the dear delineation of 
the tme church of God in this world given by the 
King whose name is the LORD. 

It is not necessary then, it appears, for the 
church'a eiiBtence that she should have temporal 
power or be supported by the state. Yet those kings 
and queens who, according to the promise, have been 
her nursing fathers and nursing mothers, have added 
glory to their dignity as monarchs, and strength and 
efitablishmcut to their thrones. 

Kings surely can regulate the affairs of their 
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kiugdoms according to the light of Divine revelation, ; j 
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ftnd be real cherishers of the kingdom of God on 

earth, without intermeddling with its internal and ; | 

spiritual arrangements, and the church can receive ;*| 

support and protection from wholesome laws without , | 

her ministers claiming temporal power. • j 

The above imptnre shows ns that to fight to j 

obtain temporal dominion and to make laws to ! j 

regulate corameroe, is not the prerogative of God'a I J 

ministers, neither is it the prerogaiive of kings to '^ 
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I make laws to regalate the worship of the trao God. 

I Tet, if a naiioneU charoh like the church of England 

j be established and endowed, possessing large landed 

estates, and her bishops take seats as legislators in tho 
j House of Lords, it is obyious that such an establish- 

j ment most come ander state regolation. 

I The Pbpaoj is, however, not rightly called a 

I ehureh, it is a cormpt, foreign, political organisation,. 

j > seeking by pretensions to spiritaal power, to bring 

I the wealth and power of nations under priestly 

; domination. Whaler name she assumes, whether 

•''Catholic" in Ireland, or ''Ritualist'' in the 
Protestant Church of England, she answers to no 
Scriptural delineation of the church of Grod on record. 
Had Jesus hare said, " My kingdom i$ of this world,, 
and therefore My servants fight/* the Papacy would 
have been justly described. The history of 

OIIIIVA 

furnishes some examples of what the spirit and 
practice of Popery have been from its rise in tho 
fourth century until now, and we may rest assured 
that there will be no improvement. 

No sooner was the little city free from the 
empire of Charlemagne and beginning to arrange tho 
order of its government than the bishop stepped 
forward to daim the right of temporal dominion. A 
oonces^^B was granted to the extent of taking tho 
bishop into union with the citisens in the civia. 
jurisdiction^ reserving at the same time the right to 
the people to elect their own bishop. 

For agee the little republic maintained its 
independence against the encroachments of the> 
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counts of Bavoy^ bat in the fifteenth century the 
Duke Armadeus VIII. appealed to Pope Martin Y. ta 
grant him the lordship of Greneva. The people 
stoutly resisted and the Duke withdrew from the 
hopeless contest. The Pope had, however, a more 
quiet way of destroying Geneva's freedom. He 
claimed the privilege of appointing the bishop. This 
point being gained, he next, in the course of time, 
appointed a prince of Savoy to the office. Thus the 
people found themselves duped by having in their 
council chamber a prince-bishop to represent the Pope ^ 
and 8avo^ instead of having a spiritual adviser. 

Geneva soon found herself stripped of her birth- 
rights, and the city filled with the fruits of a pro&kue 
priesthood. A terrible and lasting internal conflict 
ensued. Men were saturating the earth with each 
other's blood, the one that he might trample on the 
rights of his fellow man, and hold him as his horse 
or ass with a bridle ; and the other that he might 
breathe the world's air with freedom and rightly use 
his mental and physical powers for his profit. Grod, 
however, was preparing a lii^ht ; and liberty for 
Geneva, that nei^iher Popes nor Kings could take 
away. 

WILLIAM riBBL. 



The sword had been devouring its multitudes in 

and around Geneva, when God anointed William $ 

Farel and sent him in the sword's track to gather the . j 
remnant according to the election of grace. William, 
in his early days, was a Papist, an4: a student at the 

Borbonne, ander Le Fivre, but was brought to a ^ 

knowledge of the Truth. In the towns, around ^ '; 

1; 
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; (Geneva he preached with marrellous success. ''The 

i harvest traly was plenteoas/' Town after town 

became Protestant. Images and altars were removed. 
I Priests armed themselves with weapons of war to take* 

his life. They tried to incite the people with shouts 
;! of " Kill him, kill him/' " Duck him," " Beat out his 

ij brains." They sometimes knocked him down and 

* , beat him, and once almost killed him, but Farel, 

j; strengthened by his God, grew the more zealous^ 

> and, amidst cold, hunger, and weariness, boldly 

!i preached the Christ which had become precious to 

1 . his soul. 

I, 

In 1532, he with his friend Saunier entered 
(Geneva and preached upon the Word of God, the 
{ fountain of all Divine knowledge and pardon through 

'; the blood of Jesus. 

j This of course could never be permitted. If the 

M Word of God be the fountain of all Divine knowledge 

\\ the voictf of tradition^ or the ''living voice" of the 

|! Church (the priest's), must be of little worth ; if 

pardon of sin be only through the blood of Jesus, 
I priestly absolution must be a cheat. 

The episcopal council met and summoned the 
preachers before them, but with their minds already 
made up not to let them escape. Two magistrates 
however accompanied them to see that they returned 
alive. XTnder their sacred robes some of the council 
concealed fire-arms. Again let ns repeat the words 
at the heading of this paper. "My kingdom is not 
of this world: if My kingdom were of this world, 
then would My servants fight." 

The members of the council, canons, bishop's 
officers and high clergy were of course all in their 
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Tobes. The Roformers were asked why they oame 
4^here. Farel meekly replied, "I am sent by God; I 
4im come to annoanoe His Word/' It was told him 
"that a layman ought not to preach. He replied that 
4hey were not the true sacoessors of the apostles, as 
they did not care for the doctrine of Christ. They 
rose to their feet, and pulled the Reformers about. 
^' Come, Farel," said they, " you wicked devil, what 
makes you go up and down thus ? Whence comest 
thou ? What business brings you to our city to throw 
•us into trouble ?" " I am not a devil," said Farel ; 
''' I am sent by God as an ambassador of Jesus Christ. ^ 

I preach Christ crucified. He that believeth on Him 
hath eterzial life. He that believeth not is con- 
demned.'* " He blasphemes; he is worthy of death." 
•" To the Rhone I to the Rhone !" said they. *' It were 
'better to drown him in the Rhone, than to suffer this 
wicked Lutheran to trouble the people." '* Speak the 
words of Christ, and not of Caiaphas," replied Farel. 
-^'Eill the Lutheran hound," they madly exclaimed. 
-*' Strike I strike I" cried Dom Bergen, proctor to the 
-chaplain. They struck at them, and a servant of the 
Grand- Vicar, armed with a gun, levelled it at Farel 
4uid pulled the trigger; but as God would have it, it 
missed fire. ''I am not to be shaken by a popgun; 
your toy does not alarm me," said Farel. 

Tlurough the vigour of the two magistrates, the ^ 

4ivea of the Reformers were preserved, but they were | 

ordered to leave the town in six hours or be brought 
tto the stake. 

Meantime the lower clergy, armed with clubs and 
*dagger8, assembled round the door, and, like the 
iorty Jews who bound themselves under a curse 
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neither to eat nor drink until tliej had slain Paul, the^ 
TOwed Tengeance on Farel. Bat Farel had been recom- 
mended bj the lords of Berne. To ipjnre him would 
be to insult them, so the syndics called out the guards 
who caused the crowd to fall back, and although one 
priest aimed a blow at Farel with a sword, he and his 
friends safely escaped out of the city. 

rROMSKT's SCHOOL. 

Farel next persuaded a young man far less 
courageous than himself, named Froment, to go and 
take up the work at Geneva. Froment's appearance- 
was mean. No one seemed to fear him ; no one seemed 
encouraged by his appearance. But he took a room 
near the Molard or market-place, to open as a schooL 
He wrote out the bills on which he said : " Children 
and adults would be taught to write French in a 
month,'' and '* many diseases would be cured gratis.'' 

The bills were posted, the doors opened, and 
numbers of children came. The Bible was the text 
book, and God so blessed the labours of the humble.^ 
teacher that his school room was soon crowded by 
anxious adult listeners to the Word of Life. 

One of the converts was Claudine Levet, wife of 
a citizen, a bigoted, but no doubt a sincere, Komanist- 
She came by invitation to hear the singular and 
simple teacher, taking care at the same time to secure 
herself against any Protestant infection by incense* 
and charms, by crossings and prayers. God, however, 
had a purpose of mercy towards her. Her proud 
heart was humbled, the arrow of conviction entered. 
At the close of the sermon* she asked : ^* Is it true,, 
what you say f Is it all proved by the Gospel ?'*" 
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^'It IB." "Is the book from whicli you preached a 
^naine New Testament ?^ " It is/' " Is not the Mass 
mentioned in it ?" ''It is not/' The Testament at her 
request was given her, and for three days she confined 
herself to her room and read. Who, but one that has 
been a sincere yet blind Romanist, can tell the severe 
straggle between light and darkness that went on in 
the seal of Madame Levet during those three days ? 
Yet God used His Word, and the scales at the end of 
three days, like Paul's, fell from her eyes. 

The work of the Lord by Froment thus went 
forward until one day while preaching in the market- 
place, a band of soldiers, and a number of armed 
priests, came to arrest him. He, however, by the 
assistance of his friends made his escape, and left 
Geneva. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



A True Ghmoli— Angels of Durknoes and their Weapons of 
Warfare— Public Disputation — Spiritual and Political Fio- 
testantism— -The Nuns of St. Claire — ^Nuns and Nunneries*— 
All Bibles ordered to be burnt— Sham Pilgrims— Gk>d pre* 
serred the Beformers from being Poisoned— Ftotestantism.. 
established in Gtoneya. 

#^ABEL and Froment were for a season absent from 
V Oeneva, bat the good seed was sown, and the 
J^ tender blade was soon fonnd piercing the frozen 
clod. The work went on according to the word of 
the Lord by Isaiab (It. 11), " So shall My word be 
that goeth forth oat of My month, it- shall not retnm 
nnto Me void, bat it shall accomplish that whicb I*- 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it.'' 

The beantifally pathetic description of the Chnrch. 
in troabloas times given by Malachi (iii. 16), as well 
applies to tho new-bom charch in Geneva as anything 
we have seen. *' Then they that feared the Lord sptike 
ofien one to another, and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it, and -a book of remembrance was written 
before Him, /or them that feared the Lord and that 
thaughi npon His name.'' Here, iu a garden outside 
the walls of the city, were a few needy sinners seeking- 
the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, and the 
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Lord Fas in their midsti It waa a true and com^ 
plots Churcli Eimilar to the little band that met at 
Getliseinane. 

'* A band of faitbful Tnen 
Met for God'a worship in fioo^e humble room. 
Or, ficreened from foes by sjidnight'B stfir-lit glooiD, 

On hill -aide or lone glen* 
To bear tbe counsels of Hlb Holy Word, 
Pledged to each other, and their common Xjord. 

These, few as they may be, 
Compoee a, church, eucb aa in priatine age. 
Defied the tyrant's steel, the bigot's rage: 

For, where but two or three, 
Whftte'er the place^ in faith'a comtDUiiioti meet. 
There, with Christ present, is a diurch complete." 

The "little flock " met together to talk of Him 
whom they lovedj and to receive tk© Lord's supper m 
commemoraHon of His deatk. 

This sacred and solemn part of tke Lord's service 
is noTT too often neglected by the godly and idolised 
by the carnally-minded professor* Yet it is well wken 
the truly God-fearing, attending to the dying com^ 
mand of their Redeemer^ git at His table ia r^emem-^ 
hrancc of ifim, and by living faith, 

** View Him in th&t ohTe pieBS, 

Squeezed and wrung till 'whelmed in blood, 

Tiew their Moker^e deep diatreas, 
Hear the aif^hf) and groans of God 1 

Then reilect what sin must be, 

Ga^ng on Getheemane.** 

ANGELS or DABEKESa JUfB THEIR WlAfONS Of WAfiTASfi^ 

A bali cauGe cannot bf^ committed nnto the 
Lord by faith j carnal means are necessaiy to Boa^ 
tain it. 
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Various and onrious were the stratagems employed 
to prerent the progress of trath. 

Farel and Viret were represented to the snper- 
stftious multitude as feeding devils at their tables in 
the shape of huge black cats. Farel was said to hare 
no white in his ejes and a deril hanging at every hair 
of his beard. 

Bern and Firburg, two cantons of Switzerland, 
were both allies of Geneva. The f ormer, which was 
by far the larger, early received the Protestant faith ; 
Firburg continued to support the Romanists. On the 
20th March, 1533, Bern demanded that the Gospel 
Should be preached in Geneva. A few days later 
{March 27th), the canons, priests, and other leaders 
of the Papists, met by torch-light armed in the 
Vicar-General's Council-hall and bound themselves by 
oath to kill all the Protestants in Geneva without one 
exception. 

Next day 700 persons, including 300 armed 
priests, met in the cathedral, headed by Canon Wemli, 
^ blustering and sealous Romanist. This number waa.. 
augmented by other detachments until it amounted to 
2,500, to which were added large numbers of wives, 
mothers and children, with aprons full of stones already 
at Wemli's command to make an attack upon the 
Lutherans or Bible-readers. 

The Lutherans prepared for defence, but this 
'battle was mercifully prevented by the mediation of 
some merchants of Firburg. 

The priests, however, could not rest. Pardon 
ihrongh the blood of Jesus, without priestly interven* 
tion, images or rdios, were freely proclaimed, and 
tbtij saw their craft in danger. Seising the oppor- 
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tnnity, therefore, while many of the Protestant mer*- 
chants were absent at Lyons, Canon Wemli pat oft 
his sacerdotal robes, clothed himself in armoar like 
Groliath, and led a company of armed priests into the- 
market-place. ^^Where are the Lutherans? Where^ 
are the Lutherans?" he exclaimed. But the night 
was too dark well to see them. Nerertheless, the 
zealous canon went forward striidng at any one and 
anything he could find, protesting his willingness to 
die for the church, and he did die I That night (May 
4th, 1533) his company was routed, and himself found 
a silent breathless corpse. 

By the demand of Catholic Firburg the prince 
Bishop returned to Geneva to try the prisoners. He 
inyited the chiefs of the Protestant movement to his 
palace, and as soon as the doors were closed behind 
them, threw them into irons. This inroad upon the 
liberties of Geneva offended both Catholic and PkXH 
testant, and before the trial was over, he gladly 
returned to his snug quarters. 

PUBUC DISPOTATIOH. 

The next attempt to crush the growing thirst for 
liberty of conscience, was upon a more lawful plan, 
and, if fairly conducted, no Protestant would have 
had cause for complaint. 

Guy Furbity, a Dominican, a doctor of Sorbonn^^ 
of great reputation for learning and eloquence, was 
brought to Geneva, and escorted with great pomp to 
St. Peter^ffby a large body of armed Catholics. Here 
the doctor was to have preached Advent sermonS; but 
instead of this, he so loaded the Protestants with 



J^^nfidAiilai 



U 



118 

abase, thai Bern, Gtoneva's ally, took it as a personal 
insult and demanded his arrest. 

Farel, Viret, and Froment were sent back to 
Geneva hj the Bernese, under the protection of their 
ambassador, to oounteract the evils arising from the 
doctor^s abuse. 

Furbity undertook to prove from the Word of 
God all he had stated. A public disputation between 
Um and the Bef ormers therefore took place, but the 
poor doctor broke down and miserably failed in his 
.-attempt. Farel, Viret, and Froment then went for- 
ward preaching the Word under the protection of the 
Bernese ambassadors, and the Reformation in Gt)neva 
made rapid progress. 

SnUTDAL IKD POUTIOAL PR0TB8TANTI8K. 

As Protestantism and liberty always go hand-in- 
hand, it can readily be understood that vast numbers 
of the people were willing at any time to fight for the 
Reformation, not from a love to the Gospel itself, but., 
ior the national freedom which the Gospel brought 
with it. 

Bearing this in mind, it will not be difScult to 
oonceive how that while some, hearing the Word 
preached^ were brought up out of the horrible pit and 
miry clay, and rejoiced in the pardoning love and 
eternal mercy of G^d in Christ ; others finding them- 
selves relieved from the iron yokes of Popery, shook 
themselves, as it were, from the dust, and looked 
round for revenge upon the monster that had held 
them so long under a superstitious spell. 

The convents, the strongholds of superstition and 
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«mta of iDiquitjj were first atfcaisked and pulled down 
for material a to gtrengtben the fortifications. 

THE ^tmS Ot ST. CLAIEK. 

The nuns of St. Claire obtained periniasioti to 
depart to Anneci. 

*' One of tha sixterhood, in a book still extant/* 
Bays D/er in his life of Cal^rJn, "has painted in the 
mojsfc lively colours the particulars of their removal. 

"It was a piteous thing,** this sister tells ns, ''to 
see this holi/ company in such a plight, so overoome 
with fatigae and grief, that several swooned hy the 
way. It was rainy weather, and all were obliged to 
walk through the muddy roads, except fonr poor in- 
yalids who were In the carriage. 

" There were six poor old women, who had taken 
their yows more than sixteen years before. Two of 
these, who were past sixty-six, and had never seen 
anything of the worlds fainted away repeatedly. 
They conld not bear the wind ; and when they ^w 
the cattle in the fields they took the cows for bears, 
and the long- wool! ed sheep for ravishing wolves. And 
though our motheri the vicaress^ had supplied them 
all with good shoes to save their feet, the greater 
number could not walk in them, but hung tbem at 
their waist. And so they walked from Ryg in the 
morning, when they left Oeneva, till near midnight, 
when they got to St. J alien, which is only a little 
league o^ " 

But the good sister, who gives the foregoing 
aococint of the holy company^ omits to name that after 
they were gone subterraneous passages were found, 
oommunioating with the Franciscans. 
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These sabterraneons passages most have been dag^ 
by some of the holy brothers or holy sisters. But, 
apart from what this means of commnnication suggests, 
before leaving this subject may we not jostly ask what 
good can possibly arise from this unnatural system of 
imprisoning women for years within convent walls, 
until they are unable to walk in shoes, and are so 
ignorant as to take sheep for wolves, and cow3 for 
bears? 

Is this what we are to understand by the Apostle's 
words : " Wherefore, come out from among them, and 
be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
clean, and I will receive you V 2 Cor. vi. 1 7. Cer- 
tainly the context does not favour such an idea, and 
if such a construction be put upon the passage it must 
apply to all believere. How then shall they be '* dili- 
gent in business?'' How will their ''light shine 
before men ?" How shall '^ wives be subject to their 
own husbands," or'' children obey their parents," if all 
such relationships cease to exist in the church of God T 

The whole system of conventual life is con- 
trary to human nature, even in its pristine perfection 
{Qen. ii. 18, 24). It is contrary to Divine revelation,, 
a plague spot on the face of any civilised nation, and 
a disgrace to modem society. It is Mormonism, des- 
potism, tyranny and slavery, under the guine of 
Ohriatianity, enclosed by walls to hide it from public 
scrutiny. 

The anguish of the poor hapless creatures, who 
too late find out their mistake, is touohingly repre-> 
sented in the following lines : 
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<* Sorrow and sm, com© ia, como in ! Open our doors and seo> 
We choao it ? tru^t bat Little knew hero was aucb muery* 
Alone P th no^ would Qod Vitifr^ no. Watched, liatod, fotmd 

to Bin, 
Ohf yd who dare to fpeaA your care, — men of t^e world, oome io. 

Men o! the world, come in, com© in 1 Of what ato y&u afraid P 
Each CoBTent has its prison doors of strongest iroQ made. 
Ejich mother (Heaven avenge the lie 1) haa key a and scowls and 

ttiongn. 
Men of the world, oome in, come in, and scan the ooQTeiit 

wrongs, 

A woman in a woman^t power : a priest where no one heara. 
Can ye not guess what seorets live withim these iron bata f 
Are Englieh Sonators bo dull in these enlightened days, 
That they cwi see no need to let the light in on aar waja ? 

Ask us once more to take the veil in the broad IJ^ht of day. 

With no inHmidati&n near, and all the pomp awuy* 

Say, "Will ye be the Brides of Heaven while yet ye itaf 

below r' 
We tum our eyes upon the priests, and shuddering answer^ 

Glamour away, women, for admittance to our cells, 
Men at the city, men of state, ring, ring the Convent Bells, 
melancholy madness of the people to to sleep 
While W0 are too much maddened by indignities to weep. 

Men of the worid, oome in^ come in, and if ye £nd no crime 
Better for aff ,— *|he de»iU fear torment befitre their time. 
But while the world is bolted out and uw aro bolted in, 
To test the holiness of Eome, men of the world, oome in, !'* 

Mbs* T* Uhapldt. 

These and fiiroilar wailiDgs call upon the Britiah 
eenatom to pot the law in fon^e for the rights of help- 
lesa British Buhjecta. 

a m 
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ALL BIBLM OBDBKBD TO BB BI7BNT. 

The sword of the Spirit^ the Word of Grod, was 
the powerfal weapon by which the Bef ormatioii in 
Gtoeva was being obtained. This the priests soon 
discorered^ and, on Janoary 1st, 1584, they issued an 
order for all oopies of the Bible, whether in Frenoh or 
Gterman, to be burned. 

In Protestant oountries, where the Word of God 
is considered of more authority than the word of poor, 
puny, sinful man, such an order would bring the 
priesthood into contempt. In the place of it, there- 
fore, we hear such unscrupulous assertions as the fol- 
lowing: /'Protestants do not believe all the BibW 
''They worship a book ; the Lord Jesus is nothing to 
them.'' " They trust to a book instead of the living 
voice of the Church.'' True Protestants, however, 
are too well taught to believe that a few self-seeking 
men are the " Church." They know that every real 
believer in Jesus is a member of His tlhurch. Jesus 
to them is the one thing needful. And the Bible, 
the whole Bible, "not cunningly devised &ble6," 
they value as " the more sure Word of prophecy," as 
Peter said: " Whereunto tb dowbll to takb hbbd." 

SHAM nLORDIS. 

Conspiracy after conspiracy was formed between 
the prince-bishop, the Duke of 8avoy, and Catholic 
Firburg, to humble the people who had cast off their 
authority. But Qod defended the right, and the little 
dty stood like a lighthouse upon a rock, as a beacon 
to the surrounding nations to guide them to the 
Sarbonr of Best. 
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In May, 1534, a large company of armed men,' 
under the gnise of pilgrims, presented themselves at 
the city gates with banners, crosses and relics, desir- 
ing, as it would seem, to do homage to some of the 
saints before their images. The Grenerese, however, 
flaw through the pious fraud, and kept the army 
■outside. 

It is remarkable how the Devil by Popery apes 
the kingdom of God. The people of Grod are pilgrims 
and strangers upon earth, because they, through 
grace, came out from the world's religion and pleasures 
to seek a city which hath foundations whose Builder 
and Maker is God. The Devil, therefore, has his 
pilgrims, not such as have fled for refuge to lay hold 
on the hope set before us, but such as make pilgrim- 
ages to the works of men's hands. 

<K>D PJUBSBBVXD THS RSfORMBBS FROM BEING POISONID. 

In 1585, a determined effort was made to poison 
the three Reformers. Farel, Yiret and Froment 
lodged in the same house, and a woman, who waited 
upon them and professed to be a convert, was induced 
by the priests to put poison into some Spanish soup 
under the idea that she would b^ performing a very 
meritorious act. Froment was just about to taste it 
when a messenger announced that his wife and chil- 
dren had arrived, so he escaped it. Farel preferred 
aomething else. Viret, who had not recovered from 
a wound received from a priest, took some, but the 
woman's conscience immediately smote her, and she 
entreated with tears that he would drink some water 
as an antidote. She escaped to the house of the canon 
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who Iiad indaoed her to oommit the nn, bat was 
bioaght back and confessed all. 

PB0TK8TANTI8M ISTABUSHKD IH OKHITA. 

On the 10th of Angost, 1535, the CooncQ of Two^ 
Hundred was assembled. Farel addressed them and 
the result was that the mass ceased to be publicly per* 
formed in Oeneya, and on the 27th of the same month 
the Council issued an order requiring the citizens to 
worship Gk>d according to the Scriptures, and for* 
bidding all papistical idolatry. 

Thus the Bef ormation of Geneva was so far es- 
tablished, and a republican form of Goremment more 
definitely arranged. Many and terrible, however,., 
were the battles yet to be fought to defend the city 
from outside foes, and many victories had to be gained 
by the sword of the Spirit within. 

The Reformers had so far, at the risk of their' 
lives, struggled to bring light and truth into Geneva, 
and God had given them the victory. But a more 
calm, powerful, and logical mind was necessary- to 
ground and settle the national and spiritual affairs of 
Geneva. 

Farel felt the need of this. He and his compan-^ 
ions had pioneered the way, but now they feel the 
need of a man to take the work from their hands and 
consolidate it. Their hearts are uplifted to God. He 
sees and hears His praying servants, and while they 
are praying, Calvin, having finished his business at 
Noyon, is on his way to Geneva. 

'' the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God I How unsearchable are Hia 
judgments, and His ways past finding out.'' 
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Tte Decree of \h^ Crcfttura sud the Decree of tha Crefttor.— 
Seeds of iDtorottl Disootd.— Oalvio at tbe gato» of QenoTi.— 
F«rera DeouDoiation and O&lTm'fl Surrenden 

!N the foregoing chapters we have aoou BtmggleB 
and triumplia between the light of truth and the 
darknesB of error and euperetition, in and aroand 
Geneva. 

We have ako seen truth established by decree in 
Geneva, But the decree of the creatnre and the decree 
of the Creator are vastly different. When God de- 
crees, Ho foresees all the upposition that will be 
broQgbt against Him^ and He knows that He is able 
to work all things after the conncil of His Own will ; 
when man decrees he knows not how much strength 
may be brought to overpower him* 

The decree to disestablish Popery and to establiali 
Christianity might defend the Protestants^ but it conld 
not make one real one. 

God only can deliver a sinner from the power of 
darkness and translate him into the kingdom of His 
dear Son.. 

TSE BE EDS OP 1KT£RNAL DISCOID* 

Truth was preached and defended in Geneva^ and 
in this there was cause for rejoicing. But had the 
great Preacher of Capernaum sat on Geneva's moun- 
tain dde^ we should again haTe heard Hia Bnblime 
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deBoription of the kingdom of heayen, saying, " Be- 
hold a Bower went forth to sow, and when he had 
sowed some seeds fell by the wayside, and the fowls 
came and devoured them np ; some fell upon stony 
places, where they had not much earth, and forthwith 
they sprang up becaase they had no deepness of earth, 
and when the san was np they were scorched, and be- 
caase they had no root, they withered away. 

" And some fell among thorns, and the thorns 
sprang up and choked them, and others fell into good 
ground, and brought forth fruit,'' Matt. xiii. 3-8. 

A people trained in the lap of the mother of har- 
lots, to see every conceivable deception and wicked- 
ness practiced under the name of religion, could not* 
readily understand the sincerity and purity of Pro- 
testantism. 

Leaving then for awhile the seeds of internal 
discord we will go to meet 

CALVnr AT TBI OATIS Off OINIVA. 

, , It is toward the end of August, 1536, and the 

young Reformer is on his way to Basle or Strasburg, 
as he supposes. He has called to tarry for a night 
only in the Protestant city. But Farel, who is now 
the most influential man in Greneva, has received 
orders to bring preachers of the Gk>spel from all 
quarters, and he hears that the author of the " Insti^ 
iutes '' is in the city. 

Immediately he is on his way, and in a few 
minutes the Beformer of 47 years of age, full of un- 
compromising fidry seal, and the young, slender, re- 

Ijii tiring, but Ibgicid, powerful student and author of 27, 

i|i meet together. 
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Farel showed what victory had been obtained 
«rnd what an open field there now was in the city for 
nsefnl labonr, and urged Calvin i to join him in the 
important work. Calvin shrank from the prominence 
that the work of Greneva would call him to ; he loved 
retirement, and felt that his pen was his fort, fie de- 
clared that he had only come for one night. 

farsl's dinukoiation and Calvin's subrcnbeb. 

''Why seek elsewhere for what is now offered 
yoii 7" said Farel. " Why refuse to edify the Church 
of Geneva by your faith, zeal, and knowledge 7'' 

" I cannot teach,*' replied the modest scholar ; '*I 
have need to learn, and there are special labours for 
which I wish to reserve myself. This city cannot 
«fford me the leisure I require." 

'' Study, leisure, knowledge !'' rejoined the other. 
■" What, must we never practice f" 

Calvin pleaded that he was weak and needed rest. 

''Rest! death alone permits the servants of 
Christ to rest from their labours.'' 

Calvin objected on the ground of his timidity. 
He could not battle with such strong spirits as the 
men of Greneva. But FareFs withering interrogation, 
^' Ought the $ervanta of Jesus Christ to be so delicate 
as to be frightened at warfare 7" almost provoked him 
to buckle on the armour. 

Next the case of Jonah and the Lord's chastening 
vras instanced, but Calvin still held to his purpose : 
his love of retirement and study had almost become a 
•nare. 

FareT, then, as if inspired from above, placed his 
hand upon Calvin*s head and fixing his piercing eyes 
an his, solemnly said, " May Gtod corse yonr repose I 
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May Gtod cane your ttndies, if, in tuoh a great ne- 
oeesity as ours, yoa withdraw, and ref nae to give na 
help and rapport.'' He acoosed him of seeking him- 
aelf rather than Christ. 

Calyin trembled in every limb. The dreadfoL 
denunoiation unhinged his porpose. He felt, as he- 
afterwards said, ''as if Gk>d from on high had. 
stretched oat His hand to stop him.'' And, like the- 
prophet who felt his pardon sealed and receiving his 
oommission from the high ooart of heaven, said, 
^Here am I, send me,'* so Calvin at once felt boond 
to sarrender all his powers to the work of the Lord ai 
Geneva. 
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CHAPTER XVU. 



CUlvm'a Erst work in OeioeTft.— The Theological Teaolittr n^t m. 
Goep«l preaohor— CilTin'a fint Bormon in Q«n©T»,— Publia 
diBputtttion ftnd a Imr oonTert©ii-11io dragoa «id his »flg«lfl» 
— Divine cKafttening in loTingkindneM.— Snperetitioua Con- 
ieomtion of Belle.— The immoral fniiU of Syperstition.— 
The Lord'a Supper «nd tho Bomiah Mua, 

" I^EADING," it has often been said, " makes a full 
1^ man ; conversation a ready mskn, bnt thinking 
^ makes a |;freai man/* 

Calvin, as ^e have seen, possessed each of tKese^ 
advantages in a veiy tigh degree; bntj being tangbt 
by the Spirit of God, he also well knew that buman 
qualifications alone could not £t him to preacli 
" Christ cracified ; " " Christ tbe power of God and 
tbe wisdom of God ;" and " the wisdom of God in a 
mjsterjr, even the hidden wisdom " (1 Cor, i 23, 24, 
and 27), 

Being settled at Gene va^ be was appointed theolo- 
gical teacher and preacher, but tbe Jatter office be for 
aome mouths declined to accept, fearing that he was 
not thoroughly qualified. He bad often preaobed at 
Boorges and other places when mucb younger, without 
presuming to think himself a preacher, but now that 
be is asked to regularly fill that office, tbo great and 
solemn responsibilities of it etand before bim, aad hfr 
witb Paul is ready to ask, "Who is sufficient for these 
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things 7" His lectures on theology he delivered in 
ii '^ l\[ the cathedral of Geneva. 

THl THBOLOOIOAL TIACHIB NOT ▲ OOSPIL PBBACHBB. 

Evidently, Calvin saw a difference between the 
theological teacher and the Gk>Bpel preacher. 

Without any special spiritual qaalifications, and 
-even without Divine grace in the heart, men of leam- 
* ing and of ability may deliver able lectures upon 

biblical and sacred literature without being Gospel 
ministers. And from such men the ministers of Jesus 
are generally as glad to learn as the builder is glad to 
•avail himself of the help of the ladder-maker, brick- 
maker, labourer, &c. 

Yet, certainly, while the (Gospel minister must be 
•considered a theological teacher, there is a vast differ- 
ence between his office and the work of the teacher 
above referred to. 

Does the teacher lecture upon Bible lands, the 
journeys of Israel, the nature and, extent of the wil- 
'demess, and the giving of the law on mount Sinai ? 
the minister, in addition to this, has to warn the 
dinner of the spiritual nature of the law and of his 
ntter inability to meet its holy inflexible demands, 
even as he has felt the same in his own soul, like Paul, 
who said, ** The law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold 
<inder sin; and the commandment which was or- 
dained to life I found to be unto death.'' 

In the wilderness journeys of Israel the minister 

aees and preaches the type of the trial of faith through 

which his own soul and the souls of all the Bpiritual 

Israel of Gk>d have to pass; while manna from 

and water from the rock exhibit to him the 
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bread wluch came down from heaven (John yi. 51)^ 
and the gladdening stream from the Bock of ages 
(Psalms xlvi. 4), for such as hanger and thirst after 
righteousness. 

Does the teacher lectare upon the existence of God, 
His infinite holinesB, power, wisdom, knowledge, iin* 
mutahiliiy, ^c. f The minister also discourses upon all 
these, and yet sees Ood in Christ, reconciling the- 
world unto Himself. He shows the way up to a holy 
Ood through Christ Jesus. 

The power of God, he is happy in speaking of, but 
the exceeding greatness of His power to usward who 
believe, which He wrought in Christ when He raised 
him from the dead, the minister of the Gospel sees to 
be most precious. The infinite wisdom of God in all 
His works he admires and proclaims, but Qodahound-- 
ing toward us in all wisdom and prudence by redemp« 
tion through blood, the forgiveness of sins, according^ 
to the rioliea of His grace, forms a precious addition 
in the minister's theological addreases. 

In short, the teacher counts the number of grapes 
in the cluster ; he discourses upon the weighty shape, 
and constitneut parts thereof ; the minister squeezea . 
the juice into the cap o! thank sginug ; he hands it to 
the man that is ready to pensb ; he driuka thereof 
hitnself and calU upon the name of the Lord. 

Few perliapa of God's sent miniatera are qualified 
theological teachers in the literal sense. '^Kot many 
wise men after the fiesh are called j" and perhaps few 
theological teachers are calltrd to be Gospel ministers. 
Yet each have their partiealar part to take among the 
*' bM things that work together for good to them that 
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love Qoi, to them who are the oaUed aooording to 
His purpose.^ 

The Diyine interrogation^ ''How shall they preach 
•ezoept they be sent?" has referenoe to no hnman 
•anthoritj, bat is aptlj expounded thns : 

<« Jafosmt ths H<d7 Spirit, 

And ths Spirit Mods ths nuu.** 

GALTDI'S mST SIBMOH Iir OIHITA. 

When Oalyin oommenoed preaching, his first ser- 
mon created snch enthusiasm that multitudes followed 
him home to testify their gratification, and he was 
^ obliged to promise to preach again the next day, that 

i I others might hare an opportunity of hearing. ' 

f "His first hfcbours seem to have been almost grar 

tuitous. In the entry of the registers of the 18th of 
February, 1687, we find it proposed to give him six 
gold crowns, seeing as yet he had scarcely received 
anything.^ 

Self-denial and freedom from oovetousness were 
. special features in Calvin's life. 

PDBUO DISPUTATIOV, AVD A FRUB COWIBTID. 

^^ means of instructing the people in the prin- 
^f dplesof the Beformation the Council of Berne ap- 

pointed a public disputation to take place at Lausanne, 
at which all the clergy of that district were invited. 
Every effort was made by the priests to prevent this 
means of enlightening the people. 

Thqr got the dtisens of Lausanne to second their 
efforfcs, and the emperor to prohibit the meetings; as- 
sassins were stationed on the road to murder the 
Ph>testaat ministers. Yet aU was of no avail; the 
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people met, and CalTin^ Yirei;, Farel, aed others 
Attended. 

On the fourtli and fif bli days, Galvin addressed the 
maeting with bo mnch force on the subject of transnb- 
stantiation, that a bare-footed friar, named Tandv 
confessed his conTeraioii on the spot. 

Transubetantiation we consider to be the most 
^bsnrdj blasphemous, God-insalting, unscriptaTal 
and degrading piece of idolatry the world has ever 
known^ and it is no small meroy to be made instra- 
mental in opening the eyes of the deluded followers of 
the Papacy to see the sophistry of this master-piece of 
iniquity « 

Calvin may now be considered to have fairly 
started upon his work at Geneva. But the devil did 
not mean to give up the field very quietly^ and as he 
can do nothing but by Divine permission it is evident 
that the Lord suffered 



THE BETOOK AKD HIS AKOELS 

to £ght against Jesns and His servants, yet he 
prevailed not. Tmly it may be said of those godly, 
laborious, self-denying Beformers, ''They overcame 
him by the B1.00D of the Lamb, and by the Worb of 
their testimony ; they loved not their lives unto the 
death/' Rev. xii. 11. 

Peter CaroU, a doctor of the Sorbonne, was one 
of the prominent angels of darkness in the devil^s 
campaign, and for some time a sore trial to Calvin 
and his companions. At Paris it is said he Hved a 
dissolute Jife, yet ho forsook the chnrbh of Rome and 
joined the Protestants. Subsequently he returned to 
the Caiholio £uth and distinguished himself as a 
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peraecatoT of the Protestants; again lie passed 
himself off as a convert among the Protestants, but 
was by Farel deteoted in appropriating the proceeds 
of a collection for the poor. '* Vain, fickle, insinuating, 
and hypocritical, Caroli's only object seemed to be to 
attract public attention by any means whatever." 

By his duplicity he succeeded in obtaining the 
ministry of Nenchatel, but insisting in a sermon on 
the necessity for praying for the dead he was brought 
before the consistory of Berne. Here his anger burst 
into a flame and he accused Calvin, Farel, and Viret 
with Arianism. 

'' It is but a few days ago," said Calvin, '^ that I 
dined with Caroli ; I was then his yerj dear brother^ 
and he told me to make his compliments to Farel. 
He then treated as brethren those whom he now 
charges as heretics, and protested that he wished 
always to live in brotherly love with us. But not one 
word did he say about Arianism. Where was then 
the glory of Ood, or the honour of the Council of 
Berne 7 If yon had a single spark of true zeal or piety, 
would you have silently suffered your brothers and 
colleagues to reject the Son of God ? 

''But supposing all this of no consequence, I 
demand how you know that I am infected with the 
Arian heresy 7 I believe I have given a pretty clear 
testimony of my faith, i^nd that you will find no more 
ardent supporter than myself of the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. My works are in the hanids of everybody. 
But yon I what proof have you given of your faith, 
except, perhaps, in taverns, or other worse places 7 
For such are the haunts in which yon have passed 
your time* Show xm, then, the very passage on which 
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you found jour accusation ; far I will wash out tHk 
infamy^ and will not endure to be unjustly Biispected.'^ 

CaroH was overwhelmed and alarmed^ aud con- 
fessed Calvin's writings to be orthodox. At a special 
synod called in March to bring Caroli's accusations to 
the teat, he, to save further exposure, publicly 
confessed the immorality of his Hfe in France ; how he 
had dissembled in religious opinions, and even thrown 
into the hands of the persecutors, young men of his 
own acquaintance of whose conduct and principles he 
inwardly approv^ed. 

After this he went to Bomej and handed in & 
paper to the Pope in which he condemned the livea 
and doctrines of the Reformers. The Pope leceived 
him back into the Homish Church and gave him fall 
power to exercise the functions of the priesthood. 
Here we have the sketch of the life of an hypocrite, 
and should it be asked, '* Whatever can induce men to 
thrust themselves thus into company which they 
hate T '' the answer is given by the Lord Himself, 
Matt* xiii. 39 : " The enemy that £owed them is the 
devil/' 

niVlNB CHAETBUJIIG HX LOTlNQ-KINDNESa. 

Burely there is a lesson to learn from thia 
mysterious yet Divine dealing. The Lord who said 
to the serpent, ''I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman and between thy seed aud her seed'' 
(Gen, -iii. 15), also said, "Let both grow together 
until the harvest,'^ the harvest is the end of the 
woild^ Matt, xiii, 30-39. 

In the unfathomable deeps of Jehovah^ s counsels^ 
He has so ordered that His Own Spirit-taught people 
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flhoald be tried by indwelling sin and afflictire- 
cireamBtanoes, tempted by the devil and persecnted 
by the nngodly. Jacob obtained yictory by &ith but 
halted upon hit thigh. David had Joab as a thorn in* 
the midst of all his prosperity; Ptol had his thorn in- 
the flesh, and he, being let into the secret^ revei<l» 
the oaose of the afflictive dispensation, ^ji^r 
^Le$i I Aouid he exaUed ahave meature/' 2 Oor.. 
XU.7. 

Here then we see the canse of the wave upon: 
wave of trial that met Calvin in his new sphere ot 
labour. He had nnparalleled success. No king nor 
emperor was doing so much for the real peace, liberty 
and prosperity of Europe as this skilful wielder of the- 
■word of the Spirit. Therefore the Lord, not in anger,, 
but in loving-kindness sent the trials. 

** lis, i/meed b0. He reprorea us, 
Lest we settle on our lees ; 
Yet He in the fumsoe loves us, 
'Tis expressed in words like these : 

I am with thee, — ^ 

Israel, passing through the fire. 

*' To His diureh. His joy. His treasure, 
Every trial wwks for good, 
Thej are dealt in wei^t and measure. 
Yet how litUe understood; 

Kot in anger, 
But in His dear boynant lore." 

suPiBsnnous coNSicaAnoH or bills. 

Carolina was not the only trial that confronted 
Calvin in Geneva; the regutera of the city show iiiAi 
years before the Bef ormation both priests and people 
were alarmingly immoral. 
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Prostitution i^as Banctioned by tbe etate. It 
T^ould soil our pages too muck to give acco tints even 
of some of their public games, wliich resembled the 
rites of Pagan idolaters* Where superstition abouuds, 
vice is euro to. It erer proves itself to be the pareat 
of corrnption. 

In England we sometimes hear of the cotiBe* 
cration of church bells ; this is a modification of what 
took place in Geneva. Bells about to be hung were 
carried to the font^r dressed like a child to be 
baptized. Sponsors stood for them, Thwy were then 
sprinkled with water and smeared with oiL This 
ceremony having been performed to consecrate them 
to the Virgin they were foolishly supposed, when rung, 
to keep away all bad weather, gho&ts, euchantmeut&i 
and all evil spirits^ 

THE lUJlOEAL FfiUlTS OF SUPBESTITION. 

These and such like wicked absurdities a priest- 
ridden people are always subject to. Priest-ridden, 
we say^ because the whole of the laws oE the Papacy 
tend to exalt the priesthood to the place of God and 
to degrade and enslave the consciences of the people* 

*' If the manners of the laity were corrupt, those 
of the clergy were as bad or worse. The authentic 
documents just referred to bear frequent evidence of 
their profligacy. The canons oi St. Peter's, whose 
office conferred upon them a Bhare in the spiritual 
government of the city, were pariicularly notorioua for 
their misconduct. In 1530 the Genevese refused to 
pay them the tithes, which were so unblushiugly 
applied to the purposes of debauchery/'* 
• I>yw*a Life of Cftlvin, p*e» 77< 
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THB lord's SUPPIB AVD TBI BOmSH MASS. 

A population thuB corrapied could not, hy any 
faullif nl Protestant minister, be admitted to the Lord's 
table, neither conld such things have been expected if 
the Scriptural order had been understood. The 
Lord's supper is held by the Protestant to be a com- 
memorative service, according to the words of Jesus, 
''Do thi$ in remembrance of Me** And in memory of 
the one aacrificefor ein he *' ex-amining himself eats of 
ihi$ BSBAD and drinke of thif eup : " according to the 
word of the Holy Ghost by Paul. '* As often as ye 
eat this BBBAD and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord's death till He come." 1 Cor. xii. 26-28. 

This Lord's supper, corrupted into the Romish 
mass,'*' is by the Papisii received as the real sacriiice to 
wash away sin. Therefore, we find him both before 
and after the most atrocious crimes receiving mass at 
the hands of his priest. What, indeed, can be more 
productive of evil ? 

If a man wishes to commit an extensive robl>ery, 
murder his landlord, or blow up the king and 
parliament, what can so strengthen his purpose as to 
be fully persuaded that in the very act he has the 
favour of God. To this same thing may be traced 
the large amount of crime now committed in all priest- 
ridden countries. 

Calvin found it needful to excommunicate or 
exclude from the Lord's table all the immoral and 
ungodly professors of religion. This to the half 

*Tbit oormptioiit called TrtmiubikaUimikm, WM decreed by - 
the Oouncil of Fkceniia in 109d, before which fime it wm not 
lolly rooeiTed even bj the Ohurdi of BomOb 
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Bomisli parfc of tlie popalation^ seemed an exclosioii 
from the only means of pardon and the only means of 
ireedom in their debaucheries. 

The exclusion^ therefore^ stirred np the Liber- 
tines to almost open revolution^ and Calvin and the 
other leading Bef ormers were banished for three years 
from Geneva. 

Men naturally love sin^ yet most men have a con^ 
•scions insecurity under it^ and some will do anything 
to shelter themselves in a false refuge, but none with- 
out a new heart and a new spirit will seek refuge in 
Christ, the only Saviour. The Papists of Geneva had 
a fancied refuge in this sacrament ; Calvin showed the 
deception, and they drove him out of the city. The 
Jews went about to establish their own^righteousness; 
Jesus revealed their danger, and said, " If ye believe 
not that I am, ye shall die in your sins/' and they 
despised and rejected Him. 

Nothing will stir up the enmity of a deceived 
:8inner so much as to expose his false religion by the 
•light of Divine truth. 

With a conscience void of offence, and with the 
felt approbation of GK)d, these men could leave Geneva. 
In their measure they were treading{in the footsteps 
of their Master. ''The chief priests and elders per- 
suaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas 
^nd destroy Jesus.'' He was led out of the city by 
men of like spirits with the Genevese. He ooold 
sympathise with His servants, and comfort them in all 
their tribulations. 
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CHAPTER X7ni, 



A Terrifio Tempeflt— EoflectioQ,— The Shaft? of the Almighty 

I(g»iii9t OalTiQ's Enemies.— CalTin at Strftsburg* 

gKFORE Calvin and his colleagues were banished 
from Geneva, they had to encounter a terrifio 
tempest of ungovernable raii^, which called forth 
in them that trae heroism^ based upon faith in God, 
which is found in all worthy Kefonners. 

The real cause of banishment was the Beformers 
I refusing to administer the Lord's supper to a godless 

and mauifestlj wicked multitude. Other charges 
were bronght against them^ such as their unwilliugness 
to use unleavened bread at the Lord's table. One of 
|;[ , the most powerful weapons still iii use by the Papists 

against the true church, is that of raising duputett 
uponmaiiers af liUle importance among Proteatants in 
order to divide their ranks and weaken their atrength. 
This Calvin was aware of, and therefore thought it 
wise to consider leavened or unleayeiied bread a 
matter of indifference. But to hand the cup to men 
'![ who, acoording to his certoin knowledgCj would take 

it unworthily, he could not. 

'* On the momiDg of Easter," says Dr. Wylie, 
" 1538, Farel ascended the pulpit of 8t< Gervais, 
CalTin occupied that of St. Peter's.* In the audience 
before them they could see the Libertines in great 
forC6. All was calm on the eurboe, but a single word 
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miglit loose the winds and awake the tempest. Neyer-- 
theless^ they would do their duty. 

" The pastors expounded the nature of the Lord'a 
supper; they described the dispositions required in 
those who would worthily partake of it, and concluded, 
by intimating that this day the holy supper would not 
be dispensed. Hereupon, outcries drowned the voice- 
of the preachers. 

*' The uproar was specially great in St. G^ervois ; 
swords were unsheathed, and furious men rushed to-^ 
ward the pulpit, Farel waited with his arms crossed. 
He had long since learned to look on angry &cea 
without trembling. Calvin in St. Peter's was equally 
resolute. Sooner should his blood dye the boards he- 
stood upon than he would be guilty c^ the pro&nation 
demanded of him. * We protest before you all,' he- 
said, ' that we are not obstinate about the question of 
bread, leavened or unleavened; that is a matter of in- 
difference which is left to the discretion of the church. 
If we decline to administer the Lord's supper, it is. 
because we are in a great difficulty, which prompts us 
to this course.' 

'' Farel had borne the brunt of the tempest in the- 
morning; it was to be Calvin's turn in the evening. 
On descending to the church of Rive, he found the 
place already filled with an assembly, many of whom 
had brought their swords with them. Whatever ap- 
prehensions the young Reformer might have felt, he 
presented to the people which hung upon the edge of 
the storm, a calm and fearless front. He had not been 
more than eighteen months in their dty, and yet he 
had inspired them with anawe greaterthan that which, 
they felt even for Farel. 
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" Calvin stood apart from, and rose abore, all 
^ffonnd bim — above Farel— even above the council, 
whose authority was dwarfed before the moral majesty 
that seemed to clothe this man. He was among them 
like an incarnate conscience ; his utterances were de- 
-crees, just and inflexible, like the laws of heaven 
themselves. 

" While Calvin is preaching, we see a dark frown 
pass suddenly over the faces of the assembly. In- 
stantly there come shouts and outcries; a moment 
after, the clatter of weapons being hastily unsheathed 
MBalutes our ears; the next, we are dsazled by the 
;{^leam of naked swords. 

''The tempest has burst with tropical suddenness 
and violence. The infuriated men, waving their wea- 
pons in the face of the preacher, press forward to the 
pulpit. One single stroke and Calvin's career would 
have been ended.'' 

But by the interposition of some of the more 
friendly. He, "Who calmed the troubled seas of Galilee 
hushed the tempest in the church of Kive, and blood- 
•shed was prevented. 

On the next day the council of Two Hundred 
met, and pronounced sentence of banishment. 

Great efforts were made by the authorities of 
.Zurich and Berne to reconcile the difference between 
the Genevese and the Beformers, and to retain the 
4atter in the city. But the licentious party was irre- 
•ooncQable. Some in the council wished to hear the 
defence ; others drew their swords and demanded the 
•death of the offenders. 

When this decision was communicated to Calvin, 
lie said, " Certainly had I been the servant of men I 
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liad obtained a poor reward; bat it is well that I bave 
served Him Wbo never fails to perform to His sei^ 
yants wbatever He bas promised." 

BBFLECnOK. 

Here let botb reader and writer reflect upon tbe 
'cbaracter and work of tbese men, and upon tbe grace 
and mercy of tbe Lord towards tbem, and also towards 
ns, in raising up and qualifying men to roll back tbe 
migbty waves of bondage, saperstition, and crime, 
tbat were flooding tbe eartb. 

Look at tbe men. Wbat were tbey f Were tbey 
tbe delegates of a gigantic organized Rjstem like tbe 
ipapacj ? Had tbey tbe prestige of kings, emperors. 
Pope and cardinals at tbeir back as a fascinating 
•cbarm to prompt tbem in tbeir arduous, self-denying 
workf No, tbey stood as solitary individuals, con- 
scious of an inward realisation of Divine support and 
approbation. 

Tbey looked for no eartbly reward ; tbey sougbt 
no eartbly bonours. Easy would it bave been for 
tbem, bad tbey been so minded, to bave arisen to 
places of distinction, ease, and luxury, in tbe cburcb 
of Rome. But, seeing tbe people under tbe spell of 
im arrogant and superstitious priestbood, tbeir rights 
as men and Gbristians entirely ignored, God dis- 
bonoured, and tbe Bible unknown, tbey &oed tbe 
world, willing at any time to die if tbey could in any 
measure remove tbe yoke tbat bound tbe nations, and 
bring life and immortality to ligbt. GK)d be everlast- 
ingly praised for tbe men and tbeir work. 

Tbe flood tbat was driven back in tbe sixteenih 
century is now returning. Wbat are you doings my 
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wiali GalTiTi, tHe good and learned man, the huie 
minister of Jesus Christ." 

CALTIK BKLrCTAHTLT RETUBKa TO OENKTA. 

Three seveial deputations did Genev-a send to 
eatreat his return* It was a critical m omenta not onl^ 
in Calvin'a history, but in that of Christendom, The 
thought, ho tells ns, filled him with horror. 

" Who will not pardon uae," he writes, "if I do 
not again willingly throw myseH iuto a whirlpool 
which I have found so dangerous? ** At last, how- 
ever, he resolved in the strength of the Lord to go 
from all the happy associations of Strasburg and face 
persecution, or even death itself in Geneva, if the will 
of the Lord should be so. On the ISthof September, 
1541j Calvin re-entered the gates of Geneva. The 
pulpit of St. Peter^s was prepared for htm, a piece of 
cloth was given him as a gown, and his salary fixed at 
1>0O Geneva fiorina (about £120 of our day), twelve 
measures of corn, two casks of wine, and a house to 
live in* But the Geneva of 1511 was no better than 
that of 153d. 

The Libertines still wished for liberty to practice 
the grossest immorality, and Calvin had returned with 
the full purpose of reforming the abuses, first in the 
Church, and next in the state. 

The Political Bsformern were then like some who 
call themselves Beforraers in our own day. I'hoy were 
too much disordered in mind to be at liberty, and not 
sufficiently disordered for the Asylum* They made 
^oliiicM their Brst principle, and their own numeroiia 
wills and fancies the rule of action. Thia with them^ 
was liberal prineipU, and anything contrary to it was 
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\ considered as tbe Inqoisition orer agsiii. OaSvin set 

j: the honour of Ood first, and took divine revelation (the 

i; Bible) as his role of action. ' 

r The honours which accompanied him from Stras- 

3. burg^ and the fresh honours which met him at Geneva's 

t gate^ might help to pave the way a little, bnt he saw 
before him a battle-field, a tremendous struggle, and 

J, Tictory or death. 

I MORAL LAWS IMTBODUCSB. 

I When Calvin was invited to return to Geneva, it 

[ was agreed by the Senate that a code of moral laws 

should be introduced. These laws were drawn up by 
the ministers and appointed members of the Senate in 
I : conference, and presented to the Council on the 28th 

j/ of September, 1541. After this they were amended 

j' and re-modelled, and received by the final vote of the 

ij people, January 2nd, 1542. 

These moral laws, be it observed, were not like 

the laws of the Church of Borne, to regulate the eon- 

|l eeienee, but for the general fcell'heing of society^, and 

they were twice solemnly and unanimously voted by 

the people. 

" The people could not afterwards allege,'' says 
M. Graberal, '' that they were deceived as to the bear- ' 
ings of the laws they were sanctioning. For several 
weeks they could meditate at leisure on them; they 
knew the viJue of their decision, and when twice— on 
the 20th November^ 1541, And agun on the 2nd of 
January, 1542, they (about 20,000 of them) came to 
the Cathedral of St. Peter'ii, and after each article, 
raised their hands in acceptance of it, the vote was ~ 
Ml a&ir of conscience between Ood And themsetves.*^ 
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Under this new regulation all went well for &< 
time, and Calvin worked hard to extend the ptinciples 
of the Beformation throughout Ghriatendom, But 
after about six yeara, Popery and Infidelity began 
again to raise their heads* On the 16t]i of December 
the Council of Two Hundred met to discuss the mea- 
sures necessary to be taken to deal with the debauchery 
and hatred of Bome ol the people. On this occasion 
the contention was eo hot, and the threats uttered 
against the pastors, and especially against Calvin, were- 
fio violent^ that the friends ran to beg the ministers not 
to appear that day before the CounciK An excited 
crowd was gathered at the door of the Council haJ], 

"I cast myself/' says Calvin, '*into the thickest 
of the crowd* J was pulled to and fro by those who 
wished to save me from harm," but, he adds, ''the 
people shrank from harming me as they would from 
the murder of a father/' Passing through the crowd 
he eiitered the Council chamber* There fresh oombats^ 
awaited him** On his entrance the cries grew louder 
and fi words were unsheathed. He advanced undis- 
mayed, Btood in the midst of them, and looked round 
on the scowling faces and naked swords. All were 
Bilent. 

" I know,*' said Calviu, addressing the members 
of the Council, " that I am the primary cause of these 
divisions and disturbances." The sOence grew yet 
more profound, and the Beformer proceeded : " If it 
la m^ life you deBire^ I ant ready to die. If Hit my 
haniahmeni you wish, I shall e^fe fnyself If yQu 
desire once mor^ ia §ave Gerieva wiikoui ths Oosptl^ 
yew can try J* 
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'.Wlio oonld lieor ttiis admirable sen^noe without 
{orgeiting his quibble and feeling dwarfed before the 
^apirit'of a prince. This brought the Ooonoil to their 



Anointed by the same Spirit as the apostle, 
OslTin truly, oonld hare said, ''Bat none of these 
ihingsmore me, neither count I my life dear onto 
mysd^ so that I might finish my course- with joy, and 
tiM ministry which I hare receiyed of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the Gospel of the grace of God/' Acts 



8oiT«f«ign Bokr^f the akiM, 
Etw gnusious, ersr wise ; 
All my times are in Thy hsad* 
All erente at Thy oommsnd. 

His dsoree Who f orm*d the esrth 
Fix*d my first and second birth ; 
Fsrents, nstiTe plsoe, and time 
All appointed were by Him. 

Times of siokneet ; timee of health ; 
Times of penury and wealth ; 
Times of trial and of grief ; 
Times of triumph and relief ; 

Times the tempter^s power to pio?e ; 
Times to taste a 8a?ionr*s lore ; 
All must come, and last, and end,! 
As shsU please my heafsnly Frirad. 

Plagues and death around bm fiy ; 

-TiUHsbidsIeannotdie: 
ij; ! Not a single shaft oaa hit 

r XiU the God sIloTSS sees fit . 

'r 
t ' 
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Oalvin't murriage and the death of Iub wile.— Tha Oelibaoj of 
the Clergy. — ^Marriage is honourable. 

fHEN Calvin was about 80 yean of age be re- 
solved upon marrying, bntso multi&urions were 
bis labours that be was obliged to leave bis 
friends to find bim a fit companion. First tbey pro- 
posed a lady of noble birth and wealth. Bat these 
qualifications were not the attractions the Reformer 
sought. He proposed that the lady should learn the 
French language, and, as be anticipated, she refused. 
Another was proposed, but Calvin discovered in time 
that she was not likely to be a true yoke-fellow with a 
Christian Reformer. At last Idelette de Sure, a 
widow to whom Calvin's ministry bad been greatly 
blessed, was proposed by Bucer. She was a godly 
woman, of elevated soul and Christian courage, and 
proved to be a girdle of strength to the Reformer. 
They were married at the end of August, 1540. For 
nine years only was Calvin favoured with this true 
joke-fellow and companion of his trials and triumphs. 
While Calvin, like his glorious Leader, was en- 
<dnring the contradiction of sinners against bim ; while 
Idngs and priests were plotting and threatening; 
while enduring the soofb, hisses, and the putting oat 
of the tongue from the Libertines^ whose temporal 
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salyation he was working, Idelette de Bare, as an ad- 
ditional irial^ was taken from him. 

She was a loving^ tender-hearted, and fiuthfal 
companion, oheerfnllj attending her husband in his 
affliction, pleading his cause in secret at a throne of 
grace, and ever ready to welcome the numerous yisitors 
who waited upon Calvin. 

But, alas I her frail and delicate health gave way 
under the pressure of protracted illness, and early in 
1549, Idelette de Bure died. " Oh glorious resurrec- 
tion I'' were her last words. " God of Abraham' and 
of all our fathers, not one of the faithful who have 
hoped in Thee for so many ages have been disappointed ^ * 
I also will hope V* These short sentences were rather 
ejaculated than distinctively spoken. 

" Truly,'* said her husband, writing, to Viret, " I 
have been bereaved of the best companion of my- life p 
of one who, had it been so ordered, would have been 
not only the willing sharer of my indigence, but even 
ot my death. During her life she was the faithful 
helper of my ministry.'' 

Marrying in that day by the clergy meant some- 
thing more than simply taking a wife. It was a bold 
protest against the doctrine of the Church of Bomo 
called 

CSUBACT or TBI CLIBGT. 

The vow of celibacy of the clergy or priesthood;' 
although eofUrary to divine instUution, is of very 
ancient date. A»iarie or ABhtaroih, the Assyrian 
queen, who lived about 1800 years before Christ, and 
who professed to be the Qiiesn of Heaven, after whom' 
ike Virgin Mary is so named, and worshipped, had 
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an eztenaiye prieBtHoodj orer whom waa placed a 
pontiff. 

This order was divided into cortain classes or 
ranks, the higher of i^hich took the vow of celibacy.* 
Thus it may be seen that this doctrine of Rome, Hka 
moet of the others introduced by her^ came from pagan 
idolatry* ShOj howeTer, imposes universal celibacy on 
all her clergy^ from the pope to the lowest deacon and 
sub- deacon. 

The advocates for this usage pretend that a vow 
of perpetual celibacy was required in the ancient 
church as a coJidiiiati of ordinaHort, even from the^ 
earliest apostoHc ages. But tbe contrary is evidttnt 
from numerous examples of bishops and archbishops, 
who lived in a state of matrimony without any preju- 
dice to their ordination. Neither is it true that they 
were required, as stated by the Papista, to enter into 
this state after their ordination- 
It is true that some few, but not all, of tbe holy 
fathers, after their conversion, volantarilif put away 
their wives, perhaps because their wives, remamiug 
unconverted pagan idolaters, were found to be unequal 
yoke-fellows. Cyprian^ for instance^ who was mar* 
tyred in the year 258, resolved, from his conversioo^ 
upon a state of celibacy* But Caeciliua, on the other 
hand, the minister of the Church of Carthage, who in 
246 was instrumental in his conversion, lived in a state 
of matrimony, and at hi^ death committed to Cyprian 
the care of hie family. 

Novatus, preehyter of Carthage, was complained 
of by Cyprian because he had struck and abused his 

• S» " BftbyloaiAmsm," by Eev. J, W. Straton, Prioa Id, 
Partridge, Ac*, Fatenio«t«r Bow* 
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wife^ wliich oansed her so io suffer as io prove that 
this priest did not live in a state of celibacj. Yelens^ 
presbyter of Philippic mentioned bj Polyoarp and! 
Chaeremon, both had wiyes^ 

It was when the church became corrupt^ and when 
her bishops and ministers, inflated with pride, strovet 
to assimilate the Church of Grod to the worship of 
Ashtaroth, in order to swell their ranks bj the influx 
of the pagans, that this custom was from time to time- 
introduced. 

In the Council of Nice, anno 825, the motion was 
made to oblige the clergy to abstain from all conjugal 
society with their wives, but Fbphnutius, a famous 
Egyptian bishop, and one who himself never was 
married, vigorously declaimed against it, upon which 
it was unanimously rejected. 

Certain it is that, whatever motive has induced 

the Church of Bome to impose this yoke upon her 

I dei^y, it has, in connection with the confessional, led 

to a vast amount of immorality and murder, and it is 

I as unscriptural as it is wicked. 

XABBUOl IS HOMOnSABUB IN ALL. 

j It was instituted before sin entered in the world. ~ 

I " The Lord God said. It isnot good for man to dwell 

I alone :^ "Enoch who walked with God,'' Abraham 

j the friend of G^d ; Isaac and Jacob ; Moses, who saw 

I God face to face, and Aaron the high priest, were all 
married. Caiaphas the high priest (John xviii. 18) 

j and Peter himself (Uatt. viii. 14) were married; and 

{ Paul asks : '^ Have we not the power to lead about a*^ 

j sister, a wife, as welt ae o^W Apoetlee T' 1 Cor. iz. 5. 
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" A bifihop tLen must be blameleBs, tb© hnsband 
of one wife" said Faul^ " having his children in sab- 
jection witb all gravity," 1 Tim* iii. 2, 4* 

It is not in the least gnrprisiiig tbat the cburcb of 
Borne sbonld discourage tbe reading of holy Scriptnre. 
Divine r€velation completely condemns ber buman^ 
and unholy dogmaa^ and distinctly foretells ber d^ 
parting from tbe faith. " Now tbe Spirit speaketh 
expressly/' we read, " that in tbe latter times, eome 
ahall depart from tbe faith^ giving heed to aediiciiig 
spirits and doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in bjpo- 
crisy ; having their conscience seared iril^ a hot iron; 

FOEBIODINO TO MAMET, 

B1RVBT0B 

and bis association with Calvin must next come nnder 
our COB ai deration, and we are glad that there are 
records in existence^ sufficient to enable ue to como at 
the facts of this perplexing part of tbe Reformer's 
life. And we hope to deal faithfully and impartiallj 
as far as we can gather up the evidences of tbe case. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



.An injnstioe done to CUlTin— Senrekw— Apprahenmon and 
Ezaminatbn— A libertine oonspumcy agminst Calvin— The 



4LL great and suocessfal men liave their enemies ; 
whoi like the little snarling cor that follows the 
mastiff^ do their utmost to tarnish the fame of 
their superiors. Through ignorance of the self-denying 
Tirtues of the religion of Jesus^ or through envy, 
many such opponents of the Reformer have readily 
received and published the most unfounded imputa- 
tions against Um. 

Never was a greater piece of injustice done to any 
man than is done to John Calvin, when he is charged 
with the burning of Servetus. It was Europe of the 
16th century, trained in the lap of the Papacy, that 
•condemned Servetus, and we are indebted not to 
Roman Catholicism but to the God of Protestantism 
for any advancement in toleration since that time. 

Most solemnly do we abhor the errors of Servetus, 
yet we praise the Lord that wo live in an age when 
such as he are tolerated and protected. Opposition 
from the powers of darkness will do the caase of truth 
no real harm, and if it seems to do so, let the ministers 
«nd lovers of truth bestir themselves and defend it by 
the sword of the Spirit. They need not fear for the 
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ark of the Lord; only let them buckle on the armour 
and nse it. 

At the time of this unhappy event Calvin neither 
possessed power to condemn nor power to save a 
prisoner. It is a marked and favourable providence 
for him that during the whole of his pastorate at 
Geneva his voice was never less regarded, and he 
never so powerless in the Council as at the time when 
Servetns was tried and condemned. Of this we shall 
be able to give unquestionable proof from the records 
of that age. But let us first turn our thoughts to 

SIBVBTUS. 

Michael Servetus was a Spaniard, bom in the 
same year (1509) as Calvin, endowed with a pene- 
trating intellect, highly imaginative genius and a 
strongly speculative turn of mind. He was the son of 
a notary, who sent him to Toulouse for the study of 
the civil law. Excited by the discussions of the 
Reformers in that city he gave his attention te 
theology; but his naturally speculative imagination 
carried him not only above the dead formularies of 
the Church of Rome, but away from the Book of 
Divine revelation, and landed him in the quicksands of 
Pantheism — ^the theory which supposes nature, or the 
things that are made of God, to be God. ^'Pantheism,'* 
says a great author, "when explained, to mean the 
absorption of the infinite in the finite, of God in 
nature, is atheiim,'^ and atheism in some form is the 
gulf into which most speonlators upon divine things 
fall, when they become wise above what is written, or 
leaning to their own understanding forsake the Holy 
Book. 
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Hftving imbibed these and otber peculiar views, 
SerrettiSi fioshed with his supposed new disooyeries, 
and pleased with his own abilities, went to Germany 
and published them in the form of tracts. But finding 
his opinions obnoxious in (German j, he escaped to 
FranoCi and there under the name of Michael of Villa 
Nauva was engaged as corrector for the press. He 
then went to Ftois, where he studied physic, and 
graduated as a doctor. 

Here he heard of Calvin, who, though like 
himself, only 25 years of age, was then gaining such 
notoriety as a leader of the reformed faith, that his 
safety in Paris was questionable. Upon Calvin, there- 
fore, Servetus fixed as a disputant worth vanquishing, 
and challenged him to a public discussion upon the 
doctrine of the Trinity. The young Reformer, though 
at the risk of his life, accepted the summons, and 
appeared at the time and place appointed, but 
Servetus never came. In 1537 he taught in Paris, 
with success, geography, mathematics, and even 
astrology, which drew upon him a denunciation from 
the Sorbonne, and a sentence from the Parliament. 
|t l Soon after this, he quarrelled with the medical 

I I faculty at Paris, and quitted the city in 1538. For 

three years he practised in Charlieu, and then at the 
instance of the Archbishop of Yienne, he removed to 
Lyons. 

About 1546 he wrote to Calvin to the effect that 
he had only preached a half-way Beformation; he 
offered to set him at the head of a much greater 
movement, and sent a volume of M.S., in which he^ 
was to see, he said, ''stupendous and unheard-of 
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things/' Calvin soon discovered that the "stupen- <i 

dons things " were his absurd system of Pantheism. 

In 1553 Servetns published hia Matured Theologi" 
cal System, for which the magistrates of Yienne com- 
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mitted him to prison. ,iy\ 

From the prison in Yienne he made his escape, 
and purposing to go to Naples^ ho called at (Geneva. 
Why he came there is not dearly known, but this 
much is certain, that being one of the most learned 
men of the age, and having, as ho supposed, a system 
of matured theology, ho ever envied the popularity of 
Calrin. And the Libertines having brought Calvin at 
this time to disrepute, it is supposed that they invited 
Servetus to head their opposition. Certainly they I 

defended him, and the whole- tenor of the part that the 
Spaniard took in his own defence clearly demonstrates 
that he hoped to have Calvin executed for heresy, and 
to succeed him as the leader of the Beformation. 
Calvin, however, heard that he was in (Geneva, and 
according to the requirements of the constitutional 
laws, he reported his presence in the city to the Conn- ' jf 

cil, and demanded 

HIS AFPBIHBK810K. 

The law of (Geneva required the accuser should -jj' 

go to prison with the accased, and be detained till the \\\ 

'matter was investigated. Nicholes de la Fontaine, a || | 

young student, and secretary to the Reformer, took 
this duty upon him, and Servetus was committed to >] 

prison on the ISth of Auguet, 1558.* 

Now will come before us all that can biriybe '•' 

said, for and against Calvin, in this matter as far as 
^Theresder is vequttlsd to cavafnlly notibe th« dste of m6k 
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. we can gather from aathentio aonrces, and a careful 
pemsal of ten different historians, among whom may 
be classed some of the Reformer's vilest calamniators. 
Fonr things we find necessary to remember, and 
to make an allowance for, when reading much that is 
written of Calvin. 

Itt— The natuTftl enmitj of IIm humftn heart against the 
Bible dootrinee, oelled OelTinism or Pkedeetinatioki. This elone 
has osiited many to oondemn tlie man of whom they haye been 
totally ignorant 

2Dd.— That Qilrin was the most powerful and auooeeafal 
opjm^^i^^ of Popery that ever lired. 1^, we may be euro, has 
not raiaed him in the eetimation of that body. 

3rd.— That the Ohurbh of Bome holds that the eai of a 
transaction, if it serTes the Ohnroh, sanctifies the meaiu, and 
'the means may be as bad as tlie 8t Bartholomew Kaasaore. 

4th.— That many aothors, in order to raise themselTCS in 
the eyes of the Papacy, have written of him without the very 
slightest regard to truth. 

By remembering these four things we may easily 
find the canse of much that is said and written 
against John Calvin. 

On the day after his apprehension, Servetns was 
examined, and 38 articles of accasation extracted from 
his works by Calvin, were brought against him. On 
the morrow (August 15th) the Council assembled in 
the criminal audience chamber in the prison, and 
Servetns having been questioned upon the articles. 
Admitted somC; denied others, and demanded a public 
.disputation, promising to confute Calvin from Scrip- 
ture and the Fathers. Calvin replied that ** there was 
nothing he more desired than to plead such a cause in 
the temple before all the people.*' This the Council 
declined. At this preliniinary examination the Council 
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found the cliarges trae^ tliej therefore liberated the 
acooser Fontaine^ and assembled on the 16th Angost 
to prosecute. 

A LIBIBTIKK CONSHRACT AGAINST OALTDf. 

Now let US caref nllj notice the prevailing feeling 
at (Geneva. At this time the Libertines, finding Calvin 
unflinching in his purpose of excluding from the 
Lord's table all profane persons, were striving to 
deprive the clergy of that right, and to place the 
power of excommunication in the hands of the Council. 

To this end they had succeeded in placing Perrin, . 
a leading Libertine and Calvin's mortal enemy, at the 
head of the Council. Daily they were gaining such 
strength, and stirring up such jealousy against the 
Beformer in the Council, that it appeared as if one 
strong effort only was necessary to drive him from 
(Geneva, or to have him apprehended. Philip Berthe- 
lier, assistant of the Lieutenant for Criminal Causes;^ 
had been excluded from the communion table for 
about a year and a half. At this moment he had a 
petition lying on the table of the Council to have this 
sentence of the spiritual court cancelled. He there- 
fore, seising the opportunity to oppose Calvin, 
appeared on the 16th to defend Servetus. Colladon, 
a Protestant refugee, a counsellor, appeared as accuser's 
advocate. This meeting, therefore, turned into a 
violent political debate upon Calvin and the liberty of 
the Libertines, rather than upon Servetus. 

Calvin now saw that it was not Servetus about 
whom the Libertines were oonoemed, but that they 
were using him as a fulcrum to overturn the Protein 
tantism of Gbneva. 
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Bold] J he therefore came forth as aocnser, aeeing- 
that the I^testantism of Geneva and of Eorope was 
concerned in this trial. What the issne of it wotdd 
be he could not tell, but to shrink from snch important 
dntj through fear of the result either to Serretus or 
himself, would have been to have abandoned the ship 
at the moment of danger. 

Calyin never counted his awn life dear unto him 
when for truth's sake it was necessary to endanger it,, 
and shall he now, to spare Servetus, keep silent and 
suffer him and the Libertines to destroy the work of 
the Lord f This he could not do. 



II THK TRIAL. 

The Reformer was now invited by the Council 
to assist, *' in order that the errors might be better 
demonstrated, and to have whomsoever he chose witb 
him at the examination of the prisoner.'' 

At the first meeting after this, Calvin was present, 
and a sharp debate between him and Servetus took 
place. At this meeting the pantheistical errors of the- 
prisoner were revealed, and much that he said is too- 
profane to repeat. But the following extracts will bo 
sufficient to show what unreasonable speculations the- 
camal mind will arrive at, in preference to believing* 
the record which Grod has given of Himself. 

''What 1 '' said Calvin, ''if one were to strike this 
pavement with his foot, and to say that he was^ 
trampling upon your Grod, wouldst thou not be horrified 
at. having subjected the majesty of Ood to snch 
opprobrium?'' 

Servetus replied, "I have no doubt that thia 
bench, this cupboard, and all that can be shown me- 
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4ure the substanoe of God/' When it was objected 
that according to him even the devil would be sab- 
stantially God, he replied laughing : ** Do jou doubt 
it f All things are part and parcel of God/''*' 



sins, of persecution and powers that the little barque 
Protestantism had to encounter. Tet through the 
•might and mercy of the Lord she has out-weighed 
6 very storm. 

• Bimoener*8 History of the Life, Labours and Writings of 
•CalTin. 

*' Valiant for truth, her banners ware around. 
The terror of Apollyon, and the world ; 
An army more than conquerors by grace, 
Ascribing all her victories to Christ. 
HeaVn, earth, and hell, cry who is this f 
All worlds take int*rest in her high career, 
l¥hile her untamish*d banners are uufurl'd. 
Displaying lore, and blood, and grace divine, 
The dread of hell— the glory of the Church.*' 

J. Iboxs. 
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Here let us reflect upon the waves of error and of ' (j 
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CHAFTEB XXII. 



Tderation— A fresh indietment Against Serreios— The Connoil 
release Berthelier and depriye GalTin of the power to exdnde^ 
the profane from the Lord's Table— The snare and the 
deli?erer— September Srd, 1559— CalTin taking farewell of 
hisflook. 

^T 18 mairelloas how deep-rooted and wide-spread 
A in the 16th centnrj was the awfal notion that a 
Z persistent adherence to, and a determination in 
spreading, error should be punished bj the state^ and 
awarded with death. 

No donbt^ on account of the Papacy for so many^ 
years claiming authority oyer kings and princes, it 
seemed natural to the men of Geneva, even in drawing- 
up laws to regulate a republic, to blend religion witb 
the state to such an extent that to preacb error was to- 
disturb the peace of society and endanger the safety 
of the nation. 

We must not however confound this condition of 
society, whatever its, dreadful results, witb the in- 
tolerance of the Papacy. 

The Church of Bome would diligently seek after 
and bum men for their private opinions, and even for 
reading the Bible ; while the laws of Geneva would 
only punish men who, hy propagating their errors, 
ifere determined disturbers of the public peace, evenaa 
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Senretns who liad for about twenty yean disturbed 
^Christendom with his strange notions. 

To ns, in England^ in the 19th century^ with onr 
4idyanced toleration^ and its happy results, it may 
seem strange that PM>testant Beformers should not 
liave advocated &r more liberal sentiments. We must 
not, however, suppose that that, toleration which is 
^od for a well-regulated and peace-seeking community 
to be good for every nation, and under all circumstances. 
Everything must be educated up to the same standard 
•or toleration would simply be confusion. It is the 
•state of society that suggests right rules for its • [ 

Tegulation. 

By the laws of (Geneva, and this prevailing notion 
•of state interference, we must account for Calvin 
^ving notice of the presence of Servetus in the city, • ^ . 

imd demanding his apprehension. .j*[ 

▲ FRISH nrDlOTXBNT AOAIKST SIBVXTU8. 

On the 23rd of August, 1553, however, Calvin jj 

was entirely relieved of this responsibility, and his 'j I 

indictment was virtually at an end. • • [ 

The prosecution was then taken entirely into the A 

hands of the Attorney-General, and he produced a 
new indictment, which ran thus: ''These are the 
interrogations and articles upon which the Attorney- 
General of this city desires to question Michael 
Servetus, a prisoner guilty of blasphemiesi, of heresies, 
«nd of disturbing Christendom.*' i 

'' If Servetus had had in the eyes of the Gtenevese r. 

justice, no other &ult than that of which De la 1 

Fontaine had declared him guilty in regard to «' 

Calvin, his acquittal had been sure,'' says Billiet. )i 
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*' If CalTin alone/' lie oontinues^ '' had been ooncemecl 
in the afihir of SenretnSy all his efforts woald have- 
been unavailing to seoare his oondemnation.'' 

''Servetos was tried and condemned by the- 
majoritj of the judges not at all as the opponent of 
Calvin — scarcely as a heretic— but essentially as* 
seditious. 

Politics acted a much more important part than 
theology towards the close of the trial — they came on 
at this stage with the Attomey-Greneral.''* 

The idea that the Beformer entertained strong 
feelings of personal animosity against Servetus is 
without foundation. Calvin said at the trial he hated 
J the errors, not the man. 

That Servetus ever regarded him as his most 
implacable enemy, even as the Pharisees regarded 
Christ because He told them the truth, cannot be- 
doubted; and that Calvin, however wrongly, in 
common with all Europe, (except a few personal 
enemies of the Beformer, regarded the .death of 
Servetus as a political, social, and religious necessity 
we will not deny, but that he was moved with godJy 
seal to preserve the Beformation from the hands of 
destroyers, and not from personal feelings of bitter* 
ness we think the whole tenor of this trial fully 
demonstrates. 

•mSi^(dQmrm,in)^ Lift mid Trial of Strveiut, p. 13U 
"Suoh is the dispsiiiimsts judgment of one who has thoroughly 
weighfld the dooomaatsry sad historiosl evidenos of this. 
nMJsnfMy sflsir, sad who has suffered himself to be blinded 
by oo vinenlioii lor Oslvia or sympslhy lor his work.**^— 
Dr.WyKs. 
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THI COUNCIL BSLBA8I BIBTHIUIR AND DIPBITS CALYIN' 

or THI POWBB TO BXCLUDB THX PBOFANB TROX 

THB lord's TABLl. 

It will be remembered that Philip Berthelier,. 
assistant of the Lieatcnant for criminal causes^ had 
been excluded from the Lord's table. On the- 
morning of September Ist he appeared before the 
Coancil and demanded that the sentence of the 
Spiritual Court should be annulled. Calvin hastened 
to warn the Council that to comply with Berthelier's 
request was contrary to the edicts of the republic. 
Begardless howerer of the Beformer's expostulations, 
whose authority they now held in contempt, they took 
this power into their own hands, and released 
Berthelier from the sentence of the Pastors, giving - 
him power to appear at the communing table on the 
next Lord's day. According to this sentence, Calvin 
was expected as the servant or slave of the Council, 
instead of the Lord's free man, to administer the* 
symbols of the body and blood of the Lord, contrary 
to his conscience, to a man of ungodly life. 

Thus the Libertines were gaining victory upon 
victory, while Calvin was losing power. 

In the afternoon of the aame day Calvin and his 
colleagues were again called upon to confront Servetns. 
in the prison. 

Here Perrin and Berthelier and their party flushed 
with the morning's victory, and seeing, as they 
supposed, the Beformer falling before them, proposed 
in the interests of Servetus, that the debate between 
him and Calvin should be continued in writing. 
Calvin was therefore ordered to make 88 extraots from 
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the works of the prisoner without note or comment^ 
«Qd these were to be handed to Servetof for his 
replies. 

The following Lord's day, being the first of the 
months Calyin and the other pastors would have to 
administer the Lord's sapper. 

Berthelier was expected by the Libertines to be 
present^ and Calvin, by administering the supper to 
him, to throw the reins of the Beformation into their 
hands. 

THE BITARI AND THl DBUYBBIB. 

What a striking similarity is observable between 
the snare that was laid to entrap the godly Daniel, and 
the trap laid to catch this man of Grod. The powers 
of hell and of ungodly men combined to bring forth 
nothing new. The same temptations and snares that 
we read of in the Word, we find practiced over again 
every day. 

''We shall not find any occasion against this 
Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the 
law of his Gk>d,'' Daniel vi. 5, said the presidents and 
princes of Babylon. The next step was to make a 
law that would give undue honour to the king; a law, 
that Daniel, as a man of Qod, would be compelled to 
break. Just so with the Libertines of Geneva. They 
had induced the Gouncil to srrogate to themselves a 
power which they knew the Reformer could not 
submit to without offending his conscience and his 
God. They knew too that for Calvin to defy the 
Council was to endanger his life. Already they 
seemed satisfied of victory. Even Servetus in his 
cell, who heard through the gaoler of the fief ormer's 
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impending down&ll, clianged his tone^ and expressed 
Umself as one who had his enemj under his feet. 
Had it not been the Lord who was on Calvin's side, 
men woald have swallowed him up quick^ but the 
Lord is ''a very present help ik trouble/' Gk>d can 
•deliver when to reason there seems no waj of escape. 
Many were the sighs and cries of the Lord's praying 
people, we doubt not, on that eventful Saturday 
night. 

siFTSMBiB 8bd, 1553. 

Cassell's valuable History of Protestantism, says 
of Sunday, the 3rd of September, "No more eventful 
day had for centuries risen over Greneva, or indeed 
over Christendom. This day it was to be seen 
whether Protestantism, which had retreated within 
its last stronghold, would recruit its powers and 
Te-organise its forces, and from hence go forth to 
re-conquer Christendom, or whether it would relinquish 
the battle as beyond its strength. 

''France, under Henry II., was blading with 
martyr-piles. With Mary in England had come a 
Mercer tempest of persecution than that country had 
ever before known. 

''On every side, up to the limits of Gonevan 
t(>rritory, the Reformation was pursued by the tyrant 
and the inquisitor. 

" The customary hour of worship was now come. 
The throng of worshippers had rolled past, and now 
the streets which had resounded with their tread were 
empty and silent. It was around the pulpit of St. 
Peter's, «id the man with pale &ce, commanding eye, 
and kingly brow, who occupied it that the heut of 
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Geneva palpitated. The chnroli was filled with an 
uneasy crowd. On the benches of the Consistoiy sat^ 
nnmoyed^ the pastors and elders, resolyed to bear the 
greatest yiolence rather than not to do their dutj. A 
confused noise was heard within the temple and a 
nnmerons band of men, of all ranks, their hands upon 
their sword-hilts, forced their way in the presence of 
the holy table. 

'' Calvin, calm as ever, rose to begin the service* 
He could but see the group of Libertines in the vast 
congregation before him, but he seemed as if he saw 
them not. He preached on the state of mind with 
which the Lord's supper ought to be received. At the 
dose, raising his voice, he said, ' As for me, as long 
as God shall leave me here, since He has given me 
fortitude, and I have received it from Him, I will 
employ it whatever betide ; and I will guide myself 
by my Master's rule which is to me clear and weU- 
known. As we are now about to receive the holy 
supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, if any one who haa 
been debarred by the Consistory shall approach thia 
table, though it should cost my life, I will show 
myself such as I ought to be.' Berthelier, who had 
received a voucher from the Council authorising him 
to approach the table, did not enter the church with 
the band of Libertines, and a messenger was sent 
by the party at this juncture warning him not to- 
come in. 

''When the liturgies were concluded, Calvin 
came down from the pulpit and took his stand before- 
the table. Having blessed the bread and wine he 
was about to distribute them to the congregation* 
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At that moment there was seen a movement among 

the Libertines, as if they would seise the bread and « 

the cup. The Keformer» covering the sacred sjmbob . 

with his hands exclaimed with a voice that rang 

through the edifice: 'These hands you may crush; i| ^ 

these arms you may lop off; my life you msy take; ! jj 

my blood is yours, you may shed it; but you shall JA 

never force me to give holy things to the pro&ne, 'lit 

and dishoiiour the table of my God 1' These words 

broke like a thunder-peal over the Libertines. As if ] \'i 



an invisible power had flung back the ungodly host 

they slunk away abashed, the congregation opening a 

passage for their retreat. A deep calm succeeded; i 

and 'the sacred ordinance,' saysBeza, 'was celebrated [ 

with a profound silence, and under a solemn awe in 

all present, as if the Deity himself had been visible i \ 

among them/' ?;p 

Thus Calvin acted, like Daniel, in the fear of the '^i{ 

Lord, and Ood sent His angel and shut the lions' 
mouths that they should not hurt him. 

CALVIH TAKINO FASIWIIJ. OF HIS FLOCK. 






In the afternoon of the same Sunday he ascended 

the pulpit to take farewell of the flock from which he Ij • 

expected the coming day would see him parted, |,< 

probably, for ever. He chose as the subject of his ^/ 

discourse, Paul's farewell address to the elders of the [■' 

Church at Ephesus. Here he warned the people that ^ 

he was not a man to teach others to light against "p, 
magistrates, although he had been compelled to act 

contrary to their edict. He exhorted the people to [^j 
keep dose to the doctrine which he had ever preached 
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I jtj among them. At the close of the sermon he stretched 

forth his hands over his weeping and loving flock^jind 
said, ** Since these things are so* allow me also, 
lii brethren, to nse these words of the Apostle, ' I com- 

mend 70a to the Lord, and to the Word of His 
grace.'" 
;' The next daj the B^former waited hoar after 

h honrfor the order of banishment, bnt no order to 

f this effect came. 

I Calrin's bright example of a faithfal minister of 

I ; Christ is most worthy of emulation. '* Be then faith- 

[j lal nnto death, and I will give thee a crown of life '* is 

!>; the sonl inspiring promise of the Son of Man who 

; holds the seven stars in His right hand. 

i " The Christian wanior^Me him stand 

} In the whole armonr of his Qod ; 

f The Spirit's sword is in his hand, 

His feet are with the gospel shod. 

\l\ Undaunted to the field he goes, 

I f Yet vain wero skill and wUour there, ... 
j Jl Unless, to foil his legion foes, 

i ii The trustiest weapon were *' all prayer.** 

I I ynHk this omnipotence he moves, 

1 1; From this the alien armies flee; 

I ijj Till more than oonqueror he prores, 

^^ Through Christ, who gives him rictory. 

Thus, strong in his Bedeemer's strength. 
Sin, death, and hell he tramples down, — 

Fights the good fight, and wins at length, 
Through merey, an immortal ocown.** 
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CHAPTEB XXm. 



r 



The field of Oalyin's laboor fixed by God— An Offioar fraia 
Yienne demands Senretos— The Artioles of Aoooaation— The 
GMe referred to fhe Qhurohee and Magistrates of Switaerland 
—The Letters of Senretos— The Yerdiot of the Cities and 
Pastors of Switaerland— Now let ns reflect on the whole 
aflair. 

^HE work of Calvin was not yet finished at Oeneva. 
Small as the city was^ God liad designed that it 
should be a strong PM>testant eminence, from 
which the pen and tongae of the Beformer should 
speak to the natioi^ of Europe. Could the exas- 
perated Libertines have had their way, they would 
not only haye waited upon him with an order of banish* 
ment, but they would have led him to the stake 
long before. God, however, was a wall of fire round 
about him, and the glory in the midst, and His 
servant was immortal till his work was done. 

Pf the real character of Calvin and of his bearing 
towards Bervetus much may be gleaned from our last 
chapter. 

Can we suppose him to have been a self-seeking, 
time-serving man, full of rage against Servetus, when, 
at the very moment that both their lives were in the 
same balances, he endangered his own standing at 
Geneva, and put his life in the hands of his ensmies 
rather than dishonour his God T Burelj the true 
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•obaraoter of the faithful ambassador of Christ is here 
XDanifest to eyeiy honest mind that is acquainted with 
the circumstanoes. Had Ci^Tin &iled in his bold 
adyentnre, the probability is that he would hare 
•exchanged places with Servetus. 

IX OmOIB IBOX Tisviri diionds sibtstus. 

On August 81st| three dajs before the memorable 
Srd of September, a state officer from Yienne arriyed 
at G^eya to thank the magistrates for informing 
them of the detention of Senretus, and to beg that he 
might be sent back with him, that the sentence of 
slow burning already passed upon their prisoner 
might be carried into execution. It is remarkable 
that Boman Catholics, in the &ce of this fact, should 
not only unjustly charge Calrin with the martyrdom 
of Servetus, but reproach him with it as an -act of 
cruelty. Considering, too, that the laws of the 
Papacy, by which hundreds of thousands of Gk>d's 
•children have been tortured and burned, are un- 
repealed to this day. 

The officer was introduced to Servetus, and the 
latter was asked if he would prefer returning with 
him to Yienne, but he fell upon his knees and begged 
that he might remain and be judged in Greneva. 

The sequel, however, proved that the unhappy 
man gained but little advantage from his choice.- 
The government of Geneva had been remodelled, and 
«ome laws for the suppression of immorality had been 
introduced. But the old canon law of the Papacy for 
the burning of heretics was still in. force, and Calvin 
liaving, at this time, lost his influence with the 
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Gonncil, liis earnest entreaties that the sword might 
he snbstitated for the stake were disregarded. 

THE ARnCLSS OV AOCfTSATION. 

The articles which Calvin was ordered on the Ist 
•of September to extract from the prisoner's works 
were immediately prepared and handed to him for his 
replies. They chiefly contained blasphemies against 
Jesus and the Holy Ghost. Serretus complained of 
not having books for reference, bat Calvin engaged 
to lend him sach as he might require, that no injustice 
might be done to him. 

Servetus, trusting to the success of his friends, 
the Libertines, and viewing Calvin as already fallen, 
did not deem it necessary now to hide his real prin- 
ciples, nor, in his reply, to enter into an elaborate 
argument, but contented himself chiefly with abusing 
the Reformer. 

** The replies of Servetus to this document," says 
Djer^ ** are very insolent, and seem almost like the 
"productions of a madman.'' The whole of his answer 
is interspersed with sentences like the following :— 
^'Wretch, do not think to stun the ears of the 
judges by your barking ! You have a confused in- 
tellect, so that you cannot understand the truth. 
Perverted by Simon Magus, you are ignonmt of the 
first principles of things. You make men only blocks 
and stones, by establishing the slavery of the will. 
Deny yourself to be a homicide, and I will prove it 
by your acts. Who, therefore, can trust you as a 
good tree? In so just a cause my constancy ia 
unshaken, and I fear not death.'' 

To the reply of Servetus, Calvin wrote an answer, 
which was signed by all tiie fourteen pastors of 
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' II <3eneT% and presented to the Oooncil with notes of 

Serretos ftttaohed to the same. 
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' TBI 0A81 BimSBD TO THl CHUB0HI8 AKD XAOISTKATBS 

^li' or SWITUILAVD. 

'it' 

i||< After careful deliberation, the magistrates and. 

';|! Oonncil of Genera were unwilling to pass jadgment 

! I without first obtaining the opinions of their Protestant 

IJ:;! aUies. It was therefore resolyed that a State messenger 

ill should be dispatched with the documents, and letters 

addressed to the magistrates and pastors of the four 
reformed cities of Switzerland. On the 21st of 
ii' September, Jacquemos Jemos starts on the State. 

. errand to Bern, Zurich, Schaffhausen, and Basel, with 
special orders to give them time for caref al delibera- 
j 1 1 ; tion. While this messenger is on his way, let us read 

I THl UBTTIB or SIBYITUS. 

''In a letter to the Council he is ' content to die,' 

he says. 'If he does not succeed in confounding 

Calrin, he only asks that he may be detained a 

prisoner like himself, and, once confounded, be put 

|| to death instead of him.' '' 

! ^! " On the 22nd of September he writes formally 

to the Oonncil to demand that an accusation may be 
brought against Calrin, and in his turn he draws up a 
long list of 'articles about which Michael Senretus 
demands that John Calrin should be][interrogated.''- 
He ends by saying that Calvin ought to be expelled 
from GtoncTai 'like a magician, as he is, and. his 
property ought to be adjudged to me, in compensation 
lor mine wUch he has caused me to lose.'' * 
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THI YIBDIOT Of THI dTISS ANI) PA8TOB8 Of SWITZIBLAND. 

** At the end of nearly a month tlie messenger 
returned. The answers of the cities and pastors were 
given in to the Coancil on the 18th of October. They 
were eight in all, there being a deliverance from the 
government and a deliverance from the charch in 
each case. The verdict eight times pronounced, 
with awful unanimity, was death. Thus outside 
the territory of Geneva, was the case of Servetus 
decided.* 

''The magistrates of Geneva closed their Diet 
of the 26th of October with a decree condemning 
Servetus to death. 

"We record with horror the sentence, but it 
is the sentence, not of^the magistrates of Geneva 
only, nor of the magistrates and pastors of 
reformed Switzerland only: it is the sentence of 
Christendom of that age. The Inquisition on one )\\\ 

side and Melancthon, the mildest of the BeformerSy ;^||' 

on the other, are heard expressing their concurrence {^^ 

in it. *!;■' 

''At this supreme hour one man alone comes ^jt^ 

forward to attempt a mitigation of the punishment of ; '\\ 

Servetus. Who is that man? He u John Oahnn* 
He eamettly interceded with the Council that the 
sword might be substituted for the fire; but he 
interceded in vain. ' It is to him, notwithstanding,' 
says Billiet, 'that men have always imputed ^ 
.guilt of that funeral pile, which he wished had never 
been reared."' ;h| 

*The veplias of the magittratas and patftora ol the loar -1 

•oiiies may be found in Bodkst, tonu vL pp. 43— 46 and Dr 
Tw«sdk*s tfuslatMMi of Billiai. 
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' The pile/' says Bangener, " yrhoae bloody smoke- 



■| 

w^^i has oast bo odious a shadow oyer the whole life of 

ij; Galyiii, — Calyin did not demand it, — Calvin did not 

desire it, — Calvin wished that the gollty man might 

be exempt from it." 



HOW LIT us BlILIOT UPON THl WHOLB AFFAIR. 

We mnst candidly confess that we never 
thoroughly investigated the case of Servetus till we 
commenced this memoir. Often have we been as deeply 
' pained to hear it said, that " the burning of Servetus 
i' jj would ever remain a blot upon the memory of Calvin," 

i' J as we have been perplexed to reconcile such an act 

with the grace the Reformer possessed. 
Now, having carefully weighed all that Theodore 
.<i|i Besa^ T. H. Dyer, Dr. Wylie, Felix Bungener, and 

, I some others, have written, together with the numerous 

i| . authors they quote, we are relieved and gratified to 

find that the charges brought against the Reformer 
|!!f: are most unfounded. He took no more part in this 

solemn matter than any honest Christian man, under 
the $ame eireuim$ianee8, would be compelled to take. 
Roman Catholic authors, of course, feel justified in 
slandering an heretic, to serve their church according 
"41 to Canon Law, which directs them to persecute the 

same unto death. The absurd things they sometimes 
publish respecting Calvin are self-evident falsehoods. 
Such things we pass over leaving them till that day_ 
when '' God shall bring every work into judgment^" 
with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether 
itbeevil." 

If Calvin had been all powerful at the time of 
ihe trial at Geneva we might safely conclude that his 
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opinion mast hare weighed heayily on one mde or tli» 
other. 

A careful reriew, howerer, of the erents proves- 
that the Coandl of whom Perrin, Calvin's enemy, was 
chief, was in direct conflict with him during ihe whole 
period of the trial, and that he could therefore in no 
way have influenced the Council against Senretus. 

On the 15th of August, 1558, Servetus had his 
first hearing. 

August the 16th, the first day of the trial, Galvin 
and Servetus held a debate. At this meeting* 
Berthelier, who was excluded from ihe Lordfe iahle by 
Oalvin, undertook to defend Senretus. 

On the 21st, Calvin and his colleagues were 
ordered to he present to assist the Council in under-^ 
standing Servetus* interpretation of the Fathers. 

August the 81st, the state officer arrived from 
Vienna demanding their prisoner that he might be 
executed according to their wish. 

Sept. 1st, the Council withdrew from the 
pastors the right to exclude from the Lord's table,, 
took the power into their own hands, and gave- 
Berthelier a warrant to be at the communion 
against the wish of Calvin. On the same day Calvin 
had to meet the prisoner and discuss the different 
points of their &iths. 

Sept. 2nd, Calvin appeared before the Council 
to demand the cancelling of the warrant, bat they 
declined to comply. 

Sept. the 8rd, he withstood the order ol the- 
Council, and refused communion to the Libertines at 
the peril of his life ; and preached, what he snpposed. 
to be, his &rewell sermon. 
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September itb, lie waited for the order of 
lanisluneiit* 
•^J}'' Sept. 5th, the documents of Senretns and Calyin 

were presented to the Connoil. 

Sept. 7th, Calyin wrote to Bollinger saying 
Our Oounoil will shortly send the dogmas of 
Serretos to yon, to learn yonr opinion of them. I 
protest against them giying yon this trouble; but 
they haye arrived at such a pitch of madness and fury, 
!;|' that ih$y are 9U$piciou9 of all thai I eay; so that if I 

should affirm at midday thai the sun shone, they 
would immediately begin to doubt." 

By this time the trial was virtually at an end, so 
'that it may easily be seen that Galvin was. not all 
,!i!| powerful with the Council as has been generally 

ill!' supposed. 
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GHAPTEB xxnr. 



I* 



A black spot from Bome*s fires— Trath rsretled and truth 
sealed— Oalyin's letters to the martyrs. 

4S a black spot upon a olean &oe is more anseemly, 
and naturallj more repugnant to one's feelings 
than the soot which covers the whole bodj of 
a sweep, so the condemnation and martyrdom of one 
Senretus hy a Protestant nation has called forth more 
astonishment and repugnance in some quarters 
against Calvin, as a leading Protestant, than all the 
hundreds of thousands of martyrdoms of the saints 
of God by the Papacy. 

The attempts, however, that are made to magnify 
this black spot upon the Reformation, do but prove 
the purity of the whole system. It is to Protestantism 
we turn with gratitude for extinguishing Rome's fires, 
which in that century consumed thousands of Europe's 
most noble sons. The blood of the saints quenched the 
flames, and the greai Reformers broke down the stakes, 
scattered the faggots, exposed the priestly blood- 
hounds, and rendered it impossible for man to drag 
his fellow man alive to amartyr^s stake with impunity. 
Bat for the glorious Reformation it would even now 
be as common to see men, women, and children, of all 
ranks of society, bound alive in the flames, as it was 
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when the Romish priesthood possesssed the power to 
r J^ trample upon the rights of men to sustain their 

fi i superstitions dignity. 

Viewing the death of Servetns from the 16th 
oentnry, the reformed nations and churches considered 
^ , i* * necessity ; viewing it from the 19th centnry, we 

; K| I condemn the act as a mistake-alike Unprotestant and 

i:';;.; Unchristian. It was one of the blacks from Rome's 

1 1 fnmace that settled upon the fair face of the 

"'' Reformation. 

Thanks eternal to the God of all grace, that the 
|; reHgion of Jesns is not a persecuting system. The 

I Great Founder and Foundation of religion shewed 

Ji j; the very spirit and nature of Christianity by His own 

1 1: I act of laying down His life for His enemies. *' While 

i! i we were yet sinners Christ died for us." All His 

j.; I works and words prove that He came not to set one 

l! i dass of men in arrogance above another. 

Servetus was executed on *he 27th of October, 
1668. Prior to which Calvin, in company with two of 
the Council, visited him. At this meeting Calvin 
laboured to bring him to repentance, but finding him 
still hardened, " he obeyed," he says, " the comnwnd 
of Paul, and withdrew from the heretic, and left him 
to Farel." 

TBUTH RIVIALID AVD TBUTH SIALID. 

Some persons blame the Reformer for not 
speaking words of sympathy to the condemned. 
But what could he, as an honest man, say, seeing that 
the heart of Servetus was closed against all that 
Calvin had to administer? Other weighty matters, 
too, were pressing upon him. This was not the only 
nar^rrdom taking place. 
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At tHe very time of the trial and martTrdom of 
Servetus, Calvin was every day receiving" the news of 
the apprehension or martyrdom of soine of those 
gracious men, who, und^r his direction, had gone out 
to preach the Word. These were his soldiers and his 
brethren, they therefore demanded a ehare of his 
attention and sympathy, 

" God who commanded the light to shino oat of 
darkness " was shining into the hearts of men over all 
Enrope, " to give them the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ/' 
Eome'e devoted sons and dan gh tors, thus brought to 
see the fallacy of the Papaeyj were rising from their 
mock devotions and casting away the yoke of bondage. 

The ' Mother of harlots/ drunk ' with the blood 
of the saints, was busy in those days preparing fires 
to consume all who dared to question her infallibility. 
She killed their bo dies—it was all she could do^ Their 
victorious spirits ascended to glory to unite in the 
Ood*inspir©d cry, '* How long, O Lord, holy and tmd| 
dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood ou them 
that dwell on the earth ? " 

" And white robes were given to every on© of 
them; and it was said unto them that they should 
rest yet for aHttle season, until their fellow servants 
also and their brethren, that should be kUled as they 
were, should be fulfilled/' Rev, vi. 10, 11* 

CALYIH'e L£TTIBS TO TH£ HARTTBS. 

Calvin was busy administering consolation, by 
means of numerous letters, to the yalianb soldiers of 
Cbrist as they passed through Home's flamiug martyr 
jiiles to glory. 
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i *i< iji '' The collection of Calvin's letterB,"jajs Bangener, 

i| ;:| ''contains one addressed, a fortnight before the death 

ii j; of Serretos, 'to the faithful of the isles/ that is, 

|i!;| 'those of the coast of Saintonge/ and the bearer of 

;|i;!! the letter is Fhilibert Hamelin, the first preacher of 

j|!:|! the Beformed fiuth in those parts. 

;;|!jl "Arrested at Saintes, and condemned to death, 

|:|l|y he had succeeded in escaping to G^nem, where he 

!;||: !; became a printer. But he coold not long endoreto be 

ji^l I inactiye whilst his brethren were soffering elsewhere. 

'!(! I He set oat, famished with this precions letter^ He 

" '' reached his destination, where he assembled andiences 

to whom he preached, and whom he encouraged and 
^iij organized. After a four jears' apostolate he was 

|l 'II taken anew, and burned alive at Bordeaux. 

"Others, nearer G-eneva, had perished while the 
]i I trial of Senretus was proceeding, and they also were 
|l|j j comforted and strengthened by the Beformer's .voice. 
A letter of the 22nd of August is addressed to two 
men who expected death in the prisons of Lyons, and 
1 1 who were bomed, the month after, withtwo others. 
Already, on the 7th of Joly, on the news of their 
imprisonment, he wrote to them: — 'Though it has 
been a sad message according to the flesh,— even 
according to the just love we bear to yon in God,— > 
yet must we submit to that good Father and Lord. 
As He has fortified yon with His strength to sustain 
1 1 ij the first assault, it remains that ye pray Him Ito 
fortify yon more and more, according as you have to 
oomlAt. When He does His people the honour to 
employ them to maintain His truth, and leads them 
to martyrdom as by the hand. He never leaves them 
destitute of the arms which are requisite Be 
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assured, therefore, that this good God, who appears 
in time of need, will not forsake you till yon hare 

wherewith mightily to magnify His name • 

Meditate on the gloiy and heavenly immortality to 
which we are inyited, and are certain to attain, by the 

cross, and shame, and death It is a strange 

thing to human sense, that the slaves of Satan should 
keop US wiik tlioir foot upou our throats ; but wo havo 
wherewith to comfort us in all our tribulation, awaiting 
the happy issue which is promised us, — that Gk>d 
Himself shall wipe away all tears from our eyes/ And 
after many other words, which we regret not to 
transcribe, he adds: 'If you can commupicate with 
the other brethren, I pray you to salute them also as 
from me/ Do you know how they held communica- 
tion one with another T 

'' Louis d e Marsac, who was one of them, wrote 
to Calvin : ' I could not tell yon, sir and brother, the 
great comfort I have received from the letters which 
you sent to my brother, Denis Peloquin, who found 
means of passing them to one of our brethren who 
was in an underground cell above me, and read them 
to me because I could not read them, inasmuch as I 
can see nothing in my dungeon. I pray yon, 
therefore, to persevere in aiding us always with like 
consolation, which invites us to weep and pray/ 

'This is that Louis de Marsac, who was offended, 
when they led him to the stake, because they did not 
put a halter round his neck, as they did the rest, on 
account of his noble birth. He asked why he was 
refused the collar of that 'excellent order* of martyrs. 
A Oenevese, Peter Berger, had shortly before had that 
honour, and when the flames reached him, he had 
•aid, like Stephen, ' I see the heavens opened.''* 
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1 4 OHAPTBB XXV. 

M 

j?!i :!{ The fiTe young Maityn of Lyons. 

F all the martyrs whom Calvin liad to exhort at 
this period, fiye espeoiaUy — the five prisoners 
'^ of Lyons, as they were called — ^had to bless 
him in their time of trial. 

''They were five joang Frenchmen desiring to 

l|| I take part in the Reformation of their own country, 

who had studied at Lausanne, where the ministry had 

just been conferred upon them. During the long 

season of preparation they had, no doubt, looked 

forward with mingled feelings to the gpreat struggle in 

which they were to take' part. But now, having 

illf jj completed their course of study, they, aftef passing a 

1 1*' !|; few days at Geneva, return to France. On their way, 

.ill a stranger, of whom they entertained no suspicion, 

introduced himself as a fellow traveller. Soon after 

their arrival at Lyons, however, their new acquaint* 

ance betrayed them, and they were arrested and 

thrown into prison. The intervention of the Bernese 

government, the influence which was exerted in their 

behalf in high quarters, and the interest which these 

young men excited in many Bomanists, all served 

only to protract a painful trial, in which the brutality 

of the judges was only equalled by the constancy of 

the Tiotiins. In a letter, written in Junef, 1652, 
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Oalvin speaks to them of what has been done to save \yi 

them, and of what yet will be attempted; bat, ]\ ^ 

without taking all hope from them, he prepares them 

for the most terrible results, and invites them to seek 

in Grod, without delay, that courage which is found in ]{ 

God alone. When condemned in effect by the Lyons ' ^ 

judges, they appealed to the parliament of Paris. 

They were, therefore, taken to Paris, but brought 

back to Lyons to await their sentence, which they 

received on the 1st of March, 1553 ; the sentence of 

death was conclusive. 

'''We have been,' writes Calvin to them, 'in 
greater sorrow than ever, having heard the decision 
taken by the enemies of the truth.* Other attempts 
will yet be made ; but the great and only one which 
cannot ^1, will be to recommend them to Him who 
has already sustained them so gpreatly. 'We shall 
herein do uur duty, by praying to Him that He may 
glorify Himself more and more in your constancy; f] 

that, by the consolation of His Spirit, He may soften 
and sweeten all that is bitter to the flesh, and may so 
carry away your senses to Himself, that, looking at 
the heavenly crown, you maybe ready to leave all that 
is worldly without regret.' At length, in the ii.[ 

beginning of May, he writes a last letter. ' The King i]' 

of France hath flatly and curtly rejected the requests } \ \ 

presented by the gentlemen of Berne. There is no 
more expectation on that side, nor, indeed, anywhere 
else that we see here below.' While there was still 
hope, they had been enabled to look without ceasing 
to Qod; how should they not do it now thai 
^necessity exhorts them to direct all their senses 
toward heaven?' God has chosen them to make Hit 
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streDgth perfect in tlieir weakness, 'inasmndi as He 
has granted 70a this privilege that yonr bonds hare 
been fomons, and that the noise of them.hat^ been 
flpread ererywhere; yonr death, in spite of Satan, 
mnst resonnd even yet more londiy, that the name of 
the Lord may be magnified/ Thns he continues at 
great length ; he is mored; but firm, ever speaking in 
the name of duty, ever demanding such a sacrifice aa 
he himself would accomplish without distraction, and 
without asking enthusiasm to spare him any pang or 
effort, but immoveable in his courage, and immoveable 
in his faith. 

''They perished, therefore, on the 16th of May^ 
animated by this spirit, and full of this courage* 
* Being come to the place of execution,' as Grespin 
relates in the History of the Martyrs, 'they ascended 
with a joyful heart the pile of wood, the two youngest 
first. The last who ascended was Martial Alba, the 
eldest of the five, who had a long time been on botk 
his knees, praying to the liord. He asked Lieutenant 
Tignac to grant him a gift. The lieuWnant said to 
him, 'What wiliest thonr' He said to him, 'That 
I may kiss my brethren before I die.' The lieutenant 
granted it to him. Then the said Martial kissed the 
four, who were already bound, saying to each of them, 
'Adieu, adieu, my brother I ' The fire was kindled* 
The voices of the five confessors were heard still 
'exhorting one another: 'Courage, my brethren, 
courage!' And these/ continued Crespin, 'were 
the last words heard from the said five valiant 
ohampions and martyrs of the Lord.*" _ 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 



GalTin and Lather oontrasted— The Libertines— Thoir utter 
confusion— The speedy rise and prosperity of Geneva — 
Cardinal Sodoleto*s risit to Calvin. 

80W marvelionsly the wisdom of God appears in 
selecting and preparing His servants, each for- 
their peculiar work, and for the age in which 
they are called to labour. 

Never, perhaps, was this more manifest than in 
Martin Luther and John Calvin, who were both men 
of the most remarkable order; and both taught by the- 
same Spirit. Tet the gifts they received from the- 
Spirit so widely differed, and each was so remarkabljr 
adapted to the times, that had the work of Calvin 
preceded Luther's by twenty-six years instead of 
being twenty-six years after it, we cannot suppose- 
that such great results could ever have been achiered. 
But ** to everything there is a season, and a time to* 
every purpose under the hearen; a time to break 
down and a time to build up ;'* and ''our times are- 
in His hands.'' 

Some years since we were passing through one of 
the streets of the city of London, and saw a man 
ptdling an old house down. With a pickaxe in hand^ 
he stood upon a piece of brickwork about four- 
feet wide, and about thirty or forty feet from ih»> 
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^proand, and with the greatost composure he remoyed 
brick after brick from the yerj piece of wall on which 
he stood. 

The gasing multitude, with breathless anxiety, 
watched the trembling wall as it bowed slightly first 
one way, and then the other, expecting every moment 
to witness a &tal catastrophe. But, if I am* not 
deceiyed, the man worked his way safely down, and 
was employed in the erection of the new building, yet, 
not as a builder, but as a labourer. \ 

The man was skilled at pulling the rotten old 
house down, and preparing materials for the new one ; 
but to raise the new structure in erery part, according 
to definite plan, was the work of other minds and 
^11 other hands. 

So Martin Luther, like Jeremiah, was sanctified 
I :| || «nd ordained a prophet unto the nations, and set over 

|i I kingdoms, ** to root out, and to pull down, and to 

destroy, and to throw down, to build and to plant.'' 
1 1 1| I But his special work was to pull down Antichrist, and 

to prepare the materials for other workmen. 

The reforming of the Church, according to the 
Bible plan, was especially the work of Calvin. 
Luther was the protestor, and right gloriously, 
through grace, he did his work; Calvin was the 
"RMformer and his work remains to this day. * For the 
JBeforming of the Church of Gk>d Calvin was set over 
the nations. '^~' 

' The strokes of his pen, in his quiet, humble 
study in Geneva^ vibrated through Christendom to the 
•comfort of martyrs; to the counselling of monarchs; 
to the construction of Beform8> and to the confusion 
of the Papacy. 
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bad a right in the Gharch to claim obediesoe to tbo 
Bible, the law of Jesus Cbrist, the Head of tho 
Gbnrob. > 

" He has given us/' he said, *' the power to hind 
and to feoM — ^in other words, to preach the Word and 
to administer the sacraments. 

" To us holy things bare been committed, and we 
shall take care that the table of the Lord is not 
dishonoured by the presence at it of the profane/' 
" So &r,'' said the Beformer, ** is the power of the 
pastors from being a menace to the liberty of the 
republic, that it is its best protection. Liberty 
without the Gospel is but a miserable slavery.'' 
These advocates of liberty had, however, but littl» 
respect for«the liberty and rights of others. 

''We have too many ministers and too many 
sermons," they exclaimed in the Council. They also 
complained of the number of books printed, and the 
number of refugees. They loved darkness rather 
than light, and the godly, noble men taking refuge in. 
their dty, the number of books appearing, and the 
fsithful discourses from their pulpits, were so many 
rays of light exposing their dark deeds. 

THUB UTTIB CONfUSIOH. 

No favourable impression was made upon the 
Council by these complaints. 

" On the 16th of May, Perrin returned again to_ 
jthe CouncQ with a larger number of followers, chiefly 
fishermen and boatmen, armed with swords. 

" ' On Friday, the 18th May, 1656, the heads of 
the party met in a taveru, ten in number,' says 
B^nivard, 'of brawling companions.' The more 
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moderate, who may be presnmed to Iiaye been also the 
more sober, were for oonToking the Council General ; 
bat the more violent wonld hear of nothing bat the 
massacre of all the refugees of religion and their 
supporters. The Sunday following, when the citizens 
would be all at church, was fixed on for the execution 
•of this horrible plot. 

''The eagerness of the Libertines to consummate 
their crime caused the plot to miscarry. The yery 
night after their meeting, the fumes of the wine, 
we may charitably beliere, not having yet exhaled, 
the mob patroits rushed into the streets with arms in 
their hands to begin their dreadful work. 'The 
French, the French,' they shouted, ' are taking the 
town I Slay all I slay all I ' But not one of the 
refugees was to be seen. 

" ' The Lord,' says Calvin, 'had poured a deep 
'Sleep upon them.' But the other citisens rushed into 
the streets. There was a great uproar, shonts, cries;, 
and clashing of arms; but fortunately the afiay 
passed without bloodshed.'' 

In a few days the Council assembled to take 
measures to preserve the peace of the city, and to 
bring the seditious to justice. 

THl SPIIDT BISl AND PSOSPEStTT OF OINBVA. 

Four were beheaded. Perrin and others fled, and 
the rest were banished. Calvin conld now say, " The 
«nare is broken and we are escaped. Our help is in 
the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth." 
Thus.Ood delivered Geneva from a fretting plague 
which sought only to spread its corruption. Geneva 
now free. Small as she was^ she neverthless 
14 V 
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numbered among her 11,000 inhabitants many of the 
brightest intelleote and most gracions men in Europe^ 
who had fled within her gates for safety. Here, too, , 
not on a pontifical throne (a title taken from the F^^gan 
emperor Pontifex), arrayed in gold and scarlet, not in 
a gorgeous palace or Vatican with its 11,000 rooms, 
bnt in a hnmble residence, without any worldly show 
or pomp, lived the minister of Christ, the Bef ormer of 
Christendom. Under his hand, however, (Geneva was 
to be remoulded, and in a short time to rise to> 
eminence. 

Calvin, under Gk>d, was to marshal his Protestants 
troops, armed only with the sword of the Spirit (tho 
Word of God), and send them forth to conquer 
mighty nations. Through the gates of the little city 
passed multitudes of faithful ambassadors ready to 
preach the Word and then die at the stake. 

''What an astonishing phenomenon must the 
sudden rise of this little town have appeared to the 
men of those times 1 How portentious to the friends 
I of the old religion. It had not been built up by 

human hands; it was not defended by human 
weapons ; yet here it stood, a great lighthouse in the 
cenhre of Christendom, a mother of churches, a nurse 
of martyrs, a school of evangelists, an impregnable- 
asylum of the persecuted, a font of civilisation, an 
abode of letters and arts: a great moral tribunal 
where the actions of all men were weighed, and in 
whose inexorably just and righteous awards men 
heard the voice of the higher tribunal.'' * 

John Knox, who visited (Geneva at this time, 
writes to his friend Locke : " In mj heart I could 
* History of Fkotestsntism. 
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have wished, yea, and cannot cease to wish, that it 
might please God to guide and conduct yon to this 
place, where I neither fear nor shame to say is the 
most perfect school of Christ that erer was in the 
earth since the days of the apostles. In other places 
I confess Christ to be truly preached ; but manners 
and religion to be so sincerely reformed I hare not 
seen in any other place besides/' 

CABDIHAL S0D0UT0*S YISIT TO CALYIN. 

At this time, when the Pope himself was not a 
man of more- influence in Europe than the humble t- 

pastor of Geneva, Cardinal Sodoleto, passing through 
Greneva, would gratify his curiosity by paying him a j ^ 

visit. • '* i 

How astonished was the Cardinal Prince (who ! i 

had visited the Vatican, and seen the earthly pomp of ' i 

the Pope), to be conducted to No. 122, Rue des l- \ 

Chanoines, and to find Calvin himself open the door in r \ 

answer to his knock. 

What an instructive scene was this for Sodoleto 
to reflect upon I Had he been in possession of 
spiritual wisdom how readily would he have contrasted 
this primitive, unostentatious manner of life with the 
ambitious display of the Vatican. We can imagine, 
and would that it were true, God who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, shining in unto him, 
giving him the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
Gk>d in the face of Jesus as he stood at the Reformer's [ '[ 

door. How soon then would he have seen himself j i| 

with his scarlet attire, dangling cross, and train of \ 

attendants, as the minister of Antichrist, and Calvin ^ 

as the minister of Christ. < 

f 
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We can imagine him thiui enlightened and sayings 
''Peter, whom we sappoee to be oor first Pope, said, 
' Feed the flook of Gk>d whioh is among yon, taking 
the oyersight thereof, not by eonstraint, bat willingly; 
not for fiOiy lucrtf bnt of a ready mind, neither as 
being lords oyer God's heritage, bnt being ensamples 
to the flook.* 1 Peter ▼. 28. Sorely the man that is 
now before me is more like thesaocessor of Peter than 
any of onr Popes have ever been.*' 

When Pope Pins IV. heard of the death of Calvin, 
he said: ''That whioh made the strength of that 
heretio, was that money was nothing to him." What 
a mystery to the Pope most this hare been when he 
knew that money was everything to himself and his 
ehnrdi. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 



His literary labours — ^The Beformation in England— The 
nobleness and dignity of the Church. 
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OUR last article upon the Reformer brought as to ^ 

his victory over the Libertines, the comparative ;; 

*^ tranqaillity of Geneva^ and the visit of Cardinal j 

Sodoleto, whose astonishment was so manifest at not i 

finding the Reformer surrounded with courtier-like !; j 

servants in a magnificent palace. We inust now s 

return to notice some of the literary works of Calvin ^ 

which organized and consolidated the Reformation. I 

He had now but nine years to live. For the past nine ^ ^ 

jears he had endured the most violent struggles with "^^ ] 

the Libertines. He had suffered with a weak afflicted r • i 

body. He took but two meals a day, and sometimes 
only one. He regularly attended to his preaching, . 
lecturing, and correspondence, yet, during' the short 
rspace of this nine tron\>lesQme years, the following 
'Commentaries appeared, by which ''he being dead, 
jet speaketh.'' ^ 

In 1646 and 1547, we have the Epistles to the 
Corinthians; in 1548, the Epistles to the Gralatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and the two to 
Timctby; in 1549, the Epistles to Titus and the 
Hebrews; in 1550, the Epistle of James and the two 
4o the Thessalonians ; in 1551, Isaiah and the Epistles 
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ci John, Jade, and a new edition of all Pool's Epistles,, 
and, in 1552, the Acts. In 1553, the very year in 
which Seiretas with the Libertines so molested him,, 
the oommentaries on Matthew, Mark, and Luke- 
appeared, which were arranged as a harmony, and 
supplied by a parallel commentary, followed by a 
commentary on John; and in 1554, (Genesis appeared. 

''The cammerUarieB of Calvin,'' says Bnngener, 
" mark a reyolntion in the study of the Bible, and on 
that account occupy a distinguished place, not only in 
the history of theology, but in that of the human 
mind. It is truth, sought in every verse and every 
word, by the straightest and shortest road. Biblical 
science owes him, in a word, what any science owes to 
the man who transports it to the domain of facts, and 
lays at its basis observation and experience." 

THI UrOBMATIOH IK VNOLAND. 

Neither his extreme weakness and bodily afflic* 
tion, nor the struggles and triumphs of Geneva,, 
could absorb the sympathies of the Beformer. Hia 
eye rested upon the whole of the campaign throughout 
Western Europe, and his pen, as thesword in the hand 
of a mighty warrior, was constantly wielded for the 
direction and encouragement of his forces, or to the- 
confusion of his opponents. 

The Beformation in Englancl especially claimed 
the attention of Calvin. The light he had received 
he could, no doubt, trace to the two valiant martyrs,. 
John Huss, of Bohemia, and Jerome, of Prague; and 
from them to John WiclifPe, the ''morning star'' of the- 
Beformation. It was by the writinge of that great 
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English reformer tliat Jerome was brought to a 
Imowledge of the troth, which he carried to Bohemia. 

Otod was pleased to honour England with the 
first great pioneer of the Reformation. 

Nearly two hundred years before Calvin entered 
'Geneva, Wicliffe, by the Bible doctrines called 
<}alvini9m, wonnded the Bomish hierarchy. In the 
16th century, great advances were made, bnt the 
Beformation in this country was never completed. 
Bomish rites, doctrines, and adornments were never ^ 

thoroughly cast out when the Protestant Church of 
England was established. 

England is now selected by the Jesuits as the 
•campaign for the great struggle. The Lord grant ' j 

that the MOTHER OF HARLOTS may here receive 
her death-blow from the Lamb of God, that the i 

nations of the earth may no longer be deceived with j 

ihe " golden cup in her hand, full of abominations and ; j 

filthiness of her fornication.'* "I' | 

Edward VI., who showed himself zealous for the \ j 

establishment of the Reformation in England, was but ] 

fourteen years of age when Calvin dedicated to him j 

two of his works, OommerUary on Isaiah and the 
{hmmentary on ihe Catholic Epistles. These two 
books were not presented to Edward simply as a king, 
'''but to the extraordinary child who was already able 
to read them, to judge of them, and to nourish himself 
with them. His precocious intellect and eminent 
faculties had struck with astonishment, from his : 

earliest years, the masters who were entrusted with 
his education." 

''His living piety caused him to delight in every 
rdigious study, whether edifying or controversiaL It 
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iH 'was aboat this period that he wrote, under the form of 

{jj:- a discourse, a plan of reformation, based in all 

probability upon Calvin's letter to the Duke of 
Somerset/'* The offer of these two books was a great 
joj to the joung king, and to the bearer of them was 
given a very honourable reception. With them was 
; i sent a letter to Edward, showing what must yet be 

• t done to complete the Reformation. 

jV While Calvin was one day preaching upon 

THB VOBLBNBSS AND DIONITT OF THB CHURCH, 

it occurred to him to dictate to the young king a 
brief exposition of Psalm Ixzzvii. ''Hoping,'' he 
says to Edward, "that you will take pleasure in it^ 
and that its perusal will also be profitable to you. 

" The argument seemed to me so suitable to you, 
that I was moved immediately to write the sum of it.'^ 
"Kings are in danger of forgetting the kingdom. 
Now in this Psalm the nobleness and dignity of the 
Church are spoken of which ought so to attract to 
herself great and small, that all the goods and 
honours of earth cannot keep them back. 

''The Ohurchf here, is therefore the spiritual 
e&ure&— Christendom, holy and without spot— the~ 
kingdom of heaven, on earth or in heaven. To be 
a king is much, but to be a Christian, a simple subject 
of the kingdom, is more ^infinitely more. 

"It is therefore," continues Calvin, "an in- 

estimable privil^e which God hath granted you, that 

yon should be a Christian king. A king among men, 

but a subject of Christ. But to this privilege great 

*Bang«n«r. 
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daties are attached. The joung king knows them ; it 
is his to order and maintain the kingdom of Jesos 
CHirist in England. The task will, perhaps, be a 
laborious one; therefore let this Psalm senre himfor 
strength and buckler, and God, the King of kings, 
make him prosper and flourish to the glory of His 
name.'* 

The glory and honourof the Church are that Ood 
is in the midst of her; Christ is her righteousness, 
and glorious things are spoken of her. 

The Church of which Calvin here speaks is not a 
vitible body with a visibh uniformity, but the body of 
Christ, composed of all true believers in Ohriet in 
every part of the world. 

One great stumbling-block to Calvin, when his 
eyes were first opened, was, that if he left the Church 
of Bome he could eee no other organized body of 
persons with a visible uniformity to which he could 
unite himself like that Church. This has, no doubt, 
been a trial to thousands who have not been brought 
to see the true Church as a spiritual body united to 
Christ by faith in the unity of the Spirit. There is a 
very illustrative case to the point quoted in the 
Critical English Testament, vol. iii. page 417, upon 
the sealing of the servants of 'Gk)d, Rev. vii. 8. The 
Bev. H. Van Maasdyk, a Roman Catholic priest in 
Belgium, relates that even after he had come to a 
knowledge of the truth as regards the main features of 
the Grospd, and had thrown off the errors of Rome, he 
was nmch troubled about the existence of a viMk 
Ohurbh, when suddenly, as it were, all his difficulties 
disappeared as he one day read, in 2 Tim. iL 19: 
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^' NerertiieleBSi the foundation of Gh>d standeth 8iire> 

liaring tUs seal, the Lord knoweth them that are 

His.'' ''Yes,'' I said to myself, ''I have found it. 

f The Lord know§ {hate that are Hie. He will bring 

them together. If we acknowledge Him as onr head 

we need not disquiet ourselves as to where the 

! & members of the bod j are. . The Lord alone knows 

where His body is. His church,[and He directs it ; He 

, leads it, and He makes all work together for ita 

If good.** 
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" Then is a funily on earth, 
Whose Father fills a throne I 
Bat though a eeed of heavenly birth, 
To men they're little known. 

Whene'er they meet the pablio eye, 

They feel the pablio eoom ; 
For men their ftdreet olaims deny, 
I }|| And count them busely bom. 

^ ! I But *tis the King who reigns sboTO, 

^ ^ I That dsims them for his own ; 

The ixfoi^d objects of His lore, 
And destined to a throne. 

But when the King himself was here. 
His daims were set at nought ; 

Would tktg another lob prefer ? 
B^eoted be the thought I 

No; they will tread, while here below, 
The path their Master trod ; 

Coatent all honor to forego, 
But that which cornea from God." 
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The Befonntttum in Fnaoe— The mMsaore of St BArtholomew** 
Day— Silver lining to a dark doad— A Oollege and Aoadem j 
at Genera. 

§EAB the heart of our Beformer, m a Frenchman, 
would naturally lie the Beformation in France. 
Here with marvellous success his attention was , 
turned ; 2,150 churches were organised. The extra* . 
ordinary demand for preachers was such that Calyin 
writes: ''We are asked for preachers on all sides; 
enquirers for them besiege mj door, and contend for 
them with pious emulation. We are» however, quite 
exhausted ; nay, we have lately been obliged to send 
such journeymen out of the booksellers' shops as 
possessed some slight tincture of learning and religious 
knowledge.'' 

'' Some slight tincture of learning '* with Calvin 
would no doubt be a fair education. If, however, he 
sent gracious men blessed with a personal knowledge 
of Christy and endowed with gift to preach the [1 

Word, although possessing but little human learnings • ^ : i 

he did as his Master did, when He made fishermta 
fishers of men. And as Gk>d did when He sent 
Bunyan, the tinker, and Huntington, the coal-heaver, 
to 80 ui^nrl the standard of grace that the colours of 
the kingdom revealed by them still float upon the it 
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lireoMB of the Spirit, and oast their ooTor over many 
■^ weary warrior. "The base things of the world, 
and things whioh are despised, hath Gk>d ohosen ; yea, * 
«nd things that are not, to bring to nought things 
that are : that no flesh should glory in his presenoe/' 
1 Cor. i. 28, 29. 

One of the ministers sent from Gteneya thus 
writes to Farel : "I cannot express to you what mercy 
*QoA daily shows towards our church. From several 
places persons are come, demanding labourers for the 
new harvest. They are particularly pressing us from 
Toumon and the Agenois .... for in those parts 
more than three hundred parishes have abolished the 
mass, but are yet without a minister. 

''I have heard it said that, if from four to six 
thousand preachers could be sent, there would be 
room for them all.'' 

The Oalvinists of Normandy used to assemble in 
the open air, in bodies of three or four thousand. 

What a . glorious extension of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, what a wondrous ingathering of God's 
elect seemed to be here I The harvest truly was 
plenteous. If Ood would spare Sodom for the sake of 
ten righteous, and bless Laban for Jacob's sake 
{Qen. XXX. 27), and the Egyptian's house for Joseph's 
sake {Qtea. xxxix. 6), how much national honour and 
glory would He confer upon France for the sake of the 
many thousands of praying souls sheltered under her — 
banner f But did she shelter them f Did she under- > 
«t^d the children of God to be the salt of the earthf ;, ^^ 
Alas, she understood not I In the course of a few .'"-'/^ 
jensn her gutters were flooded with their blood* Her "'^ 
jriver was red with the blood of the saints, and on its 
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snrface many thoosands of their dead bodies were 
borne. Like Jerasalem slie was favonred wiih a trae 
•durch and tlie light of divine troth. 

" How is the gold become dim I how is the most 
fine gold changed.'' 

The influence of the Calyinists was so great that 
a conference was arranged, which took place on the 
^th September, 1561, between the refohned ministers 
and the prelates of France with the hope of effecting a 
reconciliation between, the two religions parties. 
Oalvin was invited to be present, bnt the Conncil 
of Geneva objecting to this Beaa undertook to plead 
the cause of the Calvinists. 

The young king, Charles IX., who was bnt eleven 
years of age, opened the conference with a short 
speech. 

Toleration in those days was a thing very un» 
popular, and this effort to reconcile light with 
darkness, as may be expected, failed. 

Another conference was held in January, 1562, 
with no better result. 

THB X^SSACBS OF ST. BABTHOLOXBW's DAT. 

Through the crafty, . insidious, workings of 
Catherine de Medici, the Queen-mother, there was 
much political bias and bitter feeling intermingled 
with the Reformation of France. 

Cruel injustice gave rise to war, and battle after 
battle was fought, but finding it impossible to subdue 
the Protestants either by martyrdoms or by open 
combat, Pope Pius V., who before his elevation to the 
Papal See was the most sealous of the inquisitors^ 
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no promptings, yet tiiis sangainary measure was not 
enacted till St. Bartholomew's day, Angost 24tliy 
1672. Before this Pias V. was called to his account. 
Bat Gregory XIII. was quite equal to the impious task. 
The young king, Charles IX., under the influence of 
his mother, signed the edict for, and took part in, this 
wholesale butchery, by which the cities, villages, and 
fields of France were deluged with blood. 

By this most awful enactment the Reformation in 
France was mortally wounded. 70,000 Protestanta 
{according to Sully, the generally received authority) 




ST. BABTUOLOMEW'S ICSDAL. 

^ere cruelly murdered, and France has been restless 
'ever since. God still requires the blood of His 
slain at her hands. Surely in the great day of 
judgment it will be more tolerable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah than for that city. 

The pope, drunk with the blood of the saints 
and the martyrs of Jesus, ordered a jubilee in honour 
of this general massacre. Cannons were fired at Bome^ 
several processions took place, the Te Denm was 
Chanted, and the city was illuminated for three nights. 
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Sereral medals in commemoration of the erent were* 
•track, one with the pope's profile on one side and a 
representation of an aogel daying the Huguenots, or 
Protestants, on the other, lliis is but the fadntest 
outline of a very dark picture. Enough, however, is- 
recorded to show that the system which could plan,, 
practice, and praise such carnage could not be indued 
with that wisdom which is from above, which is first 
pure, then gentle, easy to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without 
hypocrisy. Popery in power has always pioved itself 
to be earthly, sensual, devilish (James iii. 14-17). 

SILVBB UNIHO TO ▲ DARK CLOUD. 

Over this dark picture history, however, cast one- 
bright gleam which, we would fain believe, came from 
the Sun of Bighteonsness. While the pope and the 
clergy continued to exult in their carnage, great terror- 
and remorse came upon the young king Charles. 

He had not quite two years to live and he seemed 
to be in constant apprehension of some approaching 
calamity. His mind was in agony. In his affliction 
he sweat blood and cried to God for pardon. His 
order had been that not one Huguenot should be - 
spared to remind him of the massacre. But, strange 
to relate, he had one for his nurse whom he seemed to 
love in his dying moments. 

Estoile, an old historian, tells ns that ''as she 
seated herself on a chest and was beginning to dose,, 
she heard the king moan and weep and sigh. She 
came gently to his bedside, and adjusted the bed*^ 
clothes. The king began to speak to her; and 
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heaving a deep sigli, and whOe the tears ponred down 
and sobs choked his utterance, he said, ' Ah, nnrse, 
dear nnrse, what blood, what mnrders I Ah, I hare 
followed bad advice. Oh, mj Ood, forgive me I Have 
pity on me if it please Theo. I do not know what will 
become of me. What shall I do T I am lost; I see 
it plainly.' His nurse sympathised with him and 
pointed him to Jesns as the only way of justification/' 

May we not hope that this guilty man was, 
through grace, brought to repentance and saved by 
the precious blood of Jesus. Never yet on the earth 
has there been a sinner too great for all-conquering 
grace ; never yet a sinner too polluted to be washed 
in the precious blood of Jesus. When He poured out 
His soul unto death. He opened a fountain for sin and 
vndeanness, and His blood deanseth from all sin. 

'* Thai stored flood from Jesus' veins 
Wa^ free to take away 
A Mary's or MaDasseb'e stains, 
Or sins more vile than they." 

Charles IX. died on the 30th of May, 1674, aged 
twenty-five years. 

▲ COLLIGX AND ACADXMT AT GENIVA. 

Calvin had gone to his rest eight years before 
God gathered into His gamer the harvest of redeemed 
souls so cruelly reaped by wicked hands. His last 
great work was to build a college and academy for 
Geneva. 

Bnngener says : — " As early as 1552, the Council 
had bought the ground, but this ground, six years 
afterwards, was still untouched. Then Calvin took 
the work in hand more directly. He set on foot, as 
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'we Bhoald say now, a national subscription, and very 
soon he was in possession of ten thousand florins, a 
large sum for those times. The Council then judged 
that the work might be begun. The 'ground was 
levelled, the foundations dug, and the walls raised. 
More than once Calvin was seen, while suffering 
from quartan-ague, dragging himself slowly over the 
works, encouraging the workmen, and contemplating 
with joy the rapid progress of the edifice. The Sth 
of June, 1559, the college was ready to receive both 
pupil and master. 

''There, for three centuries, the children of the 
city of Calvin have succeeded each other. The edifice, 
saving a few modifications of detail, has remained the 
same. After their venerable cathedral no building 
is dearer to the Genevese, and few days pass without 
some stranger bending his steps thither to evoke the 
memories which are equally sacred to all the children 
of the Reformation. If you go upstairs over the 
class-rooms, you are in the rooms* of the library, full 
of memorials yet more living and particular. There 
you will be shown the books of Calvin's library, the 
mute witnesses of his vigils, his sufferings, and his 
death; there you will turn over the leaves of his 
manuscripts, deciphering, not without difficulty, a few 
lines of his feverish writing, rapid as his thoughts ; 
and if your imagination will but lend itself to the 
breathing appeals of solitude and silence, there he 
himself is; you will behold him gliding among those 
ancient walls, pale, but with a sparkling eye,— feeble 
and sickly, but strong in inner energy, the source of 
which was in his faith. There also will appeartoyon, '^ 
aronnd him, all those of whom he was to be the 
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father,— diyines^ jaristo, philosophers, scholars, states- / t 

men, and men of war, all filled with that mighty life .• 

which he was to bequeath to the Reformation after i 

haying receired it from her. And if you ask the f 

secret of his power, one of the stones of the college ^ 

will tell it you in a few Hebrew words which the \ 

Reformer had engraved upon it. Comel^into the | 

court. Enter beneath that old portico which supports 
the great staircase and you will read :— 

2%0 fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiedom. 
And it is neither on the wall nor on one of the pillars 
that these words are engraved. Mark well : it is on 
the keystone. What an emblem 1 and what a lesson I'' | 

On the 6th of February, 1564, Calvin preached ^ 

his last sermon. On the 26th of April he was visited 
by the Council, of twenty-five lords of the dty, in all 
the pomp of public ceremony. Far more glorious 
Attendants, however, were near at hand, but this we 
must defer to our next and concluding chapter upon 
^' John Calvin." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 



His last intenriewwiih the Council— -His farewell addran to 
the Pastors— OalTin's Will— William Faiel and Calvin meet 
lor the last time— The Beformer's last moments— His I)eath 
and finrial— Conduding Bemarks. 

WHEN the Council of Geneva visited our Reformer 
on his death bed, he addressed them at con- 
siderable length.* ''Having finished his 
discourse/' says Beza, "he offered up a prayer to the- 
Ahnighty and merciful God to shower down upon 
them, in still greater abundance. His gifts, and by 
His Holy Spirit to direct all their consultations to the- 
welfare of the whole republic. He then gave his. 
right hand to each separately,. and bade them adieu. 
All the senators departed in tears, manifesting" deep 
sorrow, as if it were their last interview with a 
common father. 

'* I know not if there could have been a sadder 
sight for these magistrates, who all considered him,, 
and rightly for his office sake, the mouth of the 
Lord.*' 

HIS f ABKWILL ADDBBSS TO THB PA8T0S8. 

The day following (April 27th, 1564), he wished 
to see the pastors, who waited upon him in a body. 
To them he delivered a solemn and affectionate dis— 
* nmr ngistera bave pnaerred the summary of his words. 
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course^ in which he tried to stimulate them in a fear- 
less onward coarse in their duty after his death. 

He reminded them of his first arriyal in the dty^ 
when he said ''the (Gospel was indeed preadiedf but 
everything was in the greatest confusion^ as if 
Christianity consisted in nothing else than the- 
overturning of images. Not a few men arose in the 
church from whom I suffered many great indignities ;. 
but the Lord our God Himself so strengthened me^ 
and banished all fear even from my mind^ who am by 
no means distinguished for natural courage (I state 
the real fact)^ that I was enabled to resist idl their 
attempts.'^ 

He reminded them of his exile^ of his return, the 
struggles of every kind which he had had to sustain,, 
and how he had seen the- blessing of Qod upon his 
labours. 

This meeting with the pastors was most affecting, . 
and his address like Paul again giving his charge to 
the elders of Ephesus. 

At the close he asked pardon of God and of his. 
brethren for any peevishness or impatience he might 
have manifested under his disease. ''Finally/' adds. 
Beza, " he gave his hand to each, one after the other,, 
which was with such anguish and bitterness of heart 
iu every one that I cannot even recall it to mind 
without extreme sadness.'^ 

Calvin's will. 

A few days before this Calvin made his will,, 
which is more a testament of his faith than a division 
of his earthly goods. Of the latter he had but little 
to leave. He loved a life of poverty. To live- 
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IkoneMj, bat Immbly, was all he in this respect' 
desired. He was too much occupied with higher 
•oonsideratioiis to encumber himself with the ''thick 

In his will, he first thanks Gk>d for delivering 
liim from ''the deep darkness of idolatry in which he 
was plunged, that He might bring him into the light 
of the (}ospel. He declared his full intention to pass 
the remainder of his life in the same faith and 
religion. 

He testifies that, as a suppliant, he humbly im- 
plores the Lord to so wash and purify him, by the 
blood of the sovereigu Bedeemer, that he may stand 
before His tribunal in His image. He declares "that 
in all the controTersies and disputes which he has 
conducted with the enemies of the Gk>spel, he has 
nsed no craftiness, nor corrupt sophistical arts, but he 
has defended the truth with candour and sincerity.'' 

" But, alas I my study and my teai" says he, " if 
they deserve the name, have been so remiss and 
languid that I confess innumerable things have been 
wanting in me to discharge the duties of my office in 
an excellent manner; and unless the infinite bounty 
of God had been present, all my study would have 
been vain and tnmsient/' He confesses his entire 
dependence upon the mercy of the Lord. He al8o 
•expresses the wish that "after his departure his body 
might be committed to the earth in that manner and 
-with those ytmeroZ riU$ wkkh are utuai in that city 
and ehnrch/'* 

* This ootloia whioli, aoootding to Bungvner, hat been ob«~ 
sffied simoft down to fhs pretent day , WM tluU no aonnment 
dkould bo nised vftm say giaTO> howefor iUnstiioDs the 
lai^bo. 
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He yalued his earthly goods, including books &nd 
fomiture, at two hundred and twenty-five ctowuBj but 
the sale brought three hundred. Ten crowns he left 
to the college and ten to the fund for "poor 
strangers '* or refugees. The rest was to be divided 
among his nephews and nieces. 

Calvin had now just one month to live, which his 
biographer tells us was spent in almost constant 
prayer. Two events, however, transpired during that 
time which we must not overlook. 

WILLIAM TABEL AND CALVIN XSBT lOB THK LAST TIME. 

His old friend and fellow labourer, William ^ 
Farel, who preceded him in Greneva, could not now 
let him depart without taking his hand and wishiBg 
him Grod's speed across the river. 

Farel was now nearly eighty. In his early days 
he had preached in and around Geneva, with seal and 
power, more like the Apostle Paul than a preacher of 
modem days. We remember how his solemn denun- 
ciation withdrew Calvin from his purpose, and settled 
him as a preacher at Greneva. Having travelled, 
perhaps, fifty miles on foot, from Neuchatel, the old 
man^ dusty and weary, entered the sick chamber. 

This meeting can . be better imagined than 
described^ 

These two veteran victors, although differing 
considerably in age, are both about to take their 
leave of time and of each other. As good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ, for many years they have fought under 
His banner. For,twenty-eight years they have stood, 
as it were, side by side in the front of the battle. I 

I 






DigitizecTby 



)dhy^J^^^^^^^ 



'fir 



:m 



248 



•'1 



m 



Hundreds of their brethren have died as martjrs in 
the tremendous struggle. But thej have lived to see 
the powers of Borne shaken^ the Grospel freelj 
preached^ and the consciences of men freed from tho 
iron rule of the man of sin. The sword of the Spirit,, 
the Word of 6od, has been their weapon of warfare^ 
and now, before they leave the field, leaning upon 
their sword-hilts, for the last time thej look each 
other in the face, and their thoughts run over the 
struggles and triumphs of their glorious campaign* 
Before God and before men they can say, " We have 
fought a good fight.'' But they have nothing here to 
glory in. Their laurels are not here. Salvation by 
free and sovereign grace has been the theme of their 
ministrations. By grace they are saved. By grace 
they have conquered ; and their own failing strength 
now proves their personal need of more grace. Tbefr 
crowns of righteousness are laid up at home for them, 
whither their thoughts and flections are tending. 
They have seen Satan as lightning falling from 
heaven; but the Spirit within them says, ''ISejoice 
not in this, but rejoice rather that your names are 
written in heaven." Indeed, the words of Samuel 
Sutherford seem remarkably applicable to each o£ 
these departing saints : 

" Hie sands of time are sinluDg, 

Ths dawn of hesTen breaks, _ 

The •nmmer mom Ty sighed lor, 

The lair sweet mom awakat : 
Dark, dark hath been the midnight 

But da jipring ia at hand. 
And gbrj, gk»nr dweUeth 

la Tmmawnel's land. 
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Ob i Christ He i« the PouDtavo, 

The deep sweot 'vr^H of lore 1 
The streams on earth IVe t««ted^ 

More dflep 141 drink above : 
There to an ocean fuLneaa 

Hia iiiero}r doth expand. 
And gloiy, glory dweUeth 

Id ImmaDuers land." 

THB B^FOEHER'b LAST MOliENTe. 

Tlie IDth of May^ or the Friday before Whit^ 
Sanday, browgiit round tEs day when the clergy 
fiflsembled to admonisb &ach otber^ and take a friendly 
but modest repast. 

Calvin desired that tbi^s meal sKould be prepared 

at bis bouse* And rallying his little strength, when 

carried from bia bed into tbe room, bo said, " I come 

to see you, my brethren, for the last time, never more 

> to sit down with yon at table/' 

" Sucb," Bays Bcaa, " was tbe commaDcement of 
one of tbe most melancholy repasts we ever took. 
He then offered prayer, took a small |)ortion of food, 
and discoursed with mb at supper in as cheerful a 
manner as bis weakness would permit. Before supper 
was finish od, he bad to be carried back to bis own 
room, and said with a smilcj 'This intervening wall 
will not prevent me from being present with yon in 
Bpirit, though absent in body/ " 

Tbe following days were spent in almost constaut 
communion with tbe Lord, Often be was heard to 
say, " Lord, I opened not my month because Thou 
didst it " and at times, " I did mourn like a dove-** 
Once also, " Thou, Lord, bruiseat me, biit I am abuB- 
dantly satisfied, since it is Thy hand/' 

10 F 
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I HIS DEATH AND BUBIAL. 

j "On the 27th of Maj^ 1564^ it seemed/' continued^ 

{ Besa^ ''that he spoke more loudly and more easily,* 

1>utitwas the last effort of nature. Toward eight 

•o'clock in the evening he expired, and so it was, that 
' on that day, at the same moment, the sun set, and the 

' greatest light dn earth in the Church of God was 

withdrawn to heaven. 

''During that night, and the following day, great 
I lamentations prevailed throughout the city, for the 

I republic regretted the want of one of ^ its wisest 

I citizens, the church deplored the death of its faithful 

I pastor, the college sorrowed for such an incomparable 

I professor, and all grieved for the loss of a common 

parent and comforter bestowed upon them by God 
I Himself. At two o'clock in the afternoon on Sunday, 

I liis body was carried to the common burying-place, 

I •called Plein Palais, without extraordinary pomp. His 

I funeral, however, was attended by the members of the 

. senate, the pastors, all the professors of the college, 

! and a great proportion of the citizens. The' abun- 

i r dance of tears shed on this occasion afforded the 

strongest evidence of the sense which they had 
1 entertained of their loss. According to his own. 

I directions, no hillock, no monument was erected to 

lus memory, on which account I wrote the following 

epitaph: — 

j ^Why in this humble sad unnotioed tomb 

It OslTin laid— ths dread of lilliDg Boma, 
ICoomad by tha good, and by tha wicked fear'd ; 

j j By all who knew bit ezoallenoe reterad ; _ 

From iHiom ar'n viriaaPs aalf might Tirioa leaniy 
And jowif and old ita value may diaaem f 
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TwoA modestji Mh tkiDstant friend on eartli. 
That Iftid this atouo, uo sculptured with a name ; 
Oh I happy turf, eurioVd with Cairia^i worthy 
Mor« lasting far than marble is thy fame I 

"He lived fift^-fonr jeai^j ten months^ and! 
Berenteen daya," 

COKCLTTDINO EEMARZS. 

Such are tlie wise arraogetnentg, and sucli ar^ the 
love and mercy blended with the purposes of our 
coveuaDt God, ttat His people, however useful in 
their different spheres j have but a very limited period 
allotted to thcin here. They finish their work, and 
enter into rest. Others less known^ and^ at first, less 
esteemed, are raised up and anointed by the Spirit to- 
cairy on the work. 

Like the people of Geneva, and Churches of 
Christendom, who wept over their loss of Calvin, we 
may mourn when our Hessekiahs and Joaiahs are 
taken away, and know not till " afterwards," when 
the trial yields the peaceable fruits of righteousness,. 
how much we were trusting to an arm of flesh. 

Men, which appear to be the very keystones of 
society, or pillars of the most grand and gracious 
enterprises, are sometimes called away to their un- 
fading crowns, when, according to our contracted 
view, the very honour of God and the real good of 
His church seem to demand their presence here. But 
the Captain of our salvation not unfrequently removes 
His standard-bearers and passes the colours to 
snotherj lest we should trust to the bearer instead of 
the^od of the banner. 

Notwithstanding the excellency of Calvin's 
character^ and the great good bestowed upon ail 
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nations by liis work, bis name is Dot generally 
admired. The reason is that the doctrines of the , 
Gospel, which he so faithfally made known, are as 
bumbliDg to proud nature as they are exalting to the 
Qod of grace. 

Vain man likes to consider the will of God as 

being dependent upon his own ; but God works all 

things after the counsel of His own will, £ph. i. 11. 

[ €rod from eternity knew His people and chose them in 

I Christ. And ''whom He foreknew He predestinated 

to be conformed to tho image of Christ," Rom. viii. 

\ 29. There is no uncertainty about it. 'J'he great God 

does not allow His mighty arrangements to hang in 

nncertainty upon the caprice of mortal man. 

When Jesus Christ shall come in His glory and 
i| separate the people as a shepherd divideth his sheep 

- from the goats. He then shall see of the travail of His 

soul and shall be satisfied, Isa. Hii. 11. He will not 
hare to weep over the loss of any of His elect; they 
I will be all there. He has power to give eternal life to 

; as many as the Father gave Him, John xvii. 2. 

'I The nnhumblod sinner does not, however, feel his 

need of salvation and all pertaining thereto as the 
absolutely free gift of God. The name of John Calvin, . 
the noble defender of these precious truths, is, there- 
fore;, through lack of knowledge despised. 

That Grod by His Spirit may bring both reader 
and writer into a deep spiritual acquaintance with the 
-Imth as it 18 in Christ, is the prayerful desire of the 

AUTHOB. 
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The Author of the "Life of John Calvtn** hege the 
favour of the reader^ interest in 

A MONTHLY ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE. 
PRICE ONE PENNY. 

This Magazine is pablislied with the hope of forti* 
fying the minds of its readers against the sabtle 
attacks of the Romanising party, and their base mis- 
representations of historic facts and Scriptaral truth. 

It gives portraits of the Reformers, with reviews of 
their lives and times, blended with truthful, doctrinal, 
and experimental teaching, in style snfBciently simple to 
render it acceptable to young and old. It also contains 
articles on scriptural subjects, and passing events, and 
its pages are open to general correspondence, questions 
and answers bearing upon Biblical and Protestant 
subjects. If each of our i-eaders would give away one 
copy a month, with a recommendation, they know not 
how much good they might accomplish. Try it. 

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

/* We wrain eommend this reri'tdicuil to tbe ootloe of Uhho who dnirt to . 

I among the in«««(M. uid MpeoiiUlf the joang. in tlMM 

'— OosrKfc AOVOCATIC. 



•dronUte Proteatant truth among t 

•daya of papal uggret^oa." -Oonrm 

** We hope that thin monthly ma; 



hope that thin monthly may meet with a ready aale."— Qo^pbi. Baxske. 

. 'Protectant Echo/ hailinfr froiy Briffhtoa.iaa publieation devoted to tho 

intereata of Protestant liirht and lib«rty. We the more readily reeoromend ttiie 



petiodical bfwause of the trathful tone nndcrlyinff the sound ProteeiMitiMm of ■ 
the arlideM."— Frikxi»ly Ooxpamio:! 

** The * rrot«8tant Kcho,* id. An nccelient exponent of the twindples and 
fruits of the Ref nrmaUon. and we hope it will have a wide dreulatHm. as it ia 
the hind ot periodie«l whioh should be sown btoadeast in the pveseat dajr.**— > 

SOWKE AX D OlKAXBE. 

** An earnest adToeato for rrote^tint truth and opponent of Romish and 
Bitualistio errors and practices. 1*be number before us contains some Tsry 
intererting and f triking artielee. 'John CalTin/ th9 llrst article, ia one of a 
eeries oonsMUng of a history (with iUustrattonsi of that neat man's life, whose 
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